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~ Hoover ‘Misinformed,’
" Senator Comments as

_ - Quarrel Becomes Public

BY DAVID KRASLOW
Times Sllﬂ Weiter
WASHINGTON — A bitter be-
hind-the-scenes argument between

' FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and
. Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D-N.Y.)
pver who authorized electronic

eavesdropping by the FBI became
& public quarrel Saturday. ’

‘Hoover sald that Kennedy, when '

he was attorney general, not only
knew about FBI bugging in criminal
investigations, but insisted on more
of it.

. Kennedy replied that "apparently .

Mr. Hoover has been misinformed,"

and released a letter from Courtney..

A. Evans, former FBI assistant.
director, who was in charge of the
Bureau's - organized. crime . drive,

that seemed to contradict Hoover's'
. statement. ’ :

No Direct Relponle

But Kennedy, in his preparedf

statement did not respond directly
to FBI .documents- which Hoover
sent to Rep. H. R. Gross (R-Iowa),
which purported to show that both
Kennedy and Herbert J. Miller,

assistant attorney general in charge,

of the criminal division under Ken-

nedy, knew the FBIL was buggmg m,

al cases.

Illegal FBI bugging has. become a
eritical issue in the fraud, conspira-

cy and income tfax evagion case
against Bobby Baker, former gecre-
tary to Senate Democrats, and in the
tax case against Fred B. Black .Tr, )
Baker associate.

The Supreme Court reversed. the
conviction of Black and ordered &

new trial after the Justice Depart-
ment admitted the bugging. Baker's
lawyers are seeking to have the
charges against Baker dismissed on
the grounds that the government's

evidence was contaminated by bo57 :

bach. .

ging.
Theé feud over the FBI eavesdrop-
ping is but another manifestation of

-the intense personal dislike that is

known in Washington to have deve-
loped between Hoover and Kennedy
after the agsassination of President
Iohn F. Kennedy, "~ - ¢
Argument Has Continued .
2:Both men and their associates

have been arguing their conflicting -

points of view for months in private
discussions with reporters and oth-

ers. Now, suddenly, it is out in the. .

open, with Kennedy and Hoover re:

_ ferring to each other by name, )
" Further echoes of this intense dls-

. ‘agreement could well be heard in -
~ the courts and Congress, and there

mag be political repercussxons as

Tt was understood that the ques-

-tion of whether Kenmedy approv,

the bugging of Baker, Black and o

-ers came up in a meeting President
sJohnson had at the White Houge

last year with Hoover and the then
attorney general, Nlcholas Katzen~

S

According to bne report fromu@

,,-nurce who: asked not; to ‘be identi-

Jied, Hooveg, told the Pres-

dent that Kennedy did.
“Hot approve the eaves-
¢ pping. .
:# Katzenbach, now under-
mecretary  of state, said
through a spokesman Sat-

rday- that it is his policy

-pever to discusy
gons with ‘th %ﬁ%ﬂg
“Fhere .wds 1o’ : confirma-
of the. meeting from..

e spokesman. ; . :
Asked whether Hoover
.made such . a state-

‘Thent to the President, an
‘FBL spokesman said -hg.
:would check but doubted -
that the FBI would have
ny comment.
&It was evxdent from
Evans’ letter that Kenne-
y had been anticipating a.
yroadside from Hoover for
" & long time, The letter wa$
‘dated last Feb. 17 and was .
written to Kennedy at the
aénator's request.’
¥ Only two months ear-A
Her, the Los Angeles
Times disclosed that the
¥BI had eavesdropped ex-
‘tensively in Las Vegas and
~alsewhere . in organized

‘grime  investigations dur-“’

fng Kennedy's tenure,
:Some of those bugged,”
er Baker associates. ..
« The embarrassment for]
the FBI became motk>
. acute with subsequent dis+
“¢losures of bugging of.
“Black and Baker.  Now
. Hoover, stung by criticism
-of the bureau has claimed:
that eavesdroppmg "wag,
.-abviously increased at Mr.
;Kennedy's insistence
~while he was in office."

Under Department
-# The FBI i3 an arm of.
t.lle Justice Department'

vand thus is subordinate to
tpe attorney general. . &°

The Hoover-Kennedy ;
ispute burst into the; 4

"Qpen Saturday with the ret
slease by Rep. Gross of an

* éxchange of letters with’

5 Hoover along with two’]

oct?nents Hoover sent

ross is visiting rela~-

(Ive?in Jackson, Miss., and -

~yeleased the documente
there.

T4 Gross asked Hoover.

