
Hollinger Says Noguchi Uses 
Drugs, Needs Psychiatric Care 

| Board of Supervisors Asked to Fire County Coroner; ; 
Attorney Representing Doctor Denies All Charges |, \ 

Be x eo BY RAY ZEMAN AS 
v Times County Bureau Chief 4 

L. S. Hollinger,—co 
administrative officer, Friday ac- 
cused Corone 
of taking drugs inexcessive quanti- 
ties and exhibiting symptoms indi- 
cating nééd for psychiatric care. 

Hollinger said the coroner should 
be fired. : 

Dr. Noguchi is under 80-day 
suspension.as the county's chief 
medical examiner-coroner. 

Hollinger made his charges in a 
formal report to the Board of 
Supervisors and in a letter prepared 
for service on Dr. Noguchi. 

He ac the eat- 

ing to complete autopsy cases 
promptly and_ conducting “himself 
areal eally ana Lirrationally. ot- 

Godfrey Isaac, the coroner's at- 
torney, immediately denied all the 
charges, 

"Many of them seem to be 

distortions and misinterpretation: 
of normal stressful situations whicl 
are inherent in dealing with deatk 
and disaster," Isaac said. 

Dr. Noguchi himself has previous- 
ly denied erratic behavior or making 
threats. ‘ 

In an intense "personality clash" 
with Hollinger, the Japanese-born 
pathologist insists he was suspended 
March 4 because of racial prejudice. 

He demands immediate reinstate- 
ment. in his $31,104-a-year position. 

While his attorney described the 
42-year-old pathologist as a zealous 
worker backed by both his staff 
members and the entire Japanese 
community, Hollinger painted a far 
different picture. 
Jin accusatory letter, Hollinger 
aid Dr. Noguchi once ordered an 
ide. to shine his (Dr. Noguchi's) 
oes. 4 

m another occasion, Hollinger 
id, Dr. Noguchi threw his shoes 

t the employe, ordered him out and 
alled him a "black bastard." 

Please Turn to Page 10, Col. 1 

“Continued from First Page 
Several physicians’ on 

. your staff have expressed 
the opinion that the phe in 

f toms which you ibit 
‘ would indicate that: you 
| had been taking drugs in 
both the. amphetamine 

Nand barbiturate groups," 
‘| Hollinger continued. 

"They all further stated 
| that such symptoms, re- 
gardless of their cause, 
‘would indicate the need for 
referral of the patient for 
psychiatric evaluation and 
care. 

“Many members of your 
| Staff, both lay and profes- ‘A 
sional, have expresse 
tgrave doubts as to your 
mental health." 
« At another point Hollin- 
tger wrote, "A number of 
our employes have stated 
jthat over a period of 

gmonths tney have ob- 
‘Served you taking a varie- 
ty of pills and capsules, 
some of which appeared to 
Be amphetamine Dexa- 
myl, without indication of 
physical warranting med- 
qeation . , ." 

Mafia’ Claim 
Hollinger charged that 

on a number of occasions 
Dr. Noguchi boasted that 
fie was going to take over 
the office of the Orange 
County coroner. 
‘, On another, you stated 
to your administrative de- 
uty that you were in- 

_ fvolved in a ‘forensic Mafia’ 
and that. you would be 
responsible for everything 
west of the Mississippi 
while an eastern patholo- 
ist with whom you are 

acquainted would take 
éver everything east of 
the Mississippi," the letter 
continued. 

coroner was quoted as 
‘xpressing a desire to 
rform autopsies on. Hol- 
nger, County Personnel 
ector Gordon T. Nesvig 
Harry Hufford, coun- 

budget division chief. 
* "But you further stated 
you might have to assas- 

ate Hollinger first," the 
itter went on. ' 
Hollinger said that last 

June, en, . 
Kennedy “was shot__but 

i mee. cue ctaialiy—cisd, 
\ Dr. Noguchi expressed the "belief that the senator had 
{to ce to liye and his ( 

ath wi ive the coro- 

réputation. Z 

a Copter Crash 
/ ; (Dr__Noguchi later sun 

ervised..the=lengthy: av 
inated Popsy_on_the_assassinat 

tor, 
Nise on after a na 

copter crash in which 
several were killed, Hol- 
linger said Dr. Noguchi 
"stated that it was too bad 
these people had to die, 
But you were glad it 
Happened in your jurisdic- 

“ "Shortly after a second 
helicopter crash, you said 
to your administrative 
assistant that you wanted 
a Boeing 707 to crash so 
that the coroner's office .



could increase its budget. 

