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o killed President Kennedy,
A and why? In the minds of
' some Americans, those questions are
as real today as they were in the stark
#moments following the assassination
in Dallas three years ago last Tue-
sday. The first question —who?—
seemed to have been answered by the
Warren Commission two years ago,
when it concluded that Lee Harvey
'Oswald, acting alone, had shot the
*President. As for the second question
— why? — any certain knowledge
was denied the public forever when
Jack Ruby pumped a bullet into Os-
wald in the basement of the Dallas
% police headquarters.
B¢ But in recent months the questions
g@have begun again. Did Oswald really
& pull the trigger? If so, was he really
#not part of a conspiracy? Did the
%= Warren Commission leave significant
¥ stones unturned in its investigation?
as there been a conspiracy in Wash-
ington to protect conspirators m Dal-

n preparing his two articles  for
es¢ on the Warren Report and the

Critics and The Cultists, p.14), writer

-~ the tortured landscape of the Kenne-
i dy murder and found that the Com-
£ - mission’s critics offer not answers but,
~! for the most part, only more ques-
§ tions.

For Weaver, the search for answers

indings (The Warren Report: The

three years ago, when he was asked tg'¥ |
prepare a three-part series of articledoil
on Chief Justnce Earl Warren folm&
Holiday magazine. Fired by the chal-. %
lenge, he began to see the project on #id-
larger scale, as the full-length study afii
a controversial Californian who, sd¢ll
governor, served his native state dui -

ing a time of explosive growth and, as -

-Chief Justice, has presided over a -

judicial revolution. Weaver's bookyarn
Warren: The Man, The Court, The{ ;
Era, is to be published this spring by I
Little, Brown & Company. (Both thiggw
week’s article on Page 14 and the sefxgs
ond part next week were adaptedgw
from a chapter of this book.) aiag
Starting in the Chief Justice’s bookin,
lined chambers in the Supreme Courtyg
Building in Washington, D.C,, Weav- :*
er tracked the Warren story from ifsaj¢
humble beginning in Los Angeles onynj
March 19, 1891, through the early fy
years in Bakersfield, the Warren Era g
in California, and the turbulent years;(3
on the bench, from school desegregg- o
tion to reapportionment from the agy 4
ministration of criminal justice to
rullngs on prayer and Bible readmgC i
in public schools. blids
“Although it represents only mm
months_gut. of more than 40 years of
public life; the-Warren Commission is
at present the-most timely--and.con- .
troversial phase of the-Warren story.”™ "
says Weaver. “The critics andt:‘uTt%Exi
have had great sport shooting holes |
the Report, but my hunch is that n

a“mtybﬁl" nasbeﬁo: n&%ﬁ
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American” ssid Revilo P. Ohvot.-proie-ot
: ofdnss:cllphilologywhowrvedforywlon.:,
*j; the council of the John Birch Society.

. "Inhuhsthxme-qemﬂw(:onpa-
%+ a serious reduction in the oil depletion al-’
i*: lowance,” wrote Thomas G. Buchanan, a

left-wing American expatriate who insisted a
"wmpnracyhndbeenoonﬂwedandfmanoed
by right-wing Itimillionai di
not only to protect their tax break but also
thwmunmomphmx,wlm:hhdbeenthmt-

met his death at the hands of an insignificant !
youth who, in the words of his widow, had
-wanted “to do something that would make
him outstanding, that he would be known in
history.” To accept Oswald’s guilt, rejecting
all plots, cabals and conspiracies, was to ac-

W e

by John D. Weaver
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declined; mmmumm
t-drafted—~ E

TheWmnCanmmm(lholﬁculhﬂe
wnTheBreudent’sCommnmonmm*'
sassination of President Kennedy) was com-
posed of two senators (Richard B. Ruseell -
and John Sherman Cooper), two representi-
tives (Hale Boggs and Gerald R. Ford) and- b
pmmmenthwyenwhnhndurvedboth o
 Republican and D Presidents (Al-- -the report o the
po lenW DullunndJohn T. McCloy) At its wmmuam )




WARREN REPORT -......

