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ARBARA GARSON, the 
B'author of “MacBird!” is 
like someone who has sudden- 

- ly thought of something funny 

_ conceivably 

to say at a party, who has 
blurted out the beginning of 
the joke only to realize that 

“it is hurtling her headlong 
toward embarrassing conse- 
quences, and who has then 
plunged on anyway—hurried- 
ly, boldly, wistfully, boorishly . 
—hoping against hope that 
something, ‘anything, would. . 
turn up to save the day. 

The first stammers out of 
her at the Village Gate are 

amusing. As 
everyone knows by this time, 
“MacBird!” is a paraphrase— 
though not actually a parody - 
—of Shakespeare's “Macbeth” 
that places Lyndon Johnson in 
the bloody title role and John 
F. Kennedy in the position of 
his sacrificial victim during a 
Texag house party. aa 

And ‘just so long as this 
central event hasn’t happened, 
just so long as everyone. on 
stage is still alive, the jest is 
half-alive, too. It’s amusing 
enough to. hear quips once . 
again about the possibility of 
a Kennedy dynasty, to hear 
John summoning Bobby to an 
important post near him be- 
‘cause “I need ‘your manly. im~ 
morality.” A flash of remem- 
bered and irreverent fun stirs 
as Bobby, in the urgent, 
tousle-haired person of actor. 
William Devane, whoops di- 
rectly into a staff conference 

_to tee off what looks like a 
wild game of touch volleyball. 

We remember these jokes. 
John Kennedy made them _ 
himself. They are safe jokes..,- 
The conversation keeps going. | 
To have the jokes freshened: . 
up a bit by recasting them in. 
an occasionally teasing, al-.| 

‘. ‘ways smooth, iambic penta- | 
meter almost makes them 
seem trackworthy for one last 
time. 7 

Then the conversation stops. 
These jokes have been safe 
jokes for a reason. Onstage 
the targets are hale and 
hearty, ambitious and bump- 

.. tious, available, still vulner- 
‘able, altogether within range, 
So long as a man is breathing 
he can be hit even where it 
hurts. : 

But it is something else 
! again to bé hit where we hurt, i 

‘marches in solemn procession 

as in some sense we still do. 
Trailing black robes and wear- 
ing a laurel wreath about his 
brow, President Kennedy— 
here John Ken O'Dunce— 

beneath a canopy to be sworn 
into office. The pace, as direc-. 
tor Roy Levine has straight- 
forwardly arranged it, is 
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stately, The martial music is 
reminisecnt. Darkened lights, 
lowering skies, the promise of 
a@ moment and the foretacte 
of all that is to come sudden- 
ly fuse, descend upon us, place: 

".us in a context that is genu- 
inely impressive and, in the 
aftermath, irretrievably ‘sad. 
Something gives at the pits of 
our stomachs, 
Comedy gives on the in- 

Jstant and is very, very dif- 
ficult to lure back. We are 

that the 
pentameters 

im- 
are 

aware, now, 
pertinent . 
‘not all that smooth, that they 
are not in any trenchant 
sense relevant. The : newly 
elected John Ken O'Dune 
makes his address to the na- 
tion, It includes the phrase 
“Ask not what you can profit 
off your country.” Our ears 
rebel. They rebel not out of 
political, sensitivity, not out 
of sentimental loyalty to a 
man, They rebel because the 
coarse. syntax is untypical, 

unrepresentative, offhand, 
random. Nothing is truly 
being satirized; the coarsé- 
ness is entirely gratuitous, 
entirely Mrs. Garson's. 

We are all out of kilter 
now, or the play is. Our un- 
ease can only be compounded 
—from any imaginable comic 
point of view—as the Kenne- 
dy figure is taken from the 
Johnson ranch, lifted high into 
an automobile with one hand 
in air and profile at the ready, 
to be shot at. As the. shots 
ring out, we realize that the 
author has indeed made her- 
Self unique in our time, She 
has attempted to wrap the 
assassination firmly in the 
arms of a vast burlesque mer- 
-riment. The arms won't fold; 
they freeze. . 

Committed, she must go 
on. We are invited to watch 
the new President arrange, 
by indirection, the plane 
crash in which young. Ted 
Ken O’Dunc is injured. We 
attend to a report that the 
Egg of Head (Adlai Stevén- 
son, as the punning trans- 
Plantations of the evening's 
names go) has been found 
dead on the street, “a poi- 
soned dart near his body.” 
And as we listen to in- 

congruities that . have no 
grain of recognition in them 
to spur hilarity, we watch the 
people on stage growing more 
desperate in their incidental 
vaudeville. Lady MacBird 
must of course go mad; her 
madness takes the form of 
smelling sornething so foul 
(her husband) that she must 
spray Airwick all over it, at 
once. “Out, damned odor, out” 
is not precisely inspired com-. 
edy. 

