
Judge Orders Kennedy 
Autopsy Report Opened 

Pathologist Given Court Permission to 

x 
o 

Examine ee Sealed in Archives 

WASHINGTON ( Pit 

—A Washington judge 
tuled Friday that a poten- 
tial witness in the New 
Orleans conspiracy trial of 
Clay L., Shaw may exa-_ 

mine the autopsy _photo- 
graphs and X rays of John X 
F. Kennedy_now-sealed_in’ 

the National Archives. 

Judge Charles Halleck of 
the District of_Columbia 
Court of General Sessions 
ordered that a Pittsburgh 

pathologist, Dr. Cyril H. 
Wecht, be allowed to see 

|the autopsy._material be- 

the U.S._ archi Dr. 
Samés Rivsatls, to take the 

| Tifle_allegedly used by 
assassin Lee._Harvey_Os- 
wald to the New Orleans 

lished reports critical of 
the Warren Commission's 
investigation of the Ken- 
nedy assassination, 
the key witness Friday i 
asserting New Orleans 
Dist. Att. Jim Garrison's' 
claim that the autopsy) 
material is relevant to th 
conspiracy charge. 

Expected to Testify 

Wecht is cted to he 
called Dy_Garrison_as an 
expert_medical witness in 
the Shaw trial to testify on 
the aufopsy.matéfial and 
the assassination 

graphs afe_"Necessary_and 
material" to the Shaw 
trial. Halleck directed-Gar- 
lrison's office_.toensure 

that the items that go to 

New Orleans are protected 
and left in the constant 
custody of the archivist. 

Halleck's ruling was a 
compromise between the 
requests of Garrison and 

Garrison “hed eae erat Garrison ask t 
the 7J_atitopsy_photo- 
graphs and X rays as well 
as several articles from 
the assassination be sent 
to New Orleans. 

Sealed Until 1971 

The U.S. attorney's of- 
fice argued that the re- 
lease of the material, 
sealed in the archives 
until 1971 at the request of 
the Kennedy family, 
might lead to "undesirab- 
le, sensational or undigni- 
fied" consequences. 

arrison contends the 
terial will prove his 

against Shaw, a New 
rleans businessman he 
as accused of conspiracy 

in the Kennedy assassina- 
n. 

‘The government says 
Garrison does not need the 
‘vidence from Dallas to 
rove the conspiracy 

charge, and that there is 
no burden on the district 

\attorney to prove that 
“one man or 20 shot at the 
resident." 

Other Material 
Halleck also ordered 

Rh to take X Fays of 
former Texas Gov. John 

Connally to the Shaw trial 
and_told the government 
to furnish certified copies 
of the Kennedy autopsy 
report, of doctor's state- 
ments at the time of Mr. 
Kennedy's death and pho- 
tos of Mr. Kennedy's shirt, 
coat and tie. Connally was 
wounded during the Ke 
nedy assassination. “rZ- | 