,ﬁntumtmgonDemberS 1963, acting on
a suggestion put forth by the chairman, the
Commmon chote James Lee Rankin, a for-
mer S 1, as it chief 1.

#
Actually, it was a 6.5 Mannlicher-Ci

sernlNo.C-2766,wh1chwutnoedelems
Sporting Goods Co. in Chicago. It had been
hipped to A. Hidell, Post Office Box 2915,

“Truth is your only client,” he told his staff
at its first meeting, and truth seemed to have
been well served in September, 1964, when
the Warren Report was published to almost
_universal acclaim. Now, two years later, it is
being as enmthusiastically criticized and con-
demned. And yet no new suspect has been
produced, no hitherto undetected evidence of
a i has been brought to light. It is
not the facts that have changed, but the emo-
tional climate.

The public, in the fall of 1964, still hoped
for the best from the new President. By 1966
his Administration had bogged down in an
Asian war most Americans apparently want-
ed neither to fight nor to lose. Negroes were
burning and looting their ghettos. Streets
were unsafe. Living costs were up, stock
market prices down. George Hamilton had
not been drafted.

Once the Warren Commission came under
attack, it drew to itself the massive indigna-
tion of the emotionally dispossessed, who saw
the Report as another big lie put out to hide
an untidy truth that would be embarrassing to
the Establishment, the White Power Struc-
"ture,thocommunmCompmcyurmoTem
@il Oligarchy. Seeds of doubt and suspicion,

ted in such fertile soil, have caught on

“his billfold at the time of his arrest was a

Dallas on March 20, 1963, a week after re-
ceipt of an order signed “A. Hidell” The sig-

‘The rifle had been paid for by a U.S. postal
money order for $21.45, purchased in Dallas
on March 12, The handwriting on the money
order (No. 2,202,130,462) was also Oswald’s.
‘The application for Box 2915, rented to “Lee
H. Oswald,” was in the same handwriting, In

forged draft card with his picture and the
name, “Alek James Hidell.” .

Oswald denied owning a rifle, although his
Russian-born wife had seen one in the garage

" who has def

ded (back, chest, right wrist, left thigh).
After a spirited debate about which adjec-
tivemme(compellmg"md"mdible’m
rejected), the Warren Commission agreed
there was ive” evidence to support its
belief that the same bullet (Commission Ex-

[y hibit 399) had pierced the President's neck,

exited at his throat and wounded Governor
Connally. A bullet fired from Oswald’s rifle
was found at Parkland Hospital on a stretcher
thought to have been Connally’s. It was in re-
markably good condition in view of the da-
maging route it had presumably taken
through two human bodies.

“Beoth . . . were kit by « single
bullet or there were 2 rifles”

!mdDwﬁn,nduﬁnguhhedEngluh;mt
ded the C the
often reckl { i PP of
Bertnnd Russell’s “Who Killed Kennedy?"

ae.BuelquleyFqunthednybefore
the — & Thursday — Oswald
asked Frazier to take him home that after-
noon. He said he wanted to get some curtain
rods. The room he had rented in Dalles alrea-
dy had curtains and curtsin rods.

On his way to work Friday morning, as
Frazier and his married sister noticed, Oswald
carried 2 brown paper bag which he said con-
tained the in rods. A handmade paper

beli the Warren Report was
ﬂawedbymmummtltwumtneeu-
sary to *any ial findings” to d "
;ustwhachbullgth:tﬂquemorSuch-da-
ion was l, his lordship writes,
beume'bothmenmhxtbylnndcbulht
mﬂmmmmwxﬂ:twnﬂu
As indicated by the Zapruder film, Ki
dyandConnnllyappetrmh-vubeenhxt
within a time span of about one and one-half
seconds. Oswald could not have fired two
shots so quickly. If he did not wound both
men with one bullet, 2 fourth shot must have
been fired. It could heve come only from the

rifle of a second assassin. No such weapon or
has ever been found.