Putting chest’ protectors 
and catcher’s mitts onto a 
Johnson ready to do battle 
under burning cherry. trees, 
dropping the usurper with a 
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heart-attack (“Thus cracks 
a noble heart”), spurring the 
Wayne of Morse onto the 
Stage in red tights to make 
waste about him with a lance 
twice as long as he is—not 
one of these improvisations 
catches us unaware as some- 
thing ticklesome because it is 
something true. 

We have merely moved 
from a deed that didn't hap- 
pen to a series of deeds that 
haven’t happened. The author 
is casting about in the dark, 
her revolver going off repeat- 
edly and in all directions, un- 
aware of what she is hitting: 
or whether she is actually hit- 
ting anything at all. The in- 
vention is irresponsible in a 
poetic sense; it doesn’t scan, 

Some of the performing is 
genial, the staging is breezily 
professional, the action takes 
place in a coffeehouse that is 
in actuality one more smoke- . 
filled room, But resemblances 
to realpolitik end here, The 
Elizabethans themselves were 
fond of scurrilous broadsides, 
and printed them daily. Ger- 
many between wars mounted 
tough cabaret skits that 
named names. 

But we are here involved in 
something else. We are in- 
volved with a woman who 
seems to have started talking 
and couldn't ‘be stopped be- 
cause the talk just kept com- 
ing out. The talk itself seems 
a yery strange fusion of the 
more cavalier pronouncements 
of the extreme left and ex- 
treme right both. The upshot 
is a kind of crackpot con- 
sensus, with wan and be- 
wildered smiles doing what. | 
they can to keep alive. 



By & OBERTS 
Special to-The New York Times 

NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 25— 
The death this week of a former 
airline pilot left District Attor- 
ney Jim Garrison, who says he 
has detected a “conspiracy” 
that culminated in -the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy, 
with an investigation centered 
almost entirely on Cuban refu- 
gees. ‘ . 

This was learned here from 
source within Mr. . Garrison's 
ioffice and bolstered by what is 
known publicly about the “wit- 
nesses” Mr. Garrison and his 
staff are seeking. | 

The District Attorhey’s inves-! 
tigators are combing Cuban ref-! 
ugee communities in the United’ 
States, and especially Miami. 
They are searching for persons 
who can shed light on what Mr 
Garrison thinks was a plot to 
kill Premier Fidel Castro of 
Cuba that turned into a plot to 
assassinate President Kennedy. 

Garrison Is Assailed j 
Today, Mr..Garrison was at- 

tacked sharply by Carlos Brin- 
guier, a leader among anti- 
Castre-Cubans in New- Orleans 
who once engaged in a radio 
debate with Lee Harvey Os- 
wald, the man the Warren 
Commission says killed Presi- 
dent Kennedy alone and with- 
out being a part of any plot. 

Mr. Bringuier said the Dis- 
trict Attorney had “hurt: all of 
the Cuban community.” 
Many of Mr.- Garrison's 

“clues” appear to be old ones. 
They were developed by the 
Warren Commission and the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and later rejected by them 
on grounds that they were ei- 
ther false Clues or were unsup- 
ported by evidence. 

Clue’s Are Described 
One of the “clues” jis the 

anti-Castro sentiment of David 
William Ferrie. the . former 
airline pilot who was found 
dead in bed this week, and 
what Mr. Garrison believes to 
have been a link between him, 
{Oswald and anti-Castro Cubans. 

Another: is testimony taken 
by the Warren Commission 
from Dean Andrews, a New 
Orleans attorney who = said, 
then denied, then said again 

ury Now Centered on Cuban Refugees 

‘Way Of punisning mm tor his 
“failure te follow up the Bay 
of Pigs invasion with a second 
military effort. 

‘The Key to the Case’ 

Although Mr. Garrison has’ 
declined to discuss details of his 
theory publicly, he alluded to it 
yesterday in a news conference} 

when he paraphrased “Alice i 
§ Wonderland” and said “the ke: 

to the whole case ig throug: 
the looking glass,” 

“Black is white, white ig 
black he went on, “I don’t 
want to be cryptic, but that's 
the way it is.’ 
Mr. Garrison also said yes-. 

terday that “there were sever, 
plots, and change of directio 
(in them) did occur.” 
The Federal Bureau of In- 

vestigation and the Warren 
Commission found _ television 

|film at station WDSU in New 
Orleans showing Oswalq dis-1 
tributing pro-Castro leafle’ 

j with two men. Oné of the m 
was identified by the bureau a: 
Charles Steele of New Orlean: 
who said that Oswald had hi 
him at an employment offic 

ilfor $2. 

that Oswald and several Latin 
American homosexuals 
once been sent to his office by 
a shadowy figure named “Clay 
Bertrand.” 

