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- Man at*la’rge
oo B S EWREY  ATISTAIR COOKE re-cxamines the cvider
chailenges the findings of the Warren f . ] -OX ] t} ~1CC
. %‘}?"ﬁiss%m}{ o edythe d_a'illslassinatx;fn -”°§ A : ' _I'C cxamines the evi Cl}CC
"President Kenn, and the murders o . S et . . >
"PoliceOfficer. Tippit. and Lee  Harvey on the assassination of President Kennedy
Oswald ought to make clear'his early ° B e PR SR :
: assotlnagmn’wtx,thﬂttléﬁ -event and lnsjﬁésgt a— i B
, ‘conclusions about the commission’s judg- :
\- ment. For 4 lot o early doubis (Buchinan o e gty o8 e Pepsdent, he
3 ertrand Russell, and: a pack o e ) -G L .
; foreign press who invaded Dallas) were - pacifying g) Te:icgs pohctlcal-feudcbetwglz’len
3 either snatched from misinformation or the Vice-President, Governor T
: rooted in a deep hatred of America’ dis- ) and two opposing partisans who, . jus
Saieion Tor Jugnis, e her himelf, a5 2 Rugabe,tues, ore the same home,
passion for justice. L L0
* " Most of us, at the start, were profoundly mﬁﬁ&’%ﬁgs'ﬁ:n f‘%’:}degie w?:ge‘;:nyit °fmfrll’3
shaken by the murder itself and outraged Hself strgn gty e luncheon gathering
--at the bewildered and slta:py‘behav_iour which thegPyesident was to address, For
of the Dallas police,” After that we divided e next + hours two of us watched
sharply. into those who were relieved by ree television networks do an incompar-
the executive order that let the FBI take able if desperate job ) ;
§ over and those whose chronic distrust of It -is cur?ous in retrospect, how some
the FBI or fondnesss for conspiracies the lasting doubts were planted in the
: quickened their _susceptibility to .the t few hours. -Ome of them was the
i plague of . rumours. 'Once - President- ecise identification, by three policemen’
3 Johnson appointed the commission, -the %m segrehed the sixth floor of the Texas
i first group was further reassured by the ) hoqﬁsmﬁﬁ Depbéﬁw buﬂding; of the
glstigctxgn of lﬁost aglf ﬂll:t lpggiynﬁescﬁpc} Teurder weapon astgj, German ‘Malisetg
By the unquestionable integrity o 1€| . 4165 bolt . actio uipped  with 1
i"ﬁgffgxﬂ":’é‘ﬁﬁe aséc:ig?tc st’;hgglltlt;:‘agbﬂgx ?'::npe.’ftThe é’“ﬁ?f:‘q colfx: d Xio: 'iiawl?l co<n3
"1 : the. y : rom it, an e police later change
" ment, held blindly - to the rumours or ‘ their minds and decfde‘d it was an lt:lgian
. shlﬁgﬁed ogi t’the Kho'll? thing g arln ti-n- lcatrbinie. zvhhicg uﬂglnehowdhadmtaenofou%l
. evitable . whitewash. Ten ‘months later ater in the building and w swald,
- you_had your choice of reluctantly con- or someone elqeiusxad bought from a mail-
_chjnghthat the whitewash had been done order’ house under the  pseudonym of.
with herculean labour (one fat report “A. J. Hidell.”” From.the first, the fishiest
gnd 26 volumes of supporting documents, item was the miraculoud ¥weo; ing down
; gxhibits, and testimony) or succumbing gg Oswald; a.mile or two. awag-in a movie
gﬁl uamsiisgt; to-such a massive dose of s :ﬂg,e' ‘.,:&tglee r%?xlgh lgspecit t}onn aig'lf o:
; er, E - : . e ‘L y : C8CY L OL
ranquilliser. % : bystandér at forty yards who Jater failed
| ; ) Co {9 identify Oswald in the pplice line-up
* As-a working correspondent who offen -40d roved to be a verf.changeable
- attached ‘himself to - the- White House tness, The murder of Officer Tippit was
press corps -to cover the tical travels ‘then, ' a remains with ‘me today, a
.of President Kennedy, I had put myself tery, which only by huge ‘credﬁous-
down' to go to Fort Worth and Dallas. 8, ard the ‘suppresgion of good . wit..
i " But the trip pgamet:t tlliit;s:vro;tlg time fﬂf ~ r::} S allc’ieﬁ:tt{lx},‘;ted to the Lee
g my newspaper: the ory cou: : ow, . .
appear only on Saturday, and: since. we iinogve‘lel’. while thirttyh years of l:egort-
D} weulope aday newspuper the next story i Piiine Hithators can sec- 1 o oy
=t Fe. Moreoven, 8 mperamentally ‘inclined- fo frust. the
: . Bstablishment at the first how! of a heat.
-k,  these ‘early miﬁ%gg, and tl_}e;L'
;o - 52 9878017




. a_board - of - directors.  Joseph- Ball, an
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wiies suhsequently and stridently elabor-
ated by Buchanan (and now by Harold -
Weigherg in his privately printed “ White-
wash”), -only served to tantalise my
hunger for the Warren Report,: Like, 1
should guess, most. members of the com-
mission, I did not read -the whole 27
volumes, only the report itself. So—the
doybts were explained away (or, it now
appears, the evidence that would inflame
them was .damged down) ; . the ‘police
fourid no ejected shells on the suspicious
grassy knoll by the railroad overpass
even Marina Oswald thought her husband
was guilty ; Mark Lane was dashing all.
over Insisting on the murkiness’ of the
commission’s motives ; Oswald was dead ;
Ruby was in gaol ; the investigation had
taken  ten months (actually, enly ten
weeks) ; hundreds of witnesses had been
re-examined. It remained, however, for

 Edward Jay Epstein, a young academican,

to -interview . five of ‘the commission’s
seven members and most of its legal staff.
© Until the appearance of Mark Lane’s
book (“Rush to Judgment,” Bodley Head
42s), and Epstein’s cool and alarming

“atcount of the way the commission went AU

about its work (“Inquest,” Hutchinson
30s), there was. little cause to. ‘fret. No

longer.. From -now on, I'm afraid, the ,tommission’s motives. a
burden of proving Oswald’s lone. guilt “Cpmmission impugns the-

must fall, as it ought to have done in

‘the  beginning, on the prosecutors: that

is'to say, on the FBI and on the commis-
sion, which from start to finish appeared
to:have' a perverse preference for testi-
mony that was contradictory or unreliable
or cowed or perjured. From first to last,
the commission clung -to the FBI's four-
volume report like a Fundamentalist to
the Old Testament. : o

In. the days of our innocence, every

‘time we read that “the commission.” had

concluded this or that, we reflected that
this was the considered judgment of ‘the .
upright Chief Justice (himself once a
skilled district attorney in' California), -
of John MecCloy, .once the High Com-
missioner for Germany, of a former head
of the Central Intelligence Agency, ‘and of -
a_former Solicitor-General of the United
States, Behirid them was a body of life.
long ~ lawyers, -so high-priced that most
of them had little time to desert their

_practices. They came to bear much: the .

same relation to the commission’s work
as theé letter-head bigwigs on a charity
ball appeal do to starving children or -
Israeli refugees. 'Of the commissioners
themselves, only Justice Warren attended
almost ‘all the sessions, The rest turned
up ‘a hailf, or a third, or a fifth, of the
time. A young corporation lawyer on the

' their frequent absences, and the galley

slaves by their separate preoccupations,
would b€ alienated from a view- of the
whole ‘case. ