
_ A warrant was issued today for the arrest of. mystery 
girl Sandra Moffett (McMaines), who turned up in Omaha, 

“Neb., and told newsmen there she did not attend a party the 
‘night President Kennedy's death allegedly _ was Plotted in 

New Orleans, age: 

; ‘Star prosecution witness Perry Russo named ’ \ Liss 

‘fett as one of several persons who were in David KR 

apartment the night Russo says he heard Ferrie, Lee Har- 

bra declared this afternoon. 

—.vey Oswald and Clay L. 

Shaw conspire to kill. the 

President. ‘ 
Early - this afternoon,’ 

Dist. Atty: Jim Garrison’s . 
-office swore out a war- 

_Yant for the woman as a 
material witness. It was 

Signed by trial Judge Ed- 
ward ‘A, Haggerty -Jr., 
who set bond at $5,000. 

Presumably, the war- 
ant will be forwarded to 
Omaha where Miss Mof- | 
fett is now married to a 
part-time minister and 
furniture’ mover, 48-year- 
old Harold McMaines. 

- “We feel she is a 
“very important witness,” 

Asst. DA Andrew Sciam- 

. His words echoed the expression of Shaw’s defense 
- counsel, F. Irvin Dymond, who eartler told the States-Item 
he wants to question Mrs, McMaines. — 

__ “My opinien now is that she’ will be a very useful wit- 



ness,” Dymond asserted, indicating Mrs. McMaines would 

be subpenaed by the defense, 
Discovered in Omaha by - newsmen there, Mrs. 

McMaines, whose maiden name was Lilli Mae Moffett, - 
Knowing Russo and said she had once been . 

figh zits of a ‘two-hour taped interview with ; 
e-Onia a World-Herald, Mrs. McMaines, now 22, said: 

,. ~She could not have attended a party at Ferrie’s apart- - 

ment prior to. the Kennedy assassination because she was: ] 

not introduced to him until 1965. 

—She refused to accompany two Garrison investigators’ 

back to New Orleans after they called on her in Omaha | 

March 8. 
—She knew Perry Russo attempted suicide by slashing. 

his wrists in 1965 and a friend named “Mike” took tim to 

a hospital and “got him sewed up.” - . 
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—She was acquainted with 

‘Lefty’? Peterson, another 

person whom Russo identi- 

fied as attentling the party 

which preceded. what Russo 
said was the conspiratorial 
conversation among Ferrie, 
Oswald and Shaw. 
Dymond expressed imme- 

diate interest in Mrs. Mc- 
“Maines’ reference to Peter- 
son. He said the defense had 
been trying to locate Peterson 
and added: 

“We sure as fell want to 
talk with him.” . 

EARLIER, a spokesman at 
District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son’s office refused to com- 
ment on why no warrant or 
subpena has been issued for 
Mrs. McMaines. 

Asked if she would be sub- 
penaed as a-material witness, 
Asst. DA James R. Alcock re- 

! plied: 
|" “Stick around and maybe 

| you'll find out the answer to 
that question.’’ 
Mrs. McMaines said she 

was “sort of a party girl” 

widen. she met Russo on Bour- 

bon st. here four years ago. 
Later she met McMaines here 
and went with him to Omaha. 

Mrs. McMaines said two 
men who identified them- 
selves as Garrison investiga- 
tors, Charles Joneau and 
Kent Simms, came to her 
Omaha home at 11:30 p. m. 
on March 8. 

She said the men asked her 
to return to New -Orleans 
with them “to look at photo- 
graphs, but they didn’t say 
what ki 

BOTH Mrs, McMaines and 
her husband said they were 
wary of Joneau and Simms 
because they ‘“wouldn’t an- 
swer questions.” 

She was offered new clothes 
and accommodations “at the 
best hotel in town” if she re- 
turned to New Orleans, the 
woman added. 

Instead of returning with 
them, she and her husband 
retained an attorney the fol- 
lowing day and paid a visit 
to the office of Douglas Coun- 
ty (Neb.) Attorney Donald 
Knowles. . 

The Louisiana irtvestigators 
were “real mad” when they 

learned the McMaines had 
gone to the local prosecutor, 
the Omaha residents said. 