After covering the story for more than 36
hours, exhausted reporters and television

crabgrass. bag was found near the southeast corner win-

dow on the sixth floor of the Book Depository

.Nothinmiertoeremtlun later that day, after the shooting. It seemed

‘gn atmosphere of suspicion..” | shorter than Frasier and his sister remem-
bersd,butxtwulon‘ th to I the P

As John Sparrow, the_ English scholar, bled M -C , and it

wrote in repl) Ox- bore Oswald's left index fingerprint and the

ford coll who deli d_an i right p

and mtemperaﬁe attack on the Wlmn Re-
port in December, 1964: “Nothing is easier to
create tharr an-atmosphere of suspicion, noth-

ing—so long as the crackpots and the credu- -

lous abound—more difficult to dispel.”
é One of the most important pieces of
evidence available t the Warren Commission

Zapruder film enal
enact the crime from the moment the Presi-
dent'le-rmﬂedpuntheTedemolBook

Depository.
“Lookupmthawmdow!'amw-phnto—
her in the had ‘fi(ht
afterl:hethud-hot, to the hy

"Well,ﬁnt’uultaflke.baau-elomabody
has superimposed my face on that p

crewmen were banging around the Police and
CoumBu:ldm;Snm:dlymghtmthqhoped
a gl of Oswald when he was

O:wnlduxdwheneonftonﬁedwﬂhlplwto-

graph of himself holding the -order rifle
mhulelthnd.butlmmfe, recalled
to the Warren C ’ Sunday she

transferred to the county jail. The chief of po-
lice told them to go home and get some rest.
“If you are back here by 10 o'clock in the

h-dhkanthspmemd:s_}hckyndofu
rented house in Dallas.

“I was hanging up diapers,” she said, “and
he came up to me with the rifle and I was
even a little scared, and he gave me the cam-
era and asked me to press a certain button.”

The picture was widely published, but not
wlﬂwuthmn(beenrmuchad.hlda,the

quite pl In

" he said, “I don't think that you
wwldmmmythmgﬂutyoumtm-ee.
At 10 o'clock Sunday morning Jack Ruby

sion. At 10:19 he got a phone call from Karen
Bennett Carlin, a 19-year-old stripper who
workeduLmhLymnthun@tduh,du
G She d $25 to pay her rent.

sight
Newaswoek and.the New York Times it was
brushed out. Examination of the discrep

“It will take me sbout 20 or 30 minutes to
get d d, and then I will go down,” Mrs.,

ant photographs showed they had been re-

oomerymdowonﬂzesixthﬂoot."l‘huestha
riflel™ 7.

Thmlpentnflamrtndgu were found on
the sixth floor near this window less than 45
mmutunfurdm?reddmwnbotat 1230

hed in different ways, but the copies had
oomeﬁomthgnmeorigiml.lxpenhttimo-
blished that this
ke with Oewald's
the exclusion of all other cameras.”
Expemmbluludh’imondsuﬂuml-
time ired to Oswald’s

. handled the n, mistook it for &
765 Iln-_cr
- Aduwe, that's wh-t it looked like,” he

nfh.lfhzwenthnlolemunn(dm
weapon, he could have fired only two, or at
most, three shots. One bullet seems to have
missed the car. Two struck the President
in an interval of from 4.8 to 5.6 seconds. But
G Jobn B. Connally of Texas, on the

jump seat in front of the President, was also

Carlin remembers Ruby saying after he had
agreed to wire her the money.

It was nearly 11 oclock when he drove
downtown to the Western Union office, situat-
ed a block from the city jail. Oswald was to
have been transported to the county jail an
hour earlier, buthewn still being questioned.




for the telegram and was given a receipt. It
was one of three documents stamped with the
time of the transaction. The time was 11:17.
At approximately 11:21 Oswald was led from
the Jll.l ofﬁoe mto the b.nmem where e

Ruby lunnd forward wnhl.38-ediber n'vol-
ver and fired one fatal slug.