“"Over a period of several 
months following these 
helicopter crashes, you 
stated on several occasions 
that each night you 
prayed that a 727 loaded to 
capacity would crash into 
the- International Hotel, 
because the press would 
then come and Noguchi 
would be in the center of 
attention, 
*"On one occasion you 

stated that you prayed 
that Mayor. Yorty's heli- 
copter would crash, be- 
cause the press would be 
there and you would be 

there and this would bring 
glory and prestige to the 
office.” 

Hollinger charged the 
coroner unnecessarily ex- 
panded activities to build 
up workloads to justify 
excessive expenditures. 

500 Cases 
In January, Hollinger 

said, there was an exces- 
sive backlog of 500 cases 
awaiting final review and 
determination of the cause 
or mode of death. 

ast November, the 1et\ 

ou offered no Io; 
explanation for this inno- 
vation ... even though 
such a practice would 
greatly increase the work- 
load of your office and 
even though you had no 
laboratory facilities within 
your office to conduct 
such viral studies," Hollin- 
ger said. 
When tissue samples 

overtaxed the capacity of 
the coroner's refrigeration 
chamber, Hollinger 
charged Dr. Noguchi or- 
dered them destroyed, 

In. November and De- 
cember, Hollinger said, 
Dr, Noguchi began handl- 
ing deaths resulting from 
jaundice or liver failure. 
These previously had not 
been. considered coroner's 
eases but Hollinger. said 
Dr. Noguchi indicated 
"great satisfaction" at the 

knowledge in the field of 
(patholo; ( 

large number in the autop- 
sy room. : 

In January, the ‘letter 
said, Dr. Noguchi used a 
rofane epithet in vowing 

te was "going to fix" 
Hollinger. 

Not Clarified 

Another time he pulled a 
surgical knife from a 
sheath in his belt, demon- 
strated its sharpness to a 
secretary by. slicing pieces 
of paper and then said he 
intended to use it to 
perform autopsies on 
eople still living, the 

Toor said. It. did not 
clarify this point further, 

Hollinger said in Janua- 
ry the cordner showed a 
plastic cutout tq an in 
quest officer to illustrate a 
forthcoming autopsy on 
Hollinger himself. 

The cutout bore a large 
. horizontal bar bearing 
Hollinger's name, the re- 

/ port charged. \ 
Dr. Noguchi on nume- 

rous occasions has 
slammed his office doors 
with such force, Hollinger 
said, that the door struc-_ 
ture has deteriorated, 
plaster has fallen and car- 
penters and painters have 
been summoned to repair 
the damage. 

In January, the report 
continued, the coroner en- 
tered the office of his 
administrative assistant 
(Herbert McRoy), 
slammed the door, pulled 
a knife from a sheath, 
waved it and threatened to 
cut up. another subordin-’ 
ate who was not present. 

Threat Alleged 

/Another time, Hollinger 
id, Dr. Noguchi again 
rew his knife after a 
elephone conversation 

‘with one of his physicians 
and, said in an agitated 
manner, "I'll kill him. I'll 

ll him." 
ie Board of Supervi- 

sors, who voted 3 to 2 to 
hire Dr. Noguchi on Dec. 
19, 1967, suspended him 
March 4 on Hollinger's 
recommendation pending 
further investigation. 

A prior plan to transfer 
him, without a pay reduc- 

tion,‘ to.a post as patholo- 
gist’ in the County Hospi- 
tals Department was can- 
celed, ; 
/Dr. Noguchi had re- 
igned but then withdrew 
is ‘resignation before the 
upervisors could meet to 

atcept it, q 
Isaac, who intends to 

appeal any dismissal ac- 
tion by the supervisors 
next Tuesday, said he will 
demand a full hearing 
before the Civil Service 
Commission if the supervi- 
sors fail to grant one. 

"Knowing Dr. Noguchi, 
and aware as I am of his 
dedication, of his zealous 
application tohis duties 
and of his nature as a man, 
I am satisfied that when 
ae Pana ee come to 

ight, the charges against 
him will be proved ts be 
without substantial basis," 
Isaac insisted. s 

"It has been said that Dr, | 
Noguchi has been 'meticu- 
lous to a fault’ in the 
performance of the speci- 
fic requirements of his 
position. 
"Anyone who truly 

knows Dr. Noguchi will 
immediately recognize the 
falsity of these charges, 

"As President Harry § 
Truman once said, ‘We 
cannot drive scientists in- 
to our laboratories but by 
ruthless and reckless at- 
tacks we can certainl: 
drive our scientists quid 


