
n a do, too, Never_ 
po remains that we 

courtroom—once thought that jus- 
tice came into being of its ownac- 
cord, that virtue was its own re- 
ward, that good would triumph over 
evil—in short, that justice occured 
automatically, Later, when we 
found that this wasn’t quite so, 

_ most ‘of us still felt hopefully tht 
at least justice occurred frequent- 
ly of its own accord, 

Today, I think that almost all of 
us would have to agree that there 
is really no machinery—not on this 
earth at least—which causes jus- 
tice to occur automatically, Men 
have to make. it occur, Individual 

- human beings have to make it oc- 
cur, Otherwise, it doesn’t come 
into existence, This Js not always 
easy, As a matter of fact, i's al- 

make justice come into being, 
often have to fight power. 
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self very clear on 
The government’s handling of 

the investigation of John Ken- 
nedy’s murder WAS a fraud. It 

Petrated nthe history ‘of man. 
kind, 
"That doesn’t mean that we have 

accept the SonHET St existence 

allows this to happen. We can do 
something about it. We're not for- 
ced either to leave this country or 
fo accept the authoritarian ism 
that has developed—the authori- 
tarianism which tells us that in 
the year 2039 we can see the evi- 
dence about what happened to John 
Kennedy. 
Government does not consist 

sists of people. If also consists of 
juries. And cases” of murder— 
whether of the poorest individual or 
the most distingtished citizen in 
the land—should be looked at opwn- 
Ay in a court of law, where juries 

can pass on them and not be hid- 
den, not be buried like the body of 
the victim beneath conerete for 
countless years, sites 

You men in these fecent weeks 
have heard witnesses that no one 
élse in the world has heard. You'- 
ve seen the Zapruder film. You’- 
ve seen what happened to your 
President, I suggest to you that 
you know right now that, in that 
area at least, a fraud has been 
Derpetrated: 

That does not mean that our 
government is entirely bad: and [ 
want to emphasize that, It does 
mean, however, that in recent 
years, through the development 
of excessive power because of the 
Coid War, forces have developed in 
our government over which there 

is no control and these forces have 

@n autioritaran approach to jus- 

tice—meaning, they will let you 
_ know what justice is, 

Well, my reply to them is that 
we already know what justice is, It 
is the decision of the people pass- 
ing on the evidence. It is the jury 
system, In tlie issue which is 
posed by the government's con- 
duct in concealing the evidence 
in this case, in the issue of hu- 
manity as: opposed to power—t 
have chosen humanity, and. I will 
do. it again without any hesitation. 
I hope everyone of you will do the 
same, I do this because I love 
my country and because I want 
to communicate to the government 
that we will not accept unexplain- 
ed assassinations with the casual 
information that if we live 75 
years longer, we pers be given 
more evidence. = 

and hear from the real witnesses 
to the assassination. Why? Be- 
cause today in America too much 
emphasis is given to secrecy 
with regard to the assassination of 

ignified deceptions 
ea alate bas easacn ot 
power without truth, We don’thave: 
to accept power without truth or 
else leave the country, I don’t 
accept either of these two alter- 
natives. I don’t intend fo-leave 
the country and I don’t intend to 
accept power without truth, | 

I intend. to fight for the truth, 
I. suggest that not only is this 
not un-American, but it is the | 
most American thing we can do— 
because if the truth does not en- 
dure, ban eee ew te will not 
endure, 

In our country. the worst of all 
crimes occurs when the govern- 
ment murders. truth, If it can 
murder truth, it can murder free- 
dom, ff it can murder freedom, it 
ean murder your own sons—if 
they should dare to fight for free-



dom—and then it can announce 
that they were killed in an in- 

composed of important and power- 
ful and politically astute men—but 

before a jury of citizens. 
Now, I suggest to you that yours. 

is a hard duty, because in a Sense 
what you're passing on is equi- 
valent to a murder case. The dif- 
ficult thing about passing on a 
murder case is that the victim is 
out of your sight and buried a long 
distance away, and all you can see 
is the defendant, It’s very difficult 
to identify with someone you can’t 
see, and sometimes it's hard not 
to identify to some extent with the 
defendant and his problems, 

In thatregard,every prosecutor 
who is at all humane is conscious 
of feeling sorry for the defendant 
in every case heprosecutes, But 
he is not free to forget the victim 
who lies buried out of sight. Isug- 
gest to you that, ifyoudoyour duty, 

you also are not free to forget the 
victim who is buried out of sight. 

