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Defend Report on,

gism currently being leveled at

Slaying of Kennedy

“~ BY ROBERT J. DONOVAN 4
. . Times wuhlnmon Bureau cmcf ’,’
WAS TINGTON-—The first putggg ,

)

. man . commission “itself was’ ma?p
Wednesday in separate statemem
By Rep, Gerald R, Ford (R-Mmk;i
and Allen Dulles. St

The two . commission membeQ
mamtalned that crities of the repart
-have produced no new evidence:tp

v aﬁst doubt on. the report's conclusiost -

at Lee Harvey Oswald was - thé
sole assassiti of President John il
Iennedy..
afFurthermore, - Ford charged thl
voluminous challenges to the repo;
ﬁfwe done a "disservice" to the

_Igory of the late President, - R

~ti Breaking a silence that has lasted

through months of growing  chal- -

" ¥énge to the commlssulns fmdlngg
ford, House min'orfty leadg’i;

abeled the criticism "speculation,’ .

;- Question Put to Algencans e
&' 1t: is becoming urgent that
gmerican people ask themselves
fey question concerning the critil

ren Commission Report: in
R the critiques, has any ne
glidence been introduced whic
gbuld cast. doubt on the findings
Warren Commission?" he saj

ere has been much, speculs
ut the commission's report in
months. What. touched it:
arily - it was triggered h;
dent's thesxs and by the wr' f

ot the Warren Commission -
I,I{eport‘ )y members" of the sevena‘

xﬂ;‘f

sthe: 'Memorysef the Ite .
“President Kennedy." - -
57 "Comimenting ' oh this
‘statément, Dulles said: "-
16T aim in complete agree-
ment - with® Congréssrman
&erald Ford that no new -
iriformation has. been pro-
duced by any of the critics
of the Warren Commission
Report.-which could reaso-
n4bly cast any, doubts
1. the. findings.ar. cons
cI"Elons “of that report o
List Other Members
In addition to Dulles
and Ford, the methbers of

mission Were Chlef Justice:

Earl Warren, Sens. Rich-

‘ard B. Russell (D-Ga.) and
'John Sherman Cooper (R-

New York lawyer and for-
‘Mer:: head, of, the World‘
ﬂ!nk ,._ v

E“Q‘Foﬁi's aides Sald he be-

@&tme the first member of
" commission to speak -
‘ot in defense of the re-

-port because of the pres-
sure from the press for
-comment on the commis-,
1
§:

gton: that variols mem-
bﬁ Jof " the ‘comimission
“have been boiling with in-
-dignation - at . the critics
.‘and; dismayed ‘at .the

1 Imted ini‘the public mind
Y. cutieal books and ar-
u%ﬁll‘ hé rhemb
a: & members at_
Yeait were badly jolted by
“the findings of the Louis .

.Harris Poll, published last -

Mondai that’ by a‘ratie of |
. & to'2 the American pe
‘Téject the principal ‘fiff
dng of the repert that D]
~iwald ‘'was ‘the :lene asgis-
#in, Harris' reported . that
“tHe people have deep and
- abiding doubts:about the |
-official explanation of the '
agsassination in Dallas
v, 22, 1963,
ﬁrivately, membe@
have charged that criti-
.Cism of the Warren report
“have been authored by
“persons who had no grea
‘eompetence on the subj
-of  the assassination n

" the. disposal of

ad 1y et

‘headquart

-any
lnvestlgztmn tha ‘
e cotr:.
mission. v
When Ford spoke in h1s
statement of a- -student
whose thesis had touched'
off last Summer's wave of

.challenges to the Warren
- report, he was referrlng to"

Jay Epstein, -now a gra-

-duate student.at- Harvard
: University. His the51s,
Cwritten “while déing ears.
iter graduate work at Cor-
" nell University, was pub-:

lished ‘as a book called "I

. quest: The Warren Come-

the now dispanded cori- .- misslon and the Estabhshy

ment of Truth."

“The ‘bodk again ralsed‘
the question ¢f whether
there was. not another

), Rep.’Hale Boggs (D- ffﬁ?aﬁ hxi:ddltm? tg
#.), and-John J. McCley, -~y " 280 criticlze
) an *“Warren Commissmns

methods and its objectivi“
ty :

Forda menuon of tlief'
attorney *whose legal ser-
vices were rejected by the
mother of Lee Harvey Os-,
wald" referred to Mark

Lane, whose book "Rush.
to Judgmem" is also deep-v_l

mission's work was quasiq )

.-iludleial the chief justite.

as declined to take public?
notice of ‘any of the criti-
cism. In the’ absence of his
comment and in view.pf
thefact. that the coin
sioh has dispersed, leavihg‘
no -offieial” spokesman T
ers, ' the™ menx—'
: v-cmmsmaﬁ
until Ford a
Iy spoke: out!




