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5 Not Suicide :

1o New Orleans Pathologish{
I,’ 7y - » ,
'* Discloses Findings After

|s¢sperforming Ferrie Autopsy

13 BY JACK NELSON

Z; and NICHOLAS C. CHRISS 4 °

-fis Times Staft Writers : i

! \EwW ORLEANS—The pathold:
Egt who performed an autopsy of
David William Ferrie, a key figure
in the local investigation of Presi- -
dént John F. Kennedy's assassina-.

n, said Thursday Ferrie "defi®
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Fely did not commit suicldeX™ ¢,
e+ The comment from Roqald A, ‘
Welsh, a Louisiana State University .
“professor, came amid mugll' confu
sion swirling around Ferrie's deat
Mednesday.

#80rleans Parish (County) Corone#
Nicholas Chetta revealed that Fer®

@'s body lay unclaimed in the |
#ty-parish morgue .and wpu}d b%v )
$uried in potter's field within 30
#dys unless his friends or relativel

‘ E’iﬁme forth to claim the body. = 9 -
o

“Dr. Chetta said the official cau g

Ferrie's death still remains uns.
Nassified, and would stay that wa

83 1i] toxicology reports are coms
%eted in about a week. 4

s
_=iHowever; he did say there wgr'é
po marks of violence on Ferrie's
jody. And he reiterated that th
iamediate cause of Ferrie's deatl
s a cerebral hemorrhage. Thi
Fontrasted with a statement We%
bsday by Dist. Atty. Jim Garrisoni -
hat Ferrie had com(;nitttﬁ@ suicide?
rrison later hedged, telling news
fen they should check with thq
goroner. .
** Meanwhile, the FBL continued ity
solicy of refusing to comment on the
< @arrison investigation, but it was
rned the FBI had _ehmmateq
- "Ferrie as a suspect early in its prob¢
- @f the assassination. : 8
- The FBI accumulated - evidence
~rhich it considered showed conclu#’
_gively that Ferrie and Presidentt-
Kennedy's assassin, Lee Harvey Osa

No Marks of Violence ,1 :

wald, were not acquainted and that

Ferrie was in New Orleans on thd -

‘zafternoon of Nov. 22, 1963, the day of
e assassination in Dallas.

- Garrison, who launched the coni -

troversial investigation threé
months ago, issued a three and one?
alf page stateqie ursday afters
ing out at "self-appointe

experts" who he sdid think that
everything his office had developed
in the probe "should be tied up intd

\io the federal government.," ™ .
- Reaction by Garrison 3>
" During news conferences Mondayj
fand Wednesday Garrison reacted
{ strongly to any suggestions that he
turn his investigation over to the

FB% or seek federal aid. 1
‘.\._ e sald in the statement Thurse:
day: "Just in case I have not madd -
oSt T Takh over
0 circumstances wi urn m{gg
ny evidence whith we—Have ga
"?red to any o_t_h_engaency.“ s
Y Garrison concluded the statemen®®
he had Monday and Wednesda?yif‘
Yy saying that he would have 16
g.\rther comments on his investigal
on because of the adverse effect 6t
. publicity on .any future steps hé.
‘might take. ;
(Garrison Wednesday had d
sgribed Ferrie as "one of history

‘nedy.
.planned to arrest Fe
next week.

. Perrie's body was d
covered Wednesday
11:40 am. in his seco
flpor walkup - apartme]
Dr. Chetta said the !

died anytime between 145e
Tuesday night and 5 amtg
ednesday. . vl
' Last Visitor. ~I"
Apparently, Geor
'Lhrdner Jrox WashiAgton
Post ~reporter who intefio
viewed Ferrie from’ midd
ht to 4 am;, was t

nig

dst person to ‘see hiiRD

ve. : m—
. The whereabouts and

significance of the uniden-

tified man who reportedly

notified officials of Fer-

ri¢'s -death still remains

‘obscure. . :

. Garrison's office refused

o comment, The homicide

bureau. and .office of the:
chief of police referred all

questions "apout. the man :
to the coroner's office. Dr.

Chetta’ said, as far as he’
knew, the man had wan-

dered by Ferries " spart-

neat packages and shipped at oncé -

ohent e g
RS

syspicious and notified the, '

‘digtrict attorney's officeit
-Dr. Chetta revealed tha¥!

