
Private investigator 
William H. Gurvich ‘has. 
dropped out of District’ 
“Attorney Jim Garrison’s: 
presidential assassination 
plot probe and reportedly 
-has told Sen. Robert F;. 

’ Kennedy that there is no 
ime 

gation. ; 
' Gurvich met with Sen. 
Kennedy, brother of Presi- .” 
dent John F. Kennedy, who — 

“was shot to death in Dallas 
Nov. 22, 1963, in Washington 
June 8 to discuss the probe, 

. Without | Garrison’s 
edge of the meeting. 

The National Broadcasting 
Co. says it has learned that 

- Gurvich told .Kennedy that 
there’ is “no basis in fact’ 
and no material evidence in 
Garrison’s case for an as- 

sassination plot.” . 

old: retired New Orleans busi- 

he participated in a conspir- 
acy to murder the President. 
‘Garrison this morning said 

substance to the investi- . 

know!l- . 

Gurvicn’s statements. 
.. A high-ranking member of 
‘Garrison’s staff said today, 
however, that Gurvich “has 

~ not been part of the Kennedy 
investigation for the last two 
months.” His departure from 

the probe staff had been kep 
secret, - 

Although Gurvich has not 
been seen around the DA’s 

‘office for weeks, he previ- 
ously had been there con- 
stantly and, as chief inves- 
tigator on the probe, . had 
been issuing most of the 
Statements on the probe. 
THE DA’S STAFF mem- 

| ber, who declined to be quot- 
_ ed by name today, said Gur- 

vich was never part of the 
DA’s regular staff but was 
brought into the assassina- 
tion probe for special pur- 
poses such as photography. 

“T have to point out that 
it would be impossible for 
Mr. Garrison or any of us 
to reply without comment- 
ing on the merits of the 
case. Under the guidelines 
we cannot say whether or 
not we have a strong case 

WILLIAM H. GURVICH ~ 

CLAY L. SHAW, 54year- 

nessman, is under indictment - 
on charges by Garrison that. 

he could not comment on . 

against Clay Shaw,” the staff 
member said. 

A second report of the meet- 
ing hetween Gurvich and Sen. 
Kennedy was carried today in 
a copyrighted interview pub. 
lished by Newsday, a Garden 
City, L7°T:, newspaper. . 
Newsday reported that Gur- 

vich was asked if it were | | talk with Sen. Kennedy: ‘true that he told the senator 
the Garrison investigation 
was a “hoax.” Gurvich said 
in the interview, “That is ab- 
isolutely untrue. I think Mr. 
Garrison believes in what he’ 
‘is. doing. He is sincere.” 

THE ACCOUNT said Gur- 
vich replied’ “no comment” 
when asked if he had told 
Kennedy there was to sub- 
stance to the investigation. 
The story said: “Asked why 
he denied saying the inves- 

| tigation was a hoax but re- 

fused to- deny he told Ken- 
nedy there was no substance 
to it, Gurvich said, ‘“There’s 
a difference between a hoax 
and saying there’s nothing to 
it.” 
Newsday said Gurvich de- 

clined to say more about his 
secret talk with Kennedy but 
he indicated to the interview- 
ing reporter that he would not 
keep his silence forever. 

“There’s a time and place 
for everything and now is not 
the time and place,” said 
Gunvich. The newspaper said 
that Sen. Kennedy refused to 
discuss the conversation be- 
tween himself and Gurvich. 
‘Sen. Kennedy issued the 

following statement through a 
spokesman: “At Mr. Gur- 
vich’s request I spoke to him 
in Washington recently. I 
have not discussed the sub- 
stance of-our conversation and 
I think it would be inappro- 
priate to. do so now.” 

clined to discuss most of what 
he told Kennedy, but said he 
had gone to the senator to 

_ “clarify whatever I could out 
of respect for his brother and 
out of respect for him.” . 

¢ Gurvich called the office of 
Judge Edward A. Haggerty 
today and talked with both the 
fudge and with Lou Gurvich, 
“his brother. 
{ Lou Gurvich said his broth- 
er told reporters in New York 
that he had no comment on 

the Garrison investigation ex: 
cept to say that he had been 

HIS BROTHER said fe got 
into a discussion of semantics 
with New York reporters after 
the word “hoax” came up. 
He said he made no comment 
to reporters regarding the 
substance of the investigation. 

“I can make no comment on 
the Shaw case because of the 
guide lines of the court,” he 
said. “I cannot indulge in 
any comment on the Shaw 
case.” He told his brother he 
would not talk to any local re- 

Gurvich, Newsday said, de- 

porters. 

