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Sirhan pis oat yeast 

ae aie ewyer” 
defense oon warned him Wed- 
nesday. 
Two other wa' ings came ' trom 

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker: 

1—If Sirhan should lose or fire his 
three-man defense team and then 
undertake his own defense, the 
jurist said, "There is one thing I 
have always told all (defendants 
acting as their own counsel): when 
they are being tried for murder in a 
case before me they usually go to 
the gas chamber." 

2—If Sirhan doesn't control his 
courtroom outbursts, he will be 
physically: restrained—perhaps by 
being strapped in his chair during 
court sessions. 

These developments came to light 
Wednesday asthe prosecution 
wound up its case against Sirhan 
and opened the way Friday—after a 
recess today—for.the defense effort 
to prove that the admitted slayer of 
Robert F. Kennedy-is not. guilty,, by 
reason of diminished mental capaci- 

The defense team would not 
discuss its opening tactics. Attorney 
Grant Cooper, who earlier warned 
Sirhan about calming down, said 
"we have some problems," but 
would not amplify. 

The problems’ were. reliably re- 
ported, however, to'involve Sirhan's 
frame of mind about the conduct of 
his defense. 

Early Tuesday morning, before 
the trial resumed, Sirhan surprised 
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{the judge, the prosecution 
‘and even his own defense 
“Counsel with the implusive 
decision to change his plea 
of innocence to one of 
guilty of first-degree mur- 
der. 

His attorneys calmed 
him at that point, only to 
have to calm him down aft- 
e. a outburst in court la- 
ter in the morning, when 
Sirhan's writings were dis- 
cussed. A second public 
outburst that afternoon 
caused an early adjourn- 
ment and continued paci- 
fication efforts by defense 
attorneys. 
Throughout court 

proceedings Wednesday, 
Sirhan appeared angry in 
conversation with his de- 
fense team, and for long 
periods sat in sulleti 
silence. Cooper told news- 
men, "we're trying to con- 
trol him," but he appeared 
obviously uncertain how 
firm the controls were or 
how long they would last. 
fn as court was con- 

ig Wednesday, even 
betore Judge Walker ‘was 
seated, Sirhan showed his 
displeasure at two doc- 
uments handed him by 
defense investigator Mi- 
chael McCowan. 

aking his head nega-: 
obi s and muttering, Sir- 

abbed a.pen and 
q A ly slashed through 
ae eral paragraphs of one 
document described as a 
list of prospective defense 
witnesses, 
-He also shook his head 

in seeming disagreement 
as he read a list of legal 
points yet to be introduced 
by “the defense. These 
were believed to relate to 
alleged childhood trauma, 

cely foundation of the 
lefense contention that 

n's capacity to pre- 
pditate Sen. Kennedy's 

th was diminished. 
«Munir Sirhan later sent 

na note in Arabic, 
which read, "Please be 

f) 

transcript released 
Wednesday of an in-cham- 
bers session Tuesday 
morning confirmed that 
Sirhan wanted to change 
his plea from innocent to 
guilty, and that he'd near- 
lv had a blowup Monday 

afternoon when tne prose- 

cution began its lengthy 
introduction of his con- 
froversial notebooks. It 

in part: 
“Your honor, if these 

books are allowed in 
nce, I will change my 

Die to guilty as charged. 
Sh will do so, sir, not so 

meh that I want to be 
oo into that gas 

ber, sir, but to deny 
va the pleasure,’ sir, of 

er convicting me turn- , 
around and telling the 

world: ‘Well, I put that 
fellow in the gas chamber, 
bute first gave him a fair 
trigl,' when you in fact, 
sit, will not have done so. 
“The evidence, sir, that 

was taken from my home 
was illegally obtained, was 
stolen by the district attor- 
ney's people. They had no 
search warrant. I did not 
give them any permission, 
sir, to do what they did to 
my home. 
“"My brother Adel had 
no-permission to give 
them permission to enter 
my. own room and take 
what they took from my 
home, from my own 
reom." 

It was expected, howev- 
er, that barring continued 
difficulty with their mer- 
eurial client, the defense 
would call Sirhan himself, 
his* mother, Mary, and 
brothers Munir and Adel 
early in the defese. 

The prosecution case, 
though virtually complete, 
was not formally rested 
Wednesday. 
Dep. Dist. Attys. John E. 

Howard and David N. 

Fitts and Chief Dep. Dist. 

Atty. Lynn D. ‘Compton 

said they must  organizé 
prosecution exhibits and 
finish testimony from one 
witness, handwriting ana- 
lyst Laurence Sloan, who is 

out of town until Monday, 
Their case can, however, 

be formally rested Friday 

with the stipulation that 

the defense case may be. 

interrupted Monday to fi- 

nish Sloan's testimony. 

Transcript of another in- 
chambers session Tuesday 

afternoon revealed that 
counsel for both sides de- 
bated with Judge Walker 
whether Sirhan's outbursts 

nught have been, in Comp- 
ton's words, "malingering 
or putting on some kind of 
an act." 

Cooper assured Judge 
Walker and Compton that 
Sirhan's behavior was not 
an act and that both de- 

) 

fense counsel and: Sirhan’s 
family had tried to. curb 
his explosive behavior. 

They. debated whether 
to call in a psychiatrist to 
examine Sirhan Tuesday 
afternoon, but decided 
against it when. all agreed 
there was no evidence that 
Sirhan's outbursts indicat- 
ed he didn't understand 
the nature and import of 
the courtroom proceed- 
ings. 

Oddly, Sirhan was com- 
posed and quiet Wednes-- 
day during the one thing’ 
he was most alarmed 
about Tuesday. —. jurors’ . 
examination of the note-— 
book evidence. ae 2 

The jurors appeared | 
deeply absorbed as they 
read the chaotic, scrib-. 
blings' of Sirhan's ‘political 
views, mixed with unintel- 
ligible phrases and’ the 
repeated statement’ that 
he would kill Sen. Kenne- i 
dy. 

Several jurors looked 
frankly bewildered. at 
what they readin the 
sometimes disjointed, | 
sometimes repetitious nar. 
rative. 
Howard drew from Police 

Lt. William C. Jordan the: 
description of Sirhan after 
his arrest on June 5 as 
"extremely intelligent, He- 
speaks very well: He de- 
nied any formal education | 



= "You talked about’ 
“unrelated. ‘to , thi 

Cooper asked: 