/pﬁrt of the note found ofi’
th dinin? table in Fer
rie's clutiered aparime
would rﬁ'ﬂﬁ’\glassifig'

til the official cause j'
ath is blic.

ath_is made publi
said the note was typed.b
) Férrf(?ﬁrwqﬁigneg
/ ahd Undated, "and as fﬂg

ag”] "§ concerned cou
ve been written la§
week." R
YHe "said the district dte
tdrnéy's office had ask
that  most of the nof¥l
remain classified. He saft!
e part of the note sti®
—kept secret was "philoa-
sophical in nature,” but
declined to elaborate
further. o o
Dr. Chetta Wednesday '
revealed only the first:
paragraph-‘of the: note
. which said. "To leave this
life is, for me, a sw
‘prospect. I find nothing
it that is desirable .and ¢
the other ' hand, every>
thing that : ‘
Dr.. Chet

could come ‘through tE\I
‘use of pills which indue
such violent retching ﬂh)a&
‘they might have :ﬁﬁ
sulted in bursting a blood

vessel in the base §§[
Ferrie's skull--the cau
of the cerebral hemo
rhage. 8
. However, he emphasized;
that this was only a t.hega

ryA ‘ed If Ferrie ‘coulj‘:ﬁ
have been killed, for e
ample, by a karate blow
the back of the neck, Chel-
ta replied that there w
‘o sign of any tissue da
.age and nothing to shéd
that--such a blow migh
have been administered. .q
Under Strain . - "jt
Welsh, a professor . of
pathology at LSU's schodB
-~ of medicine, -said his autt
"tdpsy showed: that ‘Ferrit
had a history of high bloodt
ressure. He said the hight
blood pressure was abovj

a "moderate to moderately

" gevere degree." -

- .Welsh indicated that
. Fertie apparently was un-|
.der -a .strain - which he;

i



__severe._anxiety and

‘described as “a "keg  of
“dynamite" in view of his!

. medical history, and said

““his autopsy indicated
Ferrie had had a previous
“hemorrhage, but may not'
even have realized it. . .

He pointed out* that,

“cause - the bood’]

8 ed O S
_tously. . Jitia
However, Welsh empha-
sized that it was up tothd
‘coroner to classify _'
death and that this wo
“not be completed until the
final toxicological investH
gation. . : 8b
He said it was extrembiyl
remote that Ferrie ut8
tempted to commit suicidd

with an overdose of pilldl
‘. In_the “interview with

: patlon" with the asgassina-
J tion” ghoﬁna:ih" }?ut

‘Lardner—observed that
Fetﬁe;

Copies of - maga
cles on the President's
death, books attacking the

| 's room owed it
occupied " him da and
night; Lardner

S of zine aﬁ

Ferrie explained hxs owna~
investigation . by - telling
Lardner, "I'm just cur-.
fous." He said he did not
trust the courts.or Gar-+
on's investigation. .
Ferrie also said he and
everal acquaintances wenti
Texas after the assassi-
ation—but not to Dallas.
e said they went to the -
alveston - Houston area
to hunt geese.-
™ Ferrie was a native of
Cleveland. He moved to
New Orleans in the early
1950s, after spending a
short time in Miami.

af’ "Varied Career
- At one time, he attended

4 seminary for priests in
Carthagena, Ohio, but

~ dropped " out before his

drdination, He taught ae-

- ronautics at Benedictine

€atholic  High School in

Clzveland from 1944 to
8

5 o+ Ferrie had been a com-

mercial ‘airline’ pilot,

. Garrison said, and-at the

time of his death he listed )

himself in the telephone |

““Temoved.

hgﬂ 1‘,653‘551#)9

orres, ‘ was
own re-

directory as a psychiatrist |
and worked part-time as a ’
wrivate investigator as
well as giving flying les-
sons at'the New Orleans
'Y airport.

L4

Ferrie was arrested in

quest from a Jall cell to the
- hospital at Orleans Parish
" “prison. ]
eV DSUTY. said ft had -
beeflY FHCTY

‘Warren Commission, even
his own mathematical cal-
“culations of the path of the
pssassin's . bullets, clu
the ﬂom;.

i On Tuesday, Fe 'f 13

eiefferson  Parish in 1961

on_a morals charge involv-

2inf\ Q@ BiFét-old boy, but

hoy 4
-1?% . “ue;m%# 5
) er reported that

}’F’etrie told him he ‘wag
luent in " several langua-
es and tralned in’ psycho-
logy and medicine.
;»_-Dr Chetta said he found
riestly vestments"  in
rrie's apartment. :
other person on the
iphery of the- case,
id Lewis, 26, a bus
#tition baggage handler
(gropped out of sight
ednesday night but
wed up- in" Garrison's
~otfice Thursday. He had

said he had feared for 'the !
..safet 37 of his' family be-
i 0

- i 1his know;ledge
plssible Sp: racy to
. bilhMr. Kennegly.

Torres elaime: ave

received a telephone call
threatening the man's life.
Criminal ‘Sheriff Louis
Heyd Jr. had no comment
other than to say TorreS'

VRN, naugit -acher

%&M

tate Pnson.at Angolain

anua nd has ',

uestlone son‘s
; in\restlgators Torres lwed
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