“It was claimed that Ruby got in theré pre-
tending to be a reporter,” says Mrs. Nancy
Perrin Rich, who used to mix illegal drinks for
members of the Dallas Police Department. It
was inconceivable to Mrs. Rich that any of
them would ever fail to their host.
“Ye gods,” she continued, *I don’t think there
is & cop in Dallas that doesn’t know Jack Ru-
by. Heprmllyhvedltthemm’l‘hey

L N I e s

other bit of assassination folklore—The Ken-
nedy Curse.

In view of the more than 27,000 interviews
conducted by the FBI, the Secret Service and

the Commission, it is not surprising that some |

of the interviewees have died in the three

to the Dallas mystery. He can be used to fit-
any sort of coaspiracy, support any theory.
For those who believe the real Oswald was in--
nocent, Oswald II explains how he was-
framed (IL.eo Sauvage, a French journalist,.-

huwntaﬂedftunthembetthntncnbh
eampimdmkillKennedyundntO-wnldup__.
as the patsy). For those who believe Oswald

i
i

wumvolved.bntnotthelonemmn,&-ﬁl

wald II explains how a k of
ly modest ability could shoot so accurately,

who had a good view of the grassy kmoll (an-
other automobile accident) and a lawyer
friend of Ruby’s (heart attack).

‘Two reporters who met with Ruby’s room-
mate at Ruby’s apartment the night Oswald
was shot have come to strange and violent
ends. One, a young Dallas bachelor, was
found with a broken neck, apparently the re-
sult of a karate chop. His apartment had been
nmﬂ:kad. He was working with two col-
on a book about the assassination.

Ruby’s ability
to stroll into the guarded basement of police
head ters and, in the p of 70 to 75
1 it the first v tel 3

der could be explained only in terms of a

conspiracy, but as Ruby pointed out: “You
wouldn't have time enough to have any con-
. »

Any such theory must explain how Ruby
could have been tipped off to the exact time
of Oswald's transfer one hour and 12 minutes
behind schedule. Plans were still being
changed while Ruby was standing in line to
be waited on at the Western Union counter.
Belief that Ruby was hired to do in Oswald
must also accommodate the bizarre notion
that a man bent on murder would risk losing
his only chance to shoot his victim in order to
dispatch $25 to a distressed stripper.
“Gentlemen,” remarked Rubg,
“my life is in danger here

In Dallas, when Jack Ruby was led into an

TheotherrapormwulCahfnrman.Blll
Hunter, who was accidentally shot by a Long
Beach detective.

One of the Tippit murder witnesses who
identified Oswald as the man he had seen
fleeing the scene of the crime (Warren Rey-
nolds) was shot in the head as he closed his
car lot for the night. He survived the curse,
but it fell on Nancy Jane Mooney, a some-
time stripper at Ruby’s night club who pro-
vided an alibi for the suspect arrested in the
Reynolds shooting, About a week later she
was picked up for fighting with a girl-friend.
While in the Dallas jail, she hanged herself.

then escape 30 quickly. Onewuthehller,ﬂu =
N §

other a decoy.

“Connection between nuby,v
Oswald. . .proved groundless”

(a simple assignment well within his limited
capacities). It would take at least two Os-

walds, say the theorists, to cover as much ;|
ground and do as many things as the Commis-

sion claims for Oswald between 12:33, when
he is thought to have left the Book Deposito-
ry, and 1:51, when arresting officers reported
his capture at the Texas Theater, eight blocks .
from where Officer J. D. Tippit had been shot.

