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Witness Tells of Doubt 
in Shaw Identification 
» Russo Also Testifies He Didn't Hear Him 
_ Actually ‘Agree’ to Assassinate Kennedy 

BY JERRY COHEN 
Times Staff Writer 

|. ,NEW ORLEANS—Per- 

lot to kill President John’ 
F. Kennedy, admitted 

rty, I would hav a 

usso also, conceded\ 
tuesday that, hi ever| 
eard Shaw or, Lee Har-' 
ey Oswald. actually 
gree" to ate 
ennedy, and that he to 
e policeman he did no! 
msider the conversation 

> overhead a “legitimate/ 
plot.” ? 

; ‘Agreement’ Idea 

- Under Louisiana Jaw to 
convict Shaw, Garrison 
must convince gine of the 
12 jurors that Shaw know- 
ingly entered-into an 
“agreement” or j"combina- 
tion” to assassinate the 
President, plus establish- 
ing that an act was carried 
gut to accomplish the 
deed. 
Russo's admissions came 
as Shaw's chief counsel, F. 
Trvin Dymond, fora” se- 
cond straight day whittled 
away at Russo's credibili- 
ty. ee 
i a 27-year-old 

k salesman, was spruce 
nd confident at the day's 

‘Start. By adjournment, 
‘owever, he appeared 
jired and drawn and fre- ( 
ently replied in anger to 
yymond's. cross-examina- 
ion, 
However, he stuck by 

the ma Heat Teen the |e ha en. 
intraduiced-towin mniSep 
tembi 1963, as "Clem 
Be; rand inthe late Da- 
vidi Ferrie's.. apartment, | 
an at Shaw, Feirie and 
Qs had "talked" abow 
a 5a ssinating —Renneds— 
(Jar uby sslew Oswald 
two after the assas- 

sination. Ferrie “died in 
1967.) j 

{Did anyone actually 

igree_to kill John _F. 
Kennedy?" Dymond 
asked — 

usso replied that Fer- 
e had said, “We will kill 
im," but he acknow- 

id that “many times 
fore" and it came as no 

great shock" to him be- 
,@ause such outrageous 

tatements were “charac- 
istic" of Ferrie, 

i . 
whom_he said-was intro- 

plied Russo. er= 
trand?" "No," replied Rus- 
so. 

“Then you never heard 
anybody agree to kill the 
President?" asked Dy- 
mond, 

“The problem is the 
word ‘agree,'" said Russo. 
"They talked about it... 
I don't remember anybody 
saying, 'Yes, this is the 
time to do it. Let's do it 
this way.'" 

Speaks Warmly 

During later cross-exa- 

mination, Russo saia vene- 
mently: 

“I don't call them con- 
spirators ... I never use 
that word. 

"I never said anything 
about conspiracy." 

His remark to the police 
Sergeant was the result of 
a Garrison proposal that 
he take a lie detector test 
—four months after his 
allegations had led to 
Shaw's being charged. 
Russo said he had ex- 
pressed the desire to meet 
the polygraph operator, 
Police Sgt. Edwin O'Don- 
nell, before taking the test, 
which reportedly proved 
inconclusive. 
»Russo admitted that 

jarring the hour to hour- 
and-a-half he spent with 
O'Donnell he said he 
wished he “never had 
‘otten involved,” and, in 
ply to a question had 
ponded: 

\ /You want to know the 
truth? .—ITitan'rimow if 

Russo testified that 
while those were not his 
exact words they captured 
the “essence" of what he 
told O'Donnell. 
Russo also admitted that 

jaiter a prelffimaty hear- 
{Ang in 1967, in which his 

' testimony led a three- 
judge panel to hold Shaw 
for trial, he told James 
Phelan of Long Beach, a 
writer: 

>-He "did not know the 
ifference between fanta- 
and reality." 

£ Garrison knew 
at I told my priest in 

aton Rouge after the 
Shaw hearing he would go 
through the ceiling." 
—=That he would like to 

"sit down alone jn the 
same room with Shaw, 
listen to him breathe and 
talk, so I can resolve my 
doubts about the identity 
of Shaw." 

'I Lied to You' 

—"I lied to you when I 
told you I didn't want to 
talk to Shaw. I was afraid



if 1 talked to him L would» 
know it was not the man." 

Russo admitted asking 
Phelan to arrange a con- 
frontation between him 
and Shaw because he 

—thoucht he was "100% 

————E—==—E 

certain" of his identifica- 
tion, but he was not "1, 
000%." 
"One thousand per cent," 

said Russo, is something 
you can never really reach 
«+. doubts are negative, 
Mr. Dymond. The positive 
is that you'd rather be 
more sure than you are 
sure." 

R Iso said he was 

being "pressured" by Phe- 
lan and_two_ television 
reporters to _*alter"—his 
story. He identified _the 
latter as Wal idan 
-of NBC, a form ice 

8 

Garrison down, so he 
uldn't get elected dog 

catcher." 
Russo's_ remarks about. talked with Phelan about 

the telecasters came after ““wEaknesses and heles*ht 
he said he told Layton 

Martens, who traveled to 
Texas with Ferrie the day 

of the assassination: 
"This is the most blown- 

up and confused situation 
I have ever seen... I 

don't think any of these) 
people involved except 
Sheridan and Townley 
should be convi # 

gain, Russo insisted he 
‘as reacting from “pres- 

sure" -put on him by 
Sheridan. Townley and 
Phelan, all of whom insist- 
ed that: Garrison had a 
faculty of turning on 

_ people once he had "used" 
them, and if Shaw weren't 
convicted Garrison would 
“clobber" him. 

‘alk With Phelan 

an electronic listening de- 
vice in his residence to 
"find out how far" Phelan 
and other newsmen 

0." 

He conceded he had 

his story of the party, but 
he denied telling George 

Lardner Jr., a writer for 
the Washington Post: "I'm 
willing to disclose the 
weaknesses for a price." 

The entire Tuesday ses- 
sion was devoted almost 
entirely to cross-examina- 
tion, and during it Dy- 
mond also drew from Rus- 
so the admission that he 
had been under “psychia- 
tric treatment" during his 
first year in college, 1959. 
It lasted, he said, "12 
to 18 months." He said he 
also had consulted his. 
psychiatrist by telephone 
once in 1963 and again in 
ae “when I wanted to 

“Have you ever at- 

“feuipted to commit—sui- 
cide?" Dymond asked, at 
the close of his cross- 

examination, "No," replied 
Russo. 

"Do you know a Mike 
Fitzpatrick?" 

"Yes." 

"Didn't he come to your 
home in 1963 and find 
your wrist cut and blood 
spotting the carpet?" 

"I deny that," replied 
SSO. 
"That is all," said Dy- 

| mond, arc A