In the interview with News- 
day, Gurvich described his- 
meeting with Kennedy. : 

- “T did most of the talking 
during the first half of the 
conversation,” Gurvich told. 
Newsday. “Then he asked 
me questions during the sec-. 
ond half. I didn’t refuse to , 
answer a single question.” | 
He said that Kennedy “put | 
aside everything” to hear his : 
account, - 

WHEN KENNEDY FINAL- 
LY had to leave for the. 
Washington airport to catch 
a plane for an engagement 
in New. York, Gurvich rode , 
in the car with the senator | 
so they could continue their 
discussion. _ 

At the airport, Gurvich 
said, he and Kennedy “went 
to the back of the terminal 
and sat on the edge of a con- 
veyor” where they talked for 
another half hour. 

At the end of the conversa- 
tion, Gurvich said, the sen- 
ator’s wife, Ethel, came over§ 
and he was introduced to her. 
He said that before boarding 
his plane, Kennedy told him 
he was “extremely grateful: 
for me coming to see him.” 

Although Gurvich did not i 



was free in what he had to 
say about ‘the investigation 
itself and much of what he 
told Newsday clashed with 
claims that have been made 
by Garrison. 
.’ Garrison has said there is a 
good chance that accused as- 
sassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
“didn’t kill anybody.” Gurvich 
said the evidence clearly 
points to Oswald. ~—s 
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GARRISON’S STAR witness 

in the case against Shaw, 
Perry Russo, said recently 
that he had been told by a 
National Broadcasting Co. 
representative that ‘““NBC and 
the CIA wanted to get Gar- 
rison.” The statement was 

give full details of “his con- | 

versation with Kennedy, he |. 

made by Russo in connection 
with an NBC documentary as- 

| Sailing the -probe.” 
Gurvich_ridiculed the Russo 

get Garrison?” 
_ Gurvich was asked if ‘he 

witness. ‘No comment,” he 
said. ~ 

over the status Of Shaw. It 
was Gurvich who announced 

_the arrest of Shaw March 1. 

' Yesterday, Gurvich said he 
was anxious to see that “‘ev- 

eryone in the case is tredted- 

‘like a human being. I want to 

Statement _ yesterday. ‘‘Now | 
tell me,” he said, “why should | 
NBC and the CIA want to 

thought. Russo was a credible | 

‘see Clay Shaw treated like a. 
human being.’? Asked if -he 
thought Shaw had. been tk-eat- 

| ed that way, he said, “I didi 
arrest him. They (Garrison’s 

men) did.” - 

THOUGH GURVICH knew 
nothing about the arrest, he 
was directed by Garrison to 

‘ announce it. Gurvich said he 
‘was in Texas in. connection 
with the investigation when he 
got a phone call from Gar- 
rison telling him of the ar- 
rest and summoning him to 
New Orleans, Gurvich said he 
had never questioned Shaw. 

: He said in the Newsday in-.- 
terview that he had not seen 
Garrison in some time. “I 
come up here (to New York) 
and find he’s back in New Or- 
leans. He’s always traveling 

around somewhere,” _Gurvich 

said. (Garrison was in Monti- 
cello, N. ¥., last weekend.) 
-He also said he has not 

| seen Garrison’s top assistant 
prosecutor, _ Charles Ward, 
who was in Nassau County. 
to testify yesterday before the’ 
grand jury on organized gam-: 
bling. Ward has been in New 
York since Tuesday. Gurvich 
said, “It just didn’t work out”. ' 

'. for them to get together while 

they were both in te area. 
In his long discussion of the 

evidence intheGarrison in- 
vestigation, Gurvich said he 
had not read the Warres Com- 
thission report. FAy/- 



Criticisms 
of Warren 
Report Hit 

AP Study Says 
No New Evidence 
Has Been Produced 

The published works of. 

erties of the Warren 

Commission report have . 

been taken to task in an 

exhaustive Associated 
Press study released to- 

day, ~ , 
The seven-month, study 

by AP reporters Bernard 

Gavzer and Sid. Mobdy 

concludes: 

- "One may interpret what - 
the commission found, and 

the critics have, abundant- 
ly. But while, as of this 

date, there may be doub- 

‘ters; books and specula- 

tion, the critics have yet to 

produce that one essential 

of ‘proof—evidence.” ..., 

The stated intent of the 

study. was to focus on 
several key issues in con- 

tention between the 
Warren Commission and 

what the commission vo- 

lumes said with how the 

¢ritics used their evidence - 

—the e Teport itself. 

‘Accuse ‘Critics 

The reporters acctisé 

such critics as Mark Lane, 

Edward Jay Epstein and 

Harold Weisberg of citing 

the evidence out of con- 

text and ignoring. and 

reshaping it.. 
"Tt they have read all the 

evidence, they have not 

quoted it all. They have 
taken evidence to form 

its critics and .comparé. 

theories, to launch spec- 
ulation. But they have 
not ‘taken all the 
evidence," they state. 