Officer Tippit may or may not have been
involved in the plot, depending on which

theory is being advanced. He may simply -

have blundered onto the decoy’s path, or Os-
wald may have been afraid that Tippit had

nboutDnlh:(nbewumvmudof.om—
)Ofﬁm.llyhgrd«thwn-ﬂﬁbumd
to'-cuuh-- and

officer was about to double-cross him. In any

event, once Oswald landed in the city jail, it - -*
bvious that They (the Communists, the .

d ined,” but a fan ma-

sustere jury room to give his testi

was s0 tense that one of the Commissioners
wondered “whether we could keep his nerves
from exploding” Although Ruby’s lawyers
produced experts at his trial to attest to “orga-
nic brain damage,” his testimony has been ac-
cepted in anti-Commission circles as that of
a man in full possession of his faculties.
Mouch has been made of Warren's refusal to
1 grant Ruby’s request to be taken to Washing-
| mnfwfmﬂmthnthed:ﬁ]w
i . tice’s decision can be rati d on-
b lyllltuphuodmﬂ)efullmmtdnubyl
: which Profi

E der M. Bickel of Yale Law School describes
1 as “pathetically deranged . . .” (Do I sound
- drmﬁc?Oﬂthebum?"...“Nowan
v sound screwy . . % . my-life is
P indanger here. .. . if they found out I
t w-smllinlthetmth,mnybeduyunnmond
in what their motives are, but maybe my
peoplewon‘tbetnmuadmdmutlhud')

ded cri-
. mhhtwmidmnmpubhcthat
H Jack Ruby’s people are in imminent danger of
i being tortured and mutilated, even in Dallas,
i

. but in the cult that has formed around the as-

- sassination mystery, it is widely believed that
Ruby’lhfen,mdeed,mdangerMefrom

‘ the p hazards of dealing in plots to
kill Presidents, his security is up against an-

gazine editor has been quoted as saying that @
few hours before the columnist’s body was

was
Birchers, or the oilmen) were never going to

d him as the assassin’s reasonable -
facsimile, or he may have suspected that the .

'vu

let him testify in open court — Ruby was ..

hired to see to that.

“Rumors of a connection between Ruby
and Oswald have proved groundless . . ” the
Warren Commission concluded.

"!t'l parfecﬂy obvmn that there was

Rub in and

—and published—by the Warren Commis-
sion (and exploited by its critics), indicating
that a man thought to be Oswald (the real Os-
wald) was ceen at places he could not have
Oswald never leamed to drive « car, but an
automobile salesman swears he rode in a de-
monstration car with Oswald at the wheel (he
drove a bit too fast for the salesman’s taste).
Oswald IT turned up at a furniture store in
Irving and a Selective Service office in Aus-
tin; fired at targets at the Sports Drome Rifle
Range in Dallas and left a rifle at the Irving
Sports Shop to be drilled for a_telescopic
sight (the Italian carbine sent to *A. Hidell”
at mmldlpoctommboxamvedthhl
sight d). In late
waer,lgﬁwhm&wdd!wum!‘w
Orleans, a “Leon Oswald® called on Mrs.
Sylvia Odio at her Dallas apartment with two
Cubens (or Mexicans).
Oswald II provides an all-p luti

Owddtopmvetherewunmmpxncy,"nnd

former Major Gen. Edwin A. Walker, speak-"

ing for the far right, and he was echoed by a
Communist writer for The Worker, who told
& capitalist reporter, “The full story of the
plotters of this crime was not told. We refuse
to believe that just on his own Jack Ruby

would kill Oswald to avenge the President” "

In London, when the Warren Report ap-
peared, a writer in New Statesman sighed
with relief: “Now the hysteria ends . . .” In
Palo Alto, Herbert L. Packer, a Stanford pro-
fessor of law, was not 20 sure. While he found
theReportn“oomcxenuous-ndathmubnl-
liant job” i that
'Otwﬂd.ncnngalone,wasthewofthe
President,” he added the warning: “We have
not seen the end of this affair” 9./\(!

(Next week: An examination of two of the

more lurid attacks on the Warren Report,
Mark WsRulhmJudgmmtandBdward

Jay Epateints 1
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