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a shir ee Sirhan admitted 
“fro Péthe “witness stand. at.“ his 
FE dertrial Monday that he killed 

en. Robert F’, Kennedy and had "no 

her persons June 5. 
id -you,on or about the 5th of 

eJune,- 1968, shoot Sen. Robert F. 
‘Cec asked defense attorney 

_B, Cooper. 
aaa the oe defen- 

if he nai shot and wounded 
oe a United Auto Work- 
ey cial and Kennedy supporter, 
eee answered. with a shrug and a 

atest “what, the “indictment 
reads, I must haye." 
= Did. he know. Mie Schrade was? 
2!Never heard of him." 
“Under: Cooper's ee Sir- 
han. denied any knowledge of, or 

toward, Irwin Stroll, William 

Weisel, “Elizabeth Evans. or Ira 
Say who were also mmeaRdey, 

alita. dectentant’ ‘seemed 
Telish his turn _on~the 

a af seseets came 
quickly, sometimes even 

Cooper's 's_questions were com- 

mn earns ~- = Ss that?* 
in offered. with a smile, : 
e} emotional ee last. week _ 

day was espa ae ee 
Jarly “in Searly testimony on. his 
controversial notebooks, 
‘Sirhan's first temper tantrums last 

sweek came wheri-the pro- 
Ysecution began introduc- 

ing into evidence the note- 
hook pages on which: Sir- 

i ‘had written "Robert 
¥, Kennedy must be.assas- 

{sinated." 
«The defendant told Su- 
Yperior Judge Herbert V. 
Walker that-if the note- 
‘hooks were admitted, he 
wouldn't be getting a fair 
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ygoubt" he shot. and wounded five 

Takes Witness Stand, 
He Killed Kennedy 

"tial. © 
But Monday, Cooper 

Tread that very page, with 
Sirhan following eagerly 

_line-by-line, as Cooper in- 
toned: "May 18, 9:45 a.m. 
‘68. My determination. to 
eliminate RFK is..becom- 
ing more the more (sic) of 
aren unshakeable obses- 

love Mics iss 

“The handwriting was all. 
his, Sirhan confirmed: the 
repeated phrase “Port 
Wine" was the name ofa 
Tace-horse; yes, he had 
written “please pay to the 
order of ..." several 
times; and the repeated 
injunction "REK must be 
assassinated" was his. 

Then Coop ér-’shifted 

L 

pckeas in time: to. the, 
than family's life in war+ 

torn Jerusalem, where Sir- 
han was born March’ tee 
1944, SiS 

Recalls Death — 

Sirhan testified that he 
recalled “quite vividly" 
the death of an Arab sol- 
dier who was blown up by 
dynamite one day when 
Sirhan was 3 or 4, Sirhan 
said he recalled. the -sol-. 
dier's leg blown so high in’ 
the®air it caught in the 
belfry of a church and was 
hanging “there the next 
day, Se iaieble from the. 
military boot. 4) 5 9S 

The family fled duting 
the 1948 Israeli-Arab hos- 
tilities from the new part 
of Jerusalem to the forme 

Jewish quarter of the old] 

Walled,.City, and Sirhan 
said he, was told by family 

and friends of the reason 
for the flight: = 

"The Jews kicked us out 
of our homes. The Zionists 
kicked us out. We were 
terrorized out of leaving 
our homes," | 

As an example of the 
terror, Sirhan testified 
that after the April 9, 
1948, massacre at the vil- 

| After settling there. he 

lage of Dair Yasin, Arab 
-sit.6.4 

girls WIth Mutilareu 

breasts “were paraded in 
front of us, to terrorize us 

and, get us out of our 

homes." 

_. Tells of Panic 

Sirhan said the reasons 
he had te ea Pr 
subsequently read of in 
history books, were that 

“ "the West wanted to bring 
“the persecuted Jews from 
“Germany in and expel ‘the 

. indigenous Palestinian 
Arabs from their homes," 
“Sirhan said he. faintly 

* recalled the family's flight 
to the old Walled. City. “I 
was naked," he said, and 
the family } Was "in-a state 
of panic.” 

“tald: ‘he “heard bombings’ 
on an average of ‘once a 
week from 1948, until, the 
family left Jerusalem for 
the United States-in 1956. 
Bombings were "so rou- 
tine," he said, that when 
his mother began to make 
little balls of cotton for the 

children's ears, they knew 
another bombing was on 
the way and took refuge in 
the basement. 
The Sirhans subsisted on 

United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency rations, he 
said—mostly brown sugar, 
margarine, flour,’ beans 
"and a gallon of kerosene, 
in the winter,” 7 
‘*How ‘cold does ft’ get 

there?" asked Cooper... 
- "Pretty damn’ cold, sir," 
Sirhan said with a grin. 

"Pardon, me," said Coo- 
per. "You watch your lan- 
guage, Sirhan." © - 

The defendant looked 
abashed for a moment. < 

Sirhan ‘said he didn't 
recall "any starvation 
pangs ., . We always had 
enough, but we always 
cleaned “up what. we had 
before us, We could have 
eaten more, had we had it.; 
We were actually among. 
the luckier people, be- 
cause we had ration cards. 
That's why Swe. shared 
what we had to spare with 
other people," Sirhan said. 
He. added, however, that 
he saw many people die of 
starvation. : 

Sirhan also told of seeing 



‘wall guard let the boys up 

a ‘neighborhood shopkee- 

pet's hody after a bomb- 

ing, and of being sickened | 

by the sight of a human 

hand in a bucket of well 

water he drew one day. _ 

Barlier testimony by his 

mother and a dhood 

friend described Sirhan as 

going into a shaking fit 

after the experience at the} 

‘well and being sick for 

days. ae Pee 

Sirhan also told of one 

time when he was 11, 

playing with some friends’ 

near “Zion's Gate In the! 

south wall of- the — old 

Walled City. 