While the force of their 
attack is against the: cri- 
tics, the two reporters 
point ‘out that there are 
weaknesses in the report. 

"But to read. the report, . 
{all of. it, is to appreciate. - 

Jthe depth of the investiga- 
' tion,” they add. : 

In Five Parts 

> Their study. is divided. 
into five parts. 

" are: 
- Commission"; 

They 
"The Critics, : the 

"A - Singlé 
Bullet, A Singular Theo- 
ry"; "The. Autopsy"; "The 
‘Grassy Knoll". and "Con- 
spiracy." 
; In their last section, the. 
investigation being made 
by New Orleans Dist. 
Atty. Jim Garrison is mén- 
tioned and the réporters 
then refer to the critic?’’ 
conspiracy: theories: 

"The Warren Commté- | 
sion, unfortunately, did 
not answer all the qués-' 
tions. Some, however, are 
probably unanswerablé. 
Bul some are not ques- 
tions at all. They are in- 
nuendoes — false scénts 
that confuse the hunt for 
truth. " 

Cite Examples 

Among the many ex- 
amples cited in the study 
of how the critics distort 
the evidence given the 
Warren Commission to fit. 
their own theories is the 
following: 

Two persons said they 
saw a rifle- being .-fired 
from the sixth floor-of the 
Texas Book Depository 
Building, the loc 

commission said Lee. 
Harvey Oswald used to’ 
shoot President John. F. | 
Kennedy. . 

Lane, author of: “Rush to 
Judgment," sought to dis- 

credit one of the: witnesses 
in his attempt to prove the 
shots came from else- 
where. . 

Called Weak-Eyed! 

At one point he referred. 
to the witness, Howard 
Brennan, as "weak-eyed.” 
At another he said, 
“Brennan admitted that 
his eyesight was 'not good" 
when he testified before 
the commission." . 

The AP reporters state, 
"Brennan,. indeed, so testi- 

fied. He said this was so 
because his eyes had been. 
accidentally sandblasted. 
That happened two 
months after the assassin- 
ation.” 

‘A good idea, the repor- 
ters say, is to read the 
Warren Commission re- 
port and the critics’ books 
with "similar dispassion. 
Read :them (the critics), 
“But read what they criti 
cize.as well." - 



Rejects Kohn Call 

Gremilliort 
* 

* 

eruSes 
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To Probe DA Tactics 
By BILL LYNCH 

(States-Item Bureau) 

BATON ROUGE — At- 
torney General Jack P. F. 
Gremillion today refused 
to intercede in New Or- 
leans District Attorney 
Jim Garrison’s investiga- 
tion of the assassination 

Gremillion had been asked 
by the Metropolitan Crime 
Commission of New Orleans 
to take steps leading to an in- 
vestigation of Garrison’s han- 
dling of the probe. 

The MCC had cited a televi- 
sion show by the National 
Broadcasting Co. which was 
critical of the district attor- 

opinion this morning that Gar- 
rison appeared to be handling 
his duties under the law. 

_ He said, “District Attorney 

Garrison has not requested 
"assistance from this office, 

and it is evident from the 

press releases that he is at- 

tempting to perform the 
ney’s methods. 

GREMILLION SAID IN an 
duties of his office as he sees 

"” those duties. - 

‘“For those reasons, and 

because of the law . . . I must 
| respectfully decline the re- 

quest made by the Metropoli- | 
_ tan Crime Commission.” 

Gremillion responded to a 
letter. written to him by E. C. 
Upton Jr., president of the. 
MCC, and Aaron M.. Kohn,’ 
Managing director of the 
private organization.  _—_ 

The MCC asked Gremillion 
fo form a nominating com- 
mittee composed of the deans 
of the law schools of Louisi- 
ana State University, Tulane 
and Loyola, the presidents of 
the state, city and criminal 
courts bar associations, the 
presidents of Public Affairs 
Research Gguncil, Council for~ 
a ,Better_Lduisiana_and_ the’ 

State League of Women Vo-. 
ters. 
UNDER THE MCC pro- 

posal, the nominating com-: 
Inittee would have recom- 
mended that three attorneys 
be appointed assistant attor- 
neys general to investigate 
the conduct of Garrison's of- 
fice. ‘ 

“Let me observe that there 
is no authority within the 
law for such a procedure,” 
the attorney general de- 
clared. , 

He told the Crime Commis- 
Sion that it was not the first 
time that it had asked him to 
supplant or supersede a dis- 

; trict attorney. He said that 
similar action was requested 
in 1963 involving another par 
ish and he rendered an.j,ad- 

_ of President John F. Ken- 
nedy. - 