You know, Tennyson once said 
that “authority forgets a dying 
king". This was never more true 
than in the murder of-John Ken- 
nedy. The strange and deceptive 

conduct of thegovernmentafter his 
murder began while his body was 
warm, and has continued for five 
years, You have even seen. in this 
courtroom indications of the in- 
terest of part of the government 

JIM GARRISON 
power Structure in keeping the 
truth down, in keeping the grave 
closed, tS} 

We presented a number of eye- 
witnesses as well as an expert 
witness as well as the Zapruder 
film—to show that the fatal wound 
of the President came from the 
front, A plane landed from Wash- 
lington’ and out stepped Dr. Finck 
Yor. the defense, to” counter: the 
¢lear and apparent evidence of a 
Shot from the front, I don’t have 

(to. go into Dr, Finck's testimony 
in detail for you’ te show that it 
simply did not correspond with the 

wa A et wat 

facts. He admartteg tuaessressere csr 
complete the autopsy—beeause a 
general told him not.to complete 

_ the autopsy, __ 
In this conflict between power 

where.do you think Dr. Finck 
'? A general, who was not a 

thologist, told him not to com- 
ete the autopsy, So he didn’t com- 

ete it, This is not the way I want 
my country to be. When our Pre- 
—- Killed he deserves the 

autopsy that the ordinary 
citizen gets every day in the State 
of Louisiana, And the people de- 
Serve the facts about it, We can't 
have government power suddenly 
interjecting it 

ing from the front, which was Dheaioing 

tion of the sound of the shots com- 

only did Oswald break all of the 
world's records for marksmanship 
—but he broke the sound barrier as. 
Wella Tle | 

I suggest to you, that if any of 
you haye shot on a firing range— 
and most of you probably have in 
the service---you were shooting 

Tifles in which the bullet traveled 
faster than the speed of sound, [ 
ask you to recall f you ever heard 
a Sonic boom, If you remember. 
when you were on the firing line, 
and they would say, “Ready on the 
left; ready on the right; ready on 
the firing line; commence firing”, 

“you heard the shots coming from 
the firing line—io the left of you 
and to the right of you. If you had 
heard, as a result of Frazier’s 
fictional sonic boom, firingcoming 
at you from the pits, you would 
have had a reaction which you 
would still remember, ji 
Mr. -Frazier’s sonic boom 

Simply doesn’t exist, It's a part of 
the fraud—a part of the continuing 
government fraud, : 

The best way to make this coun- 
try the kind of country it's sup- 
posed to be is fo communicate to 

the government that no matter how 
powerful it may be, we do riot ac- 

cept these frauds, we go not ac- cept these false announcements, 

‘here in a wheelchair and telling 
you what he saw and what heheard 
and how he was told to shut his 

and accept the fradulent Warren 
Commission, or else leave the 

_ T suggest to 

years in the name of “national 
Security", - = ‘ 

conspiracy to kill the President. 
and that the President was sub- 

different to power and it tells 
what happened as it saw it hap- 
pen—and that is one of the rea- 
sons 200 million. Americans have 

(Continued on Page 11)
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not seen the Zapruder film. They 
should have seen it many times, 
They Should know exactly what 
happened, They all should know 
what you know now. 

rgument — 
Why hasn't all of this come in- 

to being if there hasn’t been go- 
vernment fraud? Of course there 
has been fraud by the government, 

But Um telling you now that I 
think we can do something about 
it. I think that there are still 
enough Americans left in this 
country to make it continue to be 
America. I think that we can still 
fight ‘authoritarianism—the go- 
vernment’s insisterce on secrecy, 
government force used in coun- 
ter-attacks against an honest in- 
quiry--and when we do that, we’re 
net being un-American, we're be- 
ing American, It isn’t easy, You're 
sticking your neck out in a rather 
pérmanent way, butithas tobe done 
because truth does not come into © 
being automatically, Justice does 
not happen automatically, Indivi- 
dual men, like the members of my 
Staff here, have to work and fight 
to make it happen—and individual 
men like you have to make justice 
come into being because other- 
wise it doesn’t happen, 
What rm ‘trying to. tell you is 

that there are forces in America 
today, unfortunately, which are not 
in favor of the truth coming out 
-about John Kennedy’s assassina- 
tion. As long as our government 
continues to be like this, as long 
as such forces can get away with 
such actions, then this isno longer 
the country in whick we were born, 

The murder of John Kennédy 
Was probably the most terrible 
moment in the history of our 

country. Yet, citcumstances have 
placed you in the position where 

“manity 

not only have you seen the hidden 

fog tate toe ies ny ciel ing to have opportunity to bring 
Justice into the picture for the 
first time, 

Now, you are here sitting in 
judgement on Clay Shaw. Yet you, 
aS men, represent more than 
jurors in an ordinary case because 
of the victim in this case. You re- 
present, in a sense, the hope of hu- 

against government power. 
You represent humanity, which yet 
may triumph over excessive go- 
vernment power—if you will cause 
it to be so, in the course of doing 
your duty in this case, ~ 

T suggest that you ask not what 
your country can do for you but 
what you can do for your country, 

What can you do for your coun- 
try? You can cause justice to nap- 
pen for the first time in this mat- 
ter, You can help make our coun- 
try better by showing that this is 
‘still a government of the people. 
And if you do that, as long as you 
live, nothing will ever be more 
important,


