Hoover Hits Crifics::

18l

of Warren Report,

bm

a5 Ignoring Facts™™

'  WASHINGTON—"Not one shredit
;.of evidence” exists to indicate thatld

i, Lee Harvey Oswald bad an accom<
plice in the assassination of Pres-

. jdent John F. Kennedy, J. Edgart.:
,;Hoover said Friday. afl
v  The director of the Feder%‘* ¢
- Bureau of Investigation thus upheld <
the main conclusion of the Warren y
{ Commission Report, that Oswaldl s
sthad acted alone. i
¢ Rapping critics of the report, ,
Hoover said that while they have &
right to express their vigws; "ﬂtiy
should -shepa= apegard . for the -
o on redAUIG .
{ Y e ys Fagis Jgnereln; 1L 2
. "They have ignored certain facts b
~ he said, "misinterpreted others, and o
,expressed pure speculation anqe
truth" : : . :‘u
" The Hoover statement serves id’ .
» undermineto some extent the casé®
~ of certain writers against the Wars"
i ren: Commission's findings; includs
zing Edward J. Epstein. His book]"
“*"Inquest; The Warren Commission
fand the Establishment of Truth,%:
~triggered the new outburst of ¢ Ql
cism of the commigsion when it wag .
published early last summer. N
Furthermore, the Hoover sta
ment followed by:only two days t
statement by Tesisi'Gov. John
Connally Jr. i t,,fi’;bmmission; 4
findings should be accepted as finaf”
#unless comfélling new evidence ap*"
Connally Was Passenger vy
Connall¥, a passenger in the Presc
idential car in Dallas Nov. 22, 1963,
#has always. maintained that he and,
#Mr. Kennedy were struck by sepa- .
“rate bullets;; whereas the Warreny:
£Commission held that one of the bulyqg
Sets that wotinded the President alsq',
%passed through Connally. )
- This - discrepanéy has given rise,
#among some critics to the theory:{
t a second assassin was involved
nd to the demand that a new invess:
gation be conducted. Iy
At his press conference in Austim
ednesday, Connally said he does
ot disagree with the commission'sy
{indings except on "this one detail"—
gbout the shots. He rapped the cris

' ".,mcmarly ark Lane, aythor
of "Rush to Judginent” and in :

BN, RTINS -
. dence, another investiga-|
tion is "neither warranted,’
3 justified or desirable.” j
" Certain critics, notably
pstein, have seized an’;
pparent discrepancy in.
BI reports on the autop-~
-%y.. They have used these’
“yeports to argue that Mr. 3

E

dy and Connally;

pod of a second gunman. :
IS pstein made’ much of
fact that in #ts first;
sadgination report,:
bted Dec. 9, 1963, the FBI?
the first bullet that’
teTed the President's:
mdy . did not exit. This is
he fglullet the ‘Warren
mhission believeds
ck Connally. A supple-
ntary FBI report, dated
Rn. 13, 1964, said this bul-
entered Kennedy's"
k and "penetrated to a
tance of less than a fn;=

n
' The FBI reports "pres)
@ided the possibility that
&nth men were hit by the
bullet" Epst
ined, adding, "thete™
i rima’ facie !
S e &

1y~ disagre

out mentioning Ep)|

ein or any other critié
s said that, while there W,
* difference ‘in ‘informa?
on. reported by the FB]
d information containe
' the official autopsy
, "there is no conflict.
He explained: :
5 :"The FBI reports record
cqra»l statements made b
“autopsy physicians while

the examination was being
conducted and before
the facts were known. Th

of the President, - ;
M 66VeH Rl At thEt ¥wo
'BI agents were present
twhen the autopsy was
Pronducted at Bethesda .

Zthe night of the assassina- .
£tion.
@ "They reported,” he
#¥said, "that Dr. James J.
®Humes, chief autopsy sur-
#geon, located what ap-
#peared to be a bullet hole
in the back below the
e end of the opening
%with a finger. The examin-

it

Ring physicians were una
%ile to explain why the
gcould find no bullet ‘or™
fipoint of exit. .

- "Unknown to agen

¥ the physicians eventuall
“were able to trace the path
of the bullet through th
body. A
_ "The clothing worn by
the President when
was shot was examined by
.the FBI laboratory,"”
Hoover recalled. "This ex-
amination revealed a
Fsmall hole in the back of
‘his\ coat and shirt and. a
4lit characteristic of an ex-
iit hole for a projectile in
giron of the shirt one inch
~ below the collar button.

"A ‘nick on the left side.
fof the tie knot, possibly
ricaused by the same projec-

tile which passed through
';_vthe shirt, also was noted." .

+ Hoover said both the
# FBI and the Warren Com- -
~ mission "received official
“copies of the autopsy.ré
port from the Secret Ser-
' vice Dec. 23, 1963, Because
* this report was in the com-
| ‘mission's hands, the FBI -
,report Jan. 13 did not re- |
peat the autopsy findings.
.+ Hoover described as "to- °
tally ‘false" reports that:
jithe FBI altered the ing..
¢ tionegdiiatre color film "of
the™ gssassination. !
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