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Noguchi Victim 
of Power Play, 
Lawyer Says 
* Dr, Thomas T. Noguchi's 

fourth attorney charged 

Thursday that the sus- 

pended coroner is the vic- 

tim of a power struggle. 

Attorney Godfrey Isaac 

‘demanded an investiga- 

“tion of the circumstances 

which led the Board of 

‘Supervisors to remove Dr. 

‘Noguchi from the county 

“payroll March 4. 

> 7 fe has been the center 

f a power struggle among 

various medical societies, 

chools and other groups,” 

saac said. 

<2 "He therefore feels that 

‘an inquiry into the atti- 

ctudes toward a Japanese- 

“born and trained forensic 

pathologist should be 

sgmade to determine whe- 

‘ther the e/ficiency and 

“professional capacity of all 

“citizens are judged by the 

‘same standards.” 

= Letters Hold Charges 

& Isaac's charges were 

“Smade in letters to the 

Board of Supervisors, 

Xounty Civil Service Com- 

‘mission, County Counsel 

‘sJohn D. Maharg and L, 8. 

Hollinger, county chief ad- 

“ministrative officer, 

3 Although Dr. Noguchi's 

Swife previously had insist- 

fed he was: the victim of 

tracial prejudice, Isaac's 

fletter was the first formal 

‘announcement that the 

‘eoroner himself is raising 

‘this issue. 
| Isaac demanded that the 

‘coroner be reinstated "im- 

‘mediately and uncondi- 

tionally." 

He categorically denied 
TTAlisean that 

charges DY Muuinpe: wor 

“Dr. Noguchi has behaved 

erratically, forced subordi- 

‘nates to perform chores 

‘beneath their professional 

‘level and threatened them 

with bodily harm. 
Antagonism Alleged 

© Tsaac said the coroner 

"incurred the personal an- 

“tagonism and wrath" of 

"Hollinger while zealously 

‘endeavoring to improve 

his department, staff and 

facilities. 

y Hollinger has made re- 

arks that.at times have 

vbéen "intemperate," the 

Mawyer continued." 
>, Hollinger. may, file 

dJengthier. charges against 
‘the coroner with the Board _ 
‘of ‘Supervisors : today.: He 

said he definitely-will: do 

zo before Tuesday’to .per- 
mit the board:.to ‘decide 
whether to make the 30- 

day suspension \a ‘perma- 

nent dismissal.“ ; 
:. If he is not reinstated, 

Dr. Noguchi : will insist 

upon a public hearing to 
tell his side of the con- 

droversy, Isaac said. 

: Appointmént Opposed 

5. The "power - struggle" 

icharge recalled the stormy 

tera when: Dr.: .Noguchi's | 

jappointment to, the $31,- 

‘104-a-year' position was 
funder‘consideration by 

ithe county supervisors. 
i The board approved him 

iby ‘a3-2 vote on Dec. 19, 

'1967, after the USC and 
Ul medi¢al schools, 

with ‘implicit backing 

' of the Los Angeles County 

Medical Assn. opposed 

‘s-Thé medical groups con- 

tended the Japanese-born 

thologist, who is now an 

merican citizen, was. 

then too young and too 

inexperienced for the job. 

He was 40 years old. © 

, On Feb. 25 Dr. Noguchi 

resigned as chief medical 

examiner-coroner to be- 

come a pathologist with 

the County Hospitals De- 
partment at no reduction 

in salary. - 
A week later he with- 

drew the resignation and 
the supervisors promptly 
followed . Hollinger's re- 
commendation and / sus 
pended him. eM 


