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Testimony on Sirhan ; 
Echoes Earlier Book’ 

Psychologist’s Report Parallels Remarks 
Psychiatrist Made About Crime in N.Y. 

A peculiar similarity of 
phrase between a clinical 
psychologist's description 
of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
and a crime psychiatrist's 
evaluation of a New York 
killer became the focus of 
speculaton Friday in Sir- 
bette recessed murder tri- 
al. 

The parallel language 
was noted between the 
testimony of Dr. Martin M. 
Schorr of San Diego Coun- 
ty Hospital and Dr. James 
A. Brussel's "Casebook of 
a Crime Psychiatrist," 
published last October, 

The similarities were 
spotted by an unidentified 
New York woman who 
read Schorr's testimony in 
Thursday's New York 
Times and telephoned that 
newspaper to point out the 
similarity of Schorr's 
statements to paragraphs, 
from Brussel's book. 

Similarities Tld 
The New York Times 

published a story Friday 
describing the similarities, 

Schorr, who left Los 
Angeles during the tree- 
day recess in the Sirhan 
trial but who resumes the 
witness stand Monday, Te- 
portedly denied plagiariz-_ 
ing statements from Brus- 
sel's book, but he admitted 
he had read” it before, 
Sirhan's trial began. 
He was quoted by a New 

York Times reporter as 
saying: 

"You use pretty much 
thé same language when 
ou talk about cases... 1 

read this book quite thor- 
ughly last year. When I 

tee a phrase that fits in 
ith my thinking, subcon- 

sciously and sometimes 
‘consciously it becomes 
\part of my language.” 

\\ Clinical Evaluation 
; Schorr, who __adminis- 

—" Vaewianl 

tered. tive _pyycnuiugicar 
tests to Sirhan last. Nov. 25 
and 26, after the.book was 
published, later..wrote a 
clinical evaluation, of Sir- 
han to defense attorney 
Russell B, Parsons. 

Only two paragraphs of 
Schorr's evaluation thus 
far have been admitted 
into evdence, But all 10/ 
sentences in those para- 
graphs are strikingly simi- 
lar—in vocabulary, phrase . 
wrder and sentence order 
sto 14 sentences from 
brussel's work. / 

\ 

Schorr, 45, began_prac- 
tice in -San Diego County 
in 1961, began work—for 
San Diego Coiinty in 1962 
in testing inmates of the 
county's honor camps, and 
has appeared ae than 
100 times_as_an_ expert 
witness in homicide ‘trials, 
both for the defense and 
the prosecution. 
‘Brussel, 63, is former 

assistant commissioner of 
mental hygiene for the 
tate of New York and has 

(testified and written about 
celebrated murder cases 

volving psychotic defen- 
ts. ———— 

‘Publisher May Sue 

Bisel publisher, Ber- 
nard Geis, reportedly told 
newsmen _he ja iuiaking 
"very carefully" of ‘suitg 

‘ Brussel's Material was a 
y pothetical “description 

of the killer in a 1957 case 
in Queens Village, N.Y. 

- Dr. Schorr's statements: 
"Essentially, the more 

e (Sirhan) railed and 
tormed, the more the 
mother protected Sirhan 
rom his father and the 
ore he withdrew into her 
rotection. 
/*He hated his father and 

ared him. He would 
ever consciously enter- 

fain the idea of doing 
away with him. But 
somewhere along the line, 
the protecting mother fails 
er son. 

‘Repaid With Pain' 

"She, whom he loved, 
never kept her pledge, and 
now his pain had to be 
repaid with pain. Since 
the unconscious always 
demands maximum penal- 
ties, the pain has to be 
death. 

"Sirhan's prime problem 
becomes a conflict be- 
tween instinctual de- 
mands for his father's 
death and the realization 
that killing his father is 
not socially acceptable. 

"The only real solution is 
to look for-a.compromise. 
He does. .He-finds~-a-syne 
bolic replica of his father 
in the-form—6fKénnedy, 
kills him_and_also reverses 
the relationship that 
stands between fim and 
his most precious posses- 
sion—his mother's: fove." 

Dr. Brussel's book read: 
“And the' mpre he 

stormed, the more the 

—
—
 

fore, he would never en- 
tertain the idea of doing 
away with the man... 
Then, somewhere along 
the line, the protecting 
mother’ may’ ‘have ‘failed’ 

v boy. 
"She whom he loved 

never kept her pledge, and. 
he began to feel that she 
really didn't love him, 
Pain had to be repaid with 
pain, and since the uncon- 
scious’ always demands 
the maximum, the pain 
had to be death. 

Prime Problem 
"Now his prime problem 

was the conflict between 
instinctual demand for her 
death and the realization,” 
through his conscience, 
that killing one's mother 
is not socially acceptable, 

"The only solution was 
to look for a compromise, 
He did. He found a symbo- 

“lic replica of his mother, . 
killed her, and took va- 
luables that stood for her 
most precious possession 
—the thing she denied), 
him her love." *y,


