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The chief reason for Kennedy
family bitterness against L.B.J. im-
mediately after the assassination
‘was the belief that it was the Vice

“President who had persuaded John
P, Kennedy to go to Texas.

In the absence of Johnson's per-
guasiveness, President Kennedy nev-
1¢r would have gone to the dangerous

anti - Kennedy city ‘of Dallas and
ould be alive today—or so the Ken-
edy family believes., This has con-
ibuted tp the enmity between the
Fwo most powerful political families
dn America and may influence the
jrlx_ext election for President.
o However, we have done some
eful research regarding the rea-
sons why President Kennedy went

Texas and find that the facts are

“fxactly the opposite. It was Presi-
Tdent Kennedy himself, not the Vice
gresident, who initiated the trip.
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sl In August, 1961, eight months aft-
zér President Kennedy was inaugu-
rated, he approached Speaker Sam
sBayburn regarding a trip to Texas
.and asked him to handle the prepa-
gations, Rayburn said he would be
glad to do so, but the time was not
iripe. He suggested President Kenne-
@y wait until after the 1962 Congres-
«gional and gubernatorial elections.
ot Rayburn died on Nov. 16, 1961.
Wrhe following August, President

Kennedy conferred with another .

‘dFexas congressman, the late Albert
gThomas of Houston, who had helped
-Inake that city an important capital
‘dor the space program.

-ir Thomas suggested a - President

fund-raising dinner in - Houston
could raise a lot of money for the
Democratic Party. At that time Dick
-McGuire, chief Democratic money-
‘miaiser, had been pressing President
sKennedy because no funds had been
-gollected in Texas since 1960.
-1t After talking to Thomas, Presi-
sflent Kennedy phoned Vice Presi-
dent Johnson, who advised him to
2kheck with John Connally, Presi-
dent Kennedy's secretary’ of the
‘#flavy, then running for governor. of

- Jexas. .

¥ Connially was then embroiled in
tbugh primary election with Sen.
talph Yarborough, a liberal Demo-
Eiat whom he managed to defeat in
e final m&?g by only 20,000 votes.
Buring the dhmpaign, Connally had

" said_he was opposed to imost of

emmedysder
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. negative response, President K

vt
President Kennedy's program whiﬁi%‘f
Yarborough supported Mr. Kennedgy ;
After Connally's victory in N,
vember, 1962, Dick McGuire telgx.
phoned Connally about the proposed .
Kennedy trip and the fund-raising"
dinner. Connally replied that the
time was still not ripe. He wanted to:
pay off his own debt, which amoungy
ed to nearly $1,500,000—the biggel
in Texas politics — and he did
want money drained off to the De
ocratic National Committee.

Following Gov.elect Connally

nedy checked with Vice Preside:
Johnson about the trip. Mr. Johnsg
agreed with Connally, urged dela
Six months later, in June, 1963,
President Kennedy told both Vica
President Johnson and Gov. Cog-~
nally that he wanted to go to Texas;’
Connally didn't give all the reasons-:
to President Kennedy, but he felt
the Xennedy visit would not help,
him politically at all. ISR
na}iater in the summiner, v;l;}i'igcto‘ -
y was vigiting W )i
President ' Kennedy .proposed th
the Texas fund-raising dinner b
held Aug. 27, Lyndon Johnso
birthday. Connally said no, it w2
too close to Labor Day, s
v *

However, he agreed that the din-
ner should be held in Novembep!”
He was still far from enthusiastifjc
since he was still raising meney
pay off his own 1962 campaign deb}.
However, inasmuch as Presidei
Kennedy had appointed Connal
secretary of the xxw, Connally owe
him some suppo! finally agreégt:
on the November date. Significant
ly, the President admonished Coil«
nally: "Don't tell Lyndon. He'll g
his nose out of joint if I go dow
against his advice." o
Vice President Johnson didfd¥+
learn about the dinner until Seps
tember. ) S g
On’ Oct. 20, one day after thx ng

‘gest ‘dinner in Texas - history - foft

Sen. Yarborough, the White Ho
officially confirmed the fact .
Kennedy was going to Texas o' :No
21-22. . R X
It was only at this point that Vi
President Johnson, who had catfa:
tioned against the Texas trip in the.
first ‘place, got official confirmatioikt:
He then telephoned several Texax
leaders to help assure that the dig;
ner would be a success. "~ m‘fdl;