Sirhan said the Arab 

onto the wall with him to 

look down at the No Man's 

Land separating the Old 

Walled City from the 

Zionist sector. gee 

"E could see the feelings 

and emotions of this man," 

said Sirhan. "He said 

"That's our land out there, 
that's _ our. property, 

couldn't understand what — 

he meant then, but now I 

“<q\fterstand the import of | 

Swhat he said." 
>___ os 

, An oO “Drouber, 
Sirhan, 30, testified earlier 
to, many of. the» same 
incidents related by Sir- 
han and his mother, But 
[Adel also told of a change. 

ing as an exercise boy on 2 
race “horse ranch near 
Corona, f ‘ 

Adel described his 

younger -brother _ before) 
the fall as friendly,.ambi 
tious and “doing well in 
school except when our 

sister (Ayda, who died in’ 

1965 of ‘leukemia) was 

sick." : 
After.the fall, Adel testi- 

fied, Sirhan became frri- 
table, nervous, stayed 

home more and fead a 
great deal, He once had a 

fight’ with his younger, 

“brother, Munir, 21, and 

] sometimes:argued with his 

family when they watched 
television “newscasts . of 

Middle Hast conructs, ae- 
manding: 

"How can you sit there 
and watch these things 

being done to people?" 

Adel also told of hearing 

Sirhan talking to himself 

in his bedroom. Dep. Dist. 
Atty. David N. Fitts asked 
if Sirhan couldn't have 

“been reading aloud or 
studying his German or 

Russian courses, Adel said 
he might have. : 

But Adel also told’ of 
finding Sirhan sitting in 
his room with a lighted 
candle on the desk before 
a mirror as he read from 
literature he got from the 
Rosicrucians, an order 
which espouses the deve- 
‘lopment, of one's ‘mental 
powers over matter. 

" ~ Mystical Tests 

"He would be staring at 
(the candle) and trying 
some experiment," Adel 
said. "And he would say 
"I'm staring at the light. | 

It's supposed to turn green 
or yellow, or I'm going to 
see a cross in ‘it, or 
whatever my. mind de- 
cides." 

Adel said his brother 
sometimes told him, "If 

" you think something, it 
will actually happen." He 
said he and Sirhan fre- 
quently talked in this vein | 
about Sirhan's mystical 
experiments. 
The defense has claimed 

that . Sirhan .was in a 
virtual trance when he 
Killed’ Sen. Kennedy—a_ 
tence siniilarto"those he” 
suffered atitraumatie 
scenes in «his ‘childhood. 

"They also claim he later 
induced “such “trances 
through his obsessive per- 
‘sonality and his mystical 
experiments with self 

hypnosis. — 5 } 
‘Monday morning, Mrs. | 

Mary Sirhan, 55, related a 

series of ly incidents 
she said Sirhan witnessed 
as a child. Each time, she 
said, he was seized by a fit 
of shaking, the color 
would drain from his face, 
his lips would go dry and 

he would sometimes “black 
out" remaining ill for 
days. 

' The 4foot, I1-inch Mrs. 
eae | 

Sirhan remainea compuseu | 
throughout her testimony.. 
She “burst <intg tears last’ 

. Friday, after Sirhan _ex- 
-ploded fn court and de- 
manded to fire his lawyers, 
plead guilty and be 
executed. 

Mrs. Sirhan spoke with 
evident pride of the fami- 
ly’s life up until 1948, 
when they had to flee a 
comfortable, large apart- 
ment and ultimately seek 
refuge in ‘one room of a 
crowded building in the 
Walled City of Jerusalem. 

Expresses Regrets 

Describing the dirt and 
Poverty of \that life, she 
was obviously embar- 

rassed.In admitting the 
building’ had only one 
toilet for 11 families, she 

turned. to the jury and 
said, "I'm sorry to speak 

this way." - 4 22° 

~ She said’the water sup, 
ply ‘was, ‘so. filthy they 
would go without drinking 
for daysiat atime, and that 
when the family moved to 

the United States in 1957, 
Ayda. "went into the toilet 
and flushed. and flushed 
and flushed and then: 
sprinkled water all around 
Si said 'God bless Amer- 

"We are lucky in this. 
country," Mrs. Sirhan con-* 
tinued emotionally, .*] 
vane om ee oa this,’ 

erybody is blessed 

: tte dete States,"__ = = 
The defendant sat: \ 

his. head Semi Koree 

Hanae aartes “his out 
’ burst, which Judge Walker 
ended by asking Mrs. Sir-' 
han to restrict her testi- 
mony to answering ques- | 
tions directly. 2 

She described one in- 
cident~at the Damascus 

Gate in 1947 when several 
people were killed by a 

bomb. Sirhan, on a postof- 
fice errand with his father, | 

camé home shaking and | 
crying, she said, and . 

wouldn't. leave the house | 

she said, and when he saw. 
the bloody body of his 
brother, she said, "it was 
hard for him. He was shak- 
ing and said 'Is it the same 

‘bomb, mama?" 
* “He never forgot the 
Damascus Gate, He never 
forgot his brother. He 
used to cry and ask me, 
*Why does he stay away so 
Jong? When can he come 
‘and play with me?! When 
I got another boy, I had to 
call him Munir." 