A third is'a photograph from 
Warren Commission files show- 
ing Lee Harvey Oswald dis- 
tributing pro-Castro literature 
with a man Mr. Garrison's in- 
vestigaters believe to be a. 
Cuban. . : 

The fact that Oswald was 
distributing pro-Castro, rather 
than anti-Castro, literature has 
not dissuaded Mr. Garrison 
from his theory that Oswald 
was part -of an anti-Castro 
plot. 

The District Attorney be-' 
lieves. according to one of his 
investigators, that Oswald! 
might have distributed the’ 
literature in an effort to win 

had; 

ly enough to convince the Ward 
|ren Commission staff that i 
{the second man had been aclos 
lassociate of Oswald's, som 
ltrace of the association woul 
have been found. The conclusion! 
of the staff was that Oswald 

had probably hired the man’ 
{from the employment office: - 

foeen that the man also was 
wanted for homicide. 

Later, police determined that 
the photograph Mr. Garrison 
had shown them was an-‘en- 
largement taken from the 
WDSU film. - 
_In_ addition to the photo- 
graphs, Mr. Garrison and his 
staff have also been intrigued 

‘by the rambling testimony of 
Mr. Andrews, the New Orleans 
attorney who now -works part 
time as. an Assistant District 
Attorney in Jefferson Parish, 
which borders New Orleans. 

Mr. Andrews testified that a 
few months before the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy on 
Nov. 22, 1963, Oswald came to 
his law office ih the company of 
“gay (a term meaning -homo- 
sexual) kids)—they were Mexi- 
canos” who said they had been 
sent by a man named “Clay 
Bertrand.” 

Oswald, he went on, wanted 
assistance in getting a “yellow- 
paper” discharge (slang for a 
“bad onduch!” 

3|changed by the Department of 
Defense to an honorable dis- 

*| charge, 
‘| Then, after..President Ken- 
‘Inedy was assassinated, the tes- 
‘|timony continues, “Clay Ber- 
-|trand” called at a hospital 
‘where Mr. Andrews was “under 
medication” and asked him to 
‘rush te Dallas and represént 
Oswald. ~ . 

Mr. Liebeler, Mr. Andrews ad- 
‘|mitted telling the Federal Bur- 
jeau of Investigation that Clay 
Bertrand was a “figment of 

imagination.” Thenu he added 
|that he had said this because 

Federal agency, “were on me 
like the plague.” ; 

. ' Deseriptions Varied 

He also conceded that he had 
once described Bertrand as 
being 6 feet 1 or 2 inches tall 
and 5 feet 8 inches tall, _ 

Mr, Liebler said an intensive 
search by the Fedéral Bureau 
‘of Investigation had, failed, to 

charge)! 

the “feebies,” his name for-thej. - 

show any evidence of the ex-! 
istance of a Clay Bertrand. 

Today, Mr. Andrews said he 
had not talked to Mr. Garrison 
because-such talk might be dan- 
gerous, but added that he be- 
lieved he was being “tailed.” 

He has been “tailed” sporad- 
ically, he went on, since the 
early 1950’s when he defended 
Carlos Marcello, 2 man accused 
by the Metropolitan Crime Com- 
mission here of having a link 
with the Mafia, . 

Mr. Garrison’s investigators 
found it “interesting” that Mr. 
Andrews had said that Oswald 
had been accompanied by “gay 

» Mexicanos.” They think 
they might have been Cubans 
and note that Mr. Ferrie, the 
former pilot, was once charged 
—but never prosecuted—for al- 
leged homosexual involvement 
with juveniles. 

However, the Orleans Parish 
Coroner, Nichols Chetta, said 
Mr. Ferrie died cf a brain 
hemorrhage, possibly broug! 
on bv stress, ral vs)
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KENNEDY: Death and 

New Orleans Plot /Talk 
——., 

New Giilens ist. “Atty” Jim 
Garrison — a flamboyant 6-foot-6 

gun-toting politician—announced to 

the world last week that he had 
"solved the assassination of Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy and will 
arrest every individual involved in 

the course of time." ‘ 
He gave himself plenty of time: 

" .. It might be months ... i 
might be 30 years." But he said, 
"This is no Mickey Mouse investiga- 
tion. There were other people in- 
volved besides Lee Harvey Oswald." 