~sbout reports indicating
*the FBI has engaged . We

,eavesdroppmg and wire-’

;tapping without authofi- |

»ut gn from the attorneya

Under a policy that ori-

s g inated with Presxden!:ﬁ
+ Eranklin D. Rooseveélt and“‘
;> 8till in effect, the FBI hag?}
*been permitted to tap teld-

= phone lines in national se-

~eurity cases, but only with

~the approval of the att

“ney general in each in-
e ltance

;. Wiretapping is not an
~issue in the Hoover-Ken+
“ned y controversy. The
o.eqvesdropplng in Las VQ‘;
»gpal seda:xhd ellsewhere e

\{ e plantirig of
ierophohies Iin hotel roo%ils"

and ofﬁces transmls- ‘
aon of the mo tored com
ersations to ah FBI li
tening post v spec1a1
ileased telephone‘%nes 4
Hoover sent Gross an -
.Aug. 17, 1961, FBI memo
Ef,;gg'n b Kengedy imgd
ZWwhich Hoover said Kenneé-
; pproved palicy for

‘us;the sage of mi phones
“eovering both secuhty and




major criminat casys,”

areas, not only listened to.
the results of micro hong -
‘surveillances but rajsed’
~—questions—relative- "ta’ob:".
“taining better eqlupmgant:t
Kennedy did not reply;o
~-this “point, but a sourc
‘ close to Kennedy sdid’ the:
_senator heard tapes of con:
versations between un
--world figures at two bri
""ings on organized crime
FBI agents in New Yo
an.d Chlcaxo in 1963.

 the tapes were ol

there was a g
.%Hmuon ihgt n;’?g;,’;‘s_'

also sent -Gross,
tiiaaMay 25, 1961, letter from**"

Asst.

iSen S‘: tty Glgll}wy ﬁerat)tt-)%
C-) in which Mﬂler sdid
3 BI had 7 ereta NS
Jan) electmnjc listenine:
'\v{ 9 ﬁ ! fe ¥ .
écu 3
crime invest.igations. A
Kennedy did not refer
.to the FBI memo or the.
‘Miller letter in hig state-w

a*menl:. :
Later he sald through ”i'"
spokesman that he had no
)mowledge of the Miller
letter, As for the memo,
Kennedy said he "has no
mpresent recollection of it.*
Talks of Eavesdropping -
f »The FBI memo discus-
‘8és microptione eavesdrop-
ping in New York and
seeks Kennedy's. approval
%1011 "use ‘leased ‘telephone
es as an adjunct to our.j
nucro horie  surveillan-
£ this were done, the
,_emo says, "this’ type

and major criminal cases.*
The spokesman for Ken-
“inedy said the senator feels
that the memo's language .5
"entirely prospective,? |
uggesting that before thewg
Bl eavesdropped in @;
soecific case it would seek i

w

& J,cludmg matters referred

iapproval from Kenneay.

-~ "This never happened,*:
“the spokesman said, add-,
ing that the memo Is ex--
“plained in part by Evans"_i

* letter.
¢ Kennedy said in hxs
ostatement that Hoover

¥

“should have consulted.
@‘E vans before speaking®

L out.

{ Kennedy noted that

| Evans, now a lawyer in

iWashmgton was in the.

\FBI- for 21 years and
4served as the bureau's liai-
ison officer 'with the attor-
.sney general's difice during

Kennedy'sA@nure:)

{ Kennédy said: Evans

¥ "was present on each occa-’

ssion when any matter was..

;&dlscussed with any repre-
‘:sentatlve of the FBI, in-~

oo

#ito in Mr. Hoover's state-

Letter Quoted
‘Evans gaid in his letter:’
%~ "On Jan. 10, 1961, while
you were attorney gener-
- al-designate, a memoran-.
. dum was delivered to you
" furnishing a summary of.
the use of wigetapping by
the F'BI in serious nation-
al security cages. Thereaf-
ter, individual requests. in
these . . . cases for wiretap
authorization were sent to

you by the FBI for appro-
val, These were the only '
wiretap authorizations

_which were ever submit-

ted to you.

"Since prior attorneys
general had informed the
FBI that the use of mi-
crophones, as contrasted

“ to telephone taps, need not
be specifically approved
. by the attorney general, I
- did not discuss the use of
“ these devices with you in
. national security or other

o

’L any “written materiaL that
%was sent to you'at’ any
time concerning this
- procedure, or concerning

- the. use, specific location
or other details as to instal-
lation of any such devices !

.- In Las Vegas or anywhere
Ty €else.”
£ The FBI has been under ;
attack for the bugging in;
'Las - Vegas and elsewhere "
B Dbecause of the constitu--
J tional guarantee under the.
EFourth Amendment,
against unreasonable’
t‘search and seizure. Tres<
gpass occurred in the bug- .
ging and courts have ruled :
that evidence obtained by i
‘trespass. violates the;
- Fourth Amendment. i
Clearly, Hoover feels
that Kennedy should take .
! gome of the responsibility
-—and heat—for the illegal
bugging that occurred :
:: during his administration. ;

.- Kennedy, just as clearly,

i feels he should not be’

~ blamed for a practice he’
:-says he doesn't approve

. and of which he insists he
~ had no knowledge.

: » The meeting of- the

\ Presxdent Hoover and®
Katzenbach preceded the
issuance of a policy me-3
~.morandum by Mr. John-

. son to all government

’{ ’agenmes on June 30, 1965,.1

"“on_eavesdropping. e

... The memo is said to ban
gl forms of eavesdropping
except in national security -
scases and then only with -
#approval of the .attorney’ ;

“.general. It has never been
.made public, £A2D . .