During an interview with 
the Douglas County attorney, 

. the New Orleans men “told 
the county attorney the same 
thing they had told us about | 
being legmen for Garrison,” 
Mrs. McMaines recalled. 
“But they didn’t say anything 
about buying us clothes.” 

The county attorney.advised 
the McMaines they were not 
obligated to return to New 
Orleans so long as no charges 
had been filed against them, 
and the Garrison men left. 

THE WOMAN who called 
herself Sandra Moffett in New 
Orleans met her husband. here 
while he was in the city on 
what McMaines called a “sort 
of a vacation.” 

MeMaines was quoted in the 
‘World-Herald as saying “he 
first saw his wife in a New 
Orleans cafe last year. 

“She was on skid row, and 
I took compassion on her,” ke 
added, explaining he has been 
a part-time minister at an 
Omaha church for the past 
several years. 

Mrs. McMaines’ said she 
turned to religion and mar- 
ried the Omaha visitor “be- 
cause he was the first guy 
that took me out and took 
me to a- movie instead of a 
beer tavern.” 

Despite what they contend 
is their role as innocent by- 
standers in the Garrison in-+ 
vestigation, Mr. and Mrs. Mc 
Maines said they have beé: 
injured as a result of their ins 
Yolvement. 

M’MAINES said he lost 
job with a moving firm be4 
cause of publicity surround, 
ing the visit of the New Or- 
leans investigators. 

Mrs. McMaines said she lost 
two jobs for the same reaso 
but found work in a cleanin 
firm about a week ago. Bot! 
husband and wife denied re- 
ports they, had been driven 
into hiding by the New Or- 
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haw Evidence 
Criminal District Court. 

Judge Edward Haggerty Jr. 
today ordered the prosecution 
and defense in the Clay L.: 
Shaw assassination conspir- ’ 
acy trial to refrain from mak- 
ing public statements about 
the case concerning evidence, 

At a news conference, the 
judge said he would invoke 
the canons of professional eth- 
ics ‘‘to prevent the flow of 
prejudicial pre-trial publicity” 
from either Shaw’s attorneys 
or from Dist. Atty. Jim Gar- 
rison’s staff. 

‘The judge said arraignmént 
for Shaw provably would he 
held one day next week. Shaw 
was indicted by the grand 
jury March 17 on charges 
of. conspiring to assassinate 
President John F. Kennedy. - 

JUDGE HAGGERTY said 
the same security measures 
in effect at Shaw’s prelimi- 
nary hearing earlier this 
month would be used at the 
arraignment. Newsmen fe- 
quired special credentials to 
cover the hearing, and all 
“cameras were barred. 

“This case is going to be | 
handled like every other 
case,” the judge said. ‘‘You 
don’t change the rules of law 
_just because it’s Clay Shaw 
on trial.” : a 

In a statement to the press 
today, outlining preliminary 
guidelines for the news cov- 
erage of the trial, Haggerty 
said: 

“NEWS COVERAGE of re- 
cent criminal cases of na- 
tional significance, such as 
the Sheppard and Ruby cases, 
has underscored the import- 
ance of cooperative effort of | 
bench. bar and news media 

in resolving serious conflicts 
between ‘freedom of the press 
provided for in article ‘one, 
and fair trial in-all criminal 
prosecutions provided for in 
article six of the bill of 
rights. 

“The canons of profesisonal. 
‘ethics must be used to pre- 
‘vent the flow of prejudicial 
pre-trial publicity from mem- 
bers of the bar. This in- 
cludes the prosecution as well 
as the defense , 

“I am, therefore, at this 
moment advising the prose- 
cutor and-or his staff and de- 
fense ‘counsel to refrain from 
public statements regarding 
the defendant's guilt or inno- 
cence, and the evidence for 
or against him.” 

“FREEDOM OF the press | 
is not absolute. In a democ- 

‘racy the great power con- 
ferred on the press by the 
Constitution implies responsi- 
‘bility for its exercise, 

“Courts, too, have power 
’ and responsibility. Part: of 
their obligation is to see to’ 
it- that the right to a fair 
‘Tialt is. accordéd its proper 
place’ in society. Liberty of 

‘the presg cannot be invoked 
in. support of acts which in- 
vade the domain within which 
the authority of the courts is 
exclusive. Legitimate jnter- | 
ests of the press do not re- 
quire that encroachments on ° 
the Tight to a fair trial be 

. sanctioned.” = we