The announcement surprised mil- 
lions who had accepted the Warren 
Commission Report when it said 

' there was no creditable evidence to 
be: drawn from the hundreds of 
rumors linking others ina plot with 

; Oswald, who the commission found 
did the shooting. a i 

' However, Garrison was mining a 
solid shaft of doubt in this country 
and abroad with his revelations. A 

, Harris Survey last October found 
that Americans, by a 3 to 2 margin, 
refuse to accept the lone-assassin 
idea: ~ _ . 
‘Garrison blamed local newspapers, 

for breaking the story too soon and: 
endangering his case and his witnes-’ 
ses (one of whom died in less-than- 
clear circumstances shortly after the 

story began to raise world-wide 
headlines). The newspapers in ‘New 
Orleans said they broke the story 
because Garrison had spent some 
$8,000 of the taxpayer's money since 

last October when he began his 
: secret investigation. ae 

Garrison's Plot Theory __ 

Garrison denied that his findings 
showed any foreign involvement mn 
the assassination, but further than 

| that he provided no details. 
From newspaper investigations, 

| however, it seems that his plot4 
theory rests on an FBlI-refuted tip | 

| from _a_New_ Orleans courthouse 

hanger-on and "private -detectiv 
by the name of Jack S. Martin. 

Martin told authorities that Dav 

‘Ferrie, a former airline pilot (fir 

after being involved in a more 

arrest ‘with minor boys), taug 

Oswald how to shoot a rifle with 

telescopic sight, put Oswald in. 

hypnotic trance with directions . 

shoot Kennedy, and arranged - 

spirit him out of Dallas in a pla 

after the killing. But after Ne 

Orleans authorities picked up Ferr 

in the assassination aftermath, 

Secret Service agent reported: th 

Martin, "who has every appearan 

of being an alcoholic," admitted 1 

suffers from "telephonitis" whe 
drinking and that it was during o1 

‘of his drinking sprees that | 
telephoned Asst. Dist. Atty. Herms 
S. Kohiman and told him tt 

| fantastic story. 

Even so, when Ferrie died la 
week, adding his name to the list « 

at least 16 persons who were: linke 

with the assassination and who hav 

since died, a shudder ran throug 
those who claimed some knowledg 
of Oswald's activities in New 0. 
leans when he lived there.during th 
summer of 1963. 

Suicide to Avoid Arrest? 
Garrison termed Ferrie's death 

suicide, implying that he. kille 

himself to avoid arrest, but. th 

coroner said he died from nature 

causes—a blown blood vessel in th 

brain—and that there was nothin 

to indicate suicide except an ur 
signed, undated typewritten not 
saying death was a "sweet prospect 

found on the dining room table ii 
Ferrie's apartment. 

After the death, others connectet 

with the Garrison investigation 
dropped from sight. David. Lewis, a 
bus station baggage clerk and 
"private detective," moved his fami- 
ly, then showed up in Garrison's 

‘office saying: "I'm not’. worried 
about myself, but I am about my 
family. Maybe there has been too 
-much said about me already, but 
‘they know my name and know what 
, I-look like and they know where I 
work, so that's it." Lewis claimed to 
have known Oswald, and says he) 
saw him with five. other men 
Garrison feels ‘were connected with 

,the Kennedy plot. "I won't name 
‘any name until Garrison tells me 
so," Lewis had said earlier. "There 
definitely, absolutely was a plot. 
There was other people. involved 
besides Oswald." 

Cuban Exiles in Case 

Cuban exiles added spice to the 
case. Oswald was connected with the 
Fair Play for Cuba Committee—a 
pro-Castro organization—when he 
was in New Orleans. Several still- 
mysterious Cubans are reportedly 
working with Garrison in his inves- 
tigation, and there is the persistent 
rumor that some exiles, angry at 
Kennedy's failure to order all-out 
support ofthe exile invasion. at the 
Bay -of Pigs in 1961, were talking 
about killing the President. +:.:.-35 

’ As the week waned, Garrison kept 
his details to himself, went about 
raising money to continue his inves- 
tigation, warned that continued 
publicity endangered the lives of 
witnesses, and refused_to pass on his 
file to Washington. E/VP 
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AUSTIN, Tex., Feb. 24 (AP) 
—Gov. John’ Connally said to- 

day he had personal doubts that 

Mr. Garrison’s investigation 

would produce “anything: new, 

or revealing.” i 

- "The Governor, who: - was 

wounded while riding with Mr. 

Kennedy in Dallas, said, he. aid 

not “want to pass judgment”, 

on Mr. Garrison’s investigation 

\egince I am not appraised of 

‘the facts” and said he was sure 
was a ' Mr. 

ple public official.” Ew). 


