b e £ B e e S et e e i

R R

HOOVER CHARGES

| “Was Briefed Frequ ntly ‘a :
; Texta of exchange of Iettera

1 ,r,;By FRED l{.,GRAHAM o

|J. Edgar Hoover has charged|
|thdt ail wiretapping and elec-|"
[tronic eavesdropping carried out}
by the Federal Bureau of Inves-|;
itigation while Robert F. Kenne-

; Kermedy

{H. R. Gross,

T e

ROBERT KENNEDY |

-+

F B.I. Chief Says in a Letter h
That Ex-Attorney General

K L aansawi

.- will: be found on Page 84

i

}, ..~ “Special to The New York Times -
WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 —i-

dy was Attorney General was
done with the approval of Mr.[-

-In a letter from the director
of the F.BI. to Representative
Republican of|
Iowa, Mr. Hoover broke his long|
silence over the bureau’s eaves:,
dropping and laid the responsi-
bility directly to Mr. Kennedy,|
a Democrat who is now the
junior Senator from New York,
Mr. Kennedy was at P.S. 305
in’ the Bedford-Stuyvesant secy)
tion of Brooklyn when the news|
of Mr. Hoover's letter becamé
‘known, attending a meet!.ng bn
redeveloplng the area.
. Asked for & comment, he re-,
plied ;
‘. “You can get a sta.temen
from my Washington office. I
‘have nothing to say gow.”
. Statethent Issped -
The Senajor's office then
lssued a statement- accusing

e e
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i|sentative Gross
.[this statement.

- “Mr. Kennedy, during his

i/term of office [as  Attoriey
{General], exhibited great in-
] tergst in pursuing such matters‘

{and, while in’ different metro-
polltan areas, not only listened
to the results of microphone
surveillances, but raised que&
tions relative to obtaining bet-
ter equipment,” - Mr, Hoovgr
wrote Mr. Gross. ’ ;
<. “He was briefed frequently
by an F.BI. official regardiiig’
such matters,” Mr. Hoover said,
T Mr. Hoover attached’ d d5eT
Iment signed by Mr. Kennedy,

'In+which : the - former. Atk
‘General ' discussed the usé”ost
leased telephone lines in ~th
gperation of hidden micropnones
4in security and major criminal
cases *

~In a televised intervlew on
the American Broadcasting
Company's “Issues and An-
swers,” last June 26, Mr: Ken-
nedy was asked, “Did you au-|
thorize the F.B.I. wiretaps of'
gamblers’  telephones in Las
Vegas in '62 and '63?” v
:Ne, I did not,” Mr. Kennedy
zeplled

:.He said he had never author-
ized any wiretaps rexcept ln
|national ‘ security cases. -
1= Mr. Hoover has been plaoed
in an increasingly awkward po-
sition in recent weeks as:’a
series of events have discloséd
numerou.s instances - of ehw-;

tronic by
F.BEin: organixed: uhnefimves—i

tigations ovér ‘me”mst’ '!e
yesrs ‘ Hy i
i One Such” disclosurexca.me to
cht on May 24 when the  Just
nt disclosed in -8
tnemomndum to the Supreme!
Court that Fred B. Bla.ck.’h"
&' Washington public relations|
man, had been the subject of

m

qutned by the then existing Jus-
ent pol ‘to ob-
- the -Attorney- X

®
] on before authorizing
the use of a hidden mlcrophone,
or bug.
' “Wiretaps, which involve ﬁhe
interception of telephone calls,
J|are not used by Federal agents
'without the express consent.of
‘the Attorney General, and then
‘onily in natfonal securlty cases,
jthe Marshall memorandum eXs
plaine¢ ’ ot
iLast Monday, Mr. Grass
wrote Mr. Hoover ‘ observing
that Mr. Kennedy had imp!
in statements that he had n

tions. Mr. Gross asked if '
F.BI. had documents to
that Mr. Kennedy had" approvﬂ
the use of bugging, as well‘Q.é(
wlretapping .

- Mr. Hoover’s response, Dated
Dec. 7, was released by Repre-
sentative Gross in Jackson,
Miss., where he was visiting his
brother E. L. Gross. - !
~To the letter Mr. Hoover at-"
tached a document described as
a letter with the name of the
addressee and part of the text
deleted

... Request for Cooperation

- Dated Aug. 17, 1961, the let-
ter appears to be a requpest for)
cooperation in leasing telephone|i
lines in New York City for use[:
in electronic surveilance. |
" In recent ‘disclosures of elec:
tronic bugging by the F.BI in
Las Vegas, Miami and Kansas
City, Mo., leased telephone lines
Were used to carry the sounds
picked up on hidden micro-
phones to monitoring rooms in
ofﬁoes of the F.B.1.

.. Mr. Hoover also attached a
letter from Herbert J. Miller
J¥., who was the Assistant At-
tomey General in charge of thé
Criminal Division under Mr.
Kennedy. In the letter to Sena-
tor Sam J, Ervin Jr., dated May
25, 1961, Mr. Miller answered
the North Carolina Democrat’s
guestions about the extent of
lpctronic eaveso;oipping
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. had

Mr’ ‘ Miller

| checked wlﬂLth&F-Bquéhad
mmm that. at that time thg

u had 67 bugs tn’ opera‘

Mr. Hoover of being ‘“misd F.BI electronic bugging in . tion, both in internal security
informed.” hotel suite here. and organized crime investiga-
& i i
Attached, to the Kes ay 2yt Court Demands Data tions.

'l‘he Court demanded to know
who had authorized the eaves-
dropping. In . a supplemental
memorandum signed by Solici-
tor: General Thurgood Marshall,
the - Justice Department sald‘
“The director [Mr. Hoover] ap-
proved installation of the device
myolved in the instant case'i
o9 - memorandum - said
Mro Hoover &nd not - been

Mr. Hoover added in his let:
iter to Representative Gross
that he had discussed electronic]
surveillance with former Attor-
Dey General Nicholas deB.
Katzenbach on Aug. 30, 1965, in
‘which he outlined the same
eavesdropping policy that he
had discussed with other Attor-l
-heys General in the past.

‘Mr. Katzenbach, who is now
‘Under Secretary of State, was
in*his ‘office this. aftemoon butj

statement was ‘a letter  fron¥
Courtney A. Evans, the asslata.nt
[director of the F.B.I., who & ted
{as ldison hetween the burem
] Mr. Kenniedy when he \vaé
{Attorney General.
5 ‘Mr. Evaps said in the letter
tha.t Mr. Kennedy had not been
told of electronic bugging bﬁ
cause the bureau director had
general authority to install hid-
den microphones without spe-
cific authorization.

-Mr. Hoover’s letter to Rem‘ea

&cllned to- comment” o




