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° | THE DEFENDERS | 

+ CRITICS SHOULD® 

-READ THE. REPORT. 
ai By DICK HOUDEK . oe 
y Herald-Examiner Statt Writer “en 

@ If all the critics of the Warren Report would tate?” 
1: time to read the entire report, their questions and criti. 
;cisms would be answered. 

: This is the essence of assertions 
a! “by Joseph A. Ball and Wesley J. Liebe- 
-{ler, staff members of the commission. 

.. Ball, who wrote the commission's 
+; ¢hapter identifying Lee Harvey Oswald 
° as the assassin, has returned to his 

yaw practice in Long Beach. The re. | 
-port and its 26 volumes of testimony, 

“qhowever, are within reach of his desk. 
Phi uses them as he continues to: read | 

and Tespond—to the commission’s 
detractors. Liebel hi JOSEPH BALL = 

ebeler, who wrote the ch . WDtives, is ‘con apter on the assassin’s mat 
tinuing the exploration of the President’ ' “gents a unofficially. He and 20 of his UCLA graduate ate 

are conducting 4 stud of iT 53 
, buttals pone ¥ commission report a : 

art ’ Both Ball and Liebeler reach a state of almost Savage 
x¥"anger when queried about the commission’s critics. Bali’ 
j ayefers: to -titorney Mark Lane, who wrote “Rush to Judg> , 5 ment,” a § a compulsive liar. Edward Jay Epstein’s book! i. op nest, id he says is “silly and gossipy.” 
TRONS en was suggested that the commission mi; nt s}flave withheld some information, Liebeler snapped, “yes, ’ _ there may be some information that is regarded as confi; ie ne The identities of Secret Service agents for |exar ple; are, Matters of national" security." ee 
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REPORT: 
ce SM ANN tae ea 16. oy «mbes 

D REBUTTAL 
oa Phdtng Are Provan ctr He-ted V4 j 

“en to the National Archives by the Kennedy family will 3 
Both are convinced: that the autopsy photographs we 

prove that the commission’s findings on the question fy, 
* , the President's wounds were valid. 

E “The original autopsy surgeons,” he added, 

rt! said Ball, also corroborate this. 

Ball said he has been told by autopsy. doctors ' ‘tna ; 
one of three bullets the commission claims were fired 
from the Dallas Book Depository entered President Keti-: 
nedy’s lower neck region, emerged from his throat, and “ 

.. then struck Texas Gov. John Connally, 
“have 

since verified that the photographs in the archives cor, 
roborate this belief.” 

‘A second bullet (one shot went wild, according to the. 
“‘ecommission’s version of the story) entered the President’#!° 
‘head from behind and burst the skull. The photographay:, 
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Many of the commission's critics cite an FBI report? 
{vthat indicates the President’s neck wound was only Sats 
& finger’s depth.” : ibe 

Ball recalled from testimony and films that when the 
8” President. was shot, he had-his arm raised. “The President! 
was a muscular man,” he explained. “When the autopayr 

3: was performed, the body’ was in a relaxed position. The 
-c/‘muscles blocked the bullet: path through the body to is, 
: pexit point in the throat.” 

ib '-- Sees Conviction ay 

3;_m contrast to commission critics, Liebeler believes 
“pswald ‘could have been convicted in court if he nad 

ved s ] 
“phere was enough physical evidence,” he insisted, 

(“The rifle from which the bullets came was found 
‘the ‘book depository. The rifle was traced to Oswald. wee 
“gaw no evidence of another assassin.” 

Ball and Liebeler responded to other critics’ aster’ 
“tions and questions about the report: 

Mark Lane has charged that the commission toned. 
“down the report to Protect Americans trom major trau- 

a. 
“That is foolish. We were instructed to find the facts:, 

,;No one doubted our honesty before we went to work tor 
“the commission. — Ball. OT 
j* Witnesses have been interviewed who claimed that 
Officer J. D. Tippet was shot by someone not resembling '- i 
, Oswald. , . ist: 
«That is a good example of the way Mark Lane oper: | 
tates. The transcript of his interview with the only wit" 

ess, Mrs, Helen Markham, proves that Lane tricked he#?£ 
“into saying things she did not mean. Mrs. Markham WABR : 
' hysterical anyway.” — Liebeler. 

Lane -believes the shots that killed Kennedy came 
from the Dallas Sheriff's office. 

'. “¥¢ he means the county building on the left, the au- 
*porsy proves otherwise. The shots came from the right.” 

was it possible for a single assassin to fire all three 
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Pon within six seconds’ _— . ; 

t within 3x eee say that it would take 69 seconds. 

Wl three | shots could bi have been fired within five secon 

ih to spare. e first shot. could have been , 

Tete aiately (the ine was Joaded and ready). The 

_éfid shot could have followed 93.3 seconds later, and the 

jehird shot 2.3-seconds after that—a total of 4.6 seconds. 

31" Many persons believe the Nix film, released last week 

@erald-Examiner, Nov. 14), shows a second’ assassin aint . 

pre a rifle at President Kennedy. - 
* ast 

= «owe had this picture and the negative ‘during our; Ht 

Vestigation. Isn’t it strange that no witness came forward 

saw the same thing people think they are seeing for 

¢ first time now?” — Ball... PB 

ive . funny Story “HI. 

yu The publicity ‘yeleased verston of the zapruder are: 

‘Gissing frames 208 to 211, Why? 
“This is a funny story that makes them blush. at Lite 

magaaine. They originally. pought the film. for $500,060. | 

s@omehow, while producing copies, someone ‘Jost the four’ 

frames: from the origingl. We saw the complete films Be 

‘the hearings.” — Liebel 
i. oa 

~~ Many-have charge that Oswald was a ‘poor shot. ° 

tHe was a fair shot Marine standards, excellent’ by 

‘plored? 
To at were exploted tothe extent shat they could ; 

FBI conducted the kind of inv: | that would .. 

conspiracy. ==» Liebeler. , 
more than 99 wines 

assy knoll. were d 

Were any of the’ various 

SW. ‘Others 
Bo believe the | 
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caren ‘wnallh pamifted: seasons hardctor him: ta:distem. 
cpormal, se dg npeming drom' thencanderpametcss 

“ais Ba Ball and. Liebeler. stress - the . time “that was spent 

g the findings release. by..the commission...) P+ 

ike Mwe based our. conclusions on the evidence we. hat 

igainered, not from ‘isolated cases,.and we did Rot start 

eer ‘pasic contention,” declared Liebeler.. °....- 
“They. (the. critics), martes with. theories th are still. 

1S mpting. to prove. We have not ‘Tearne ie, damn _ 

-" : ‘ RSTO 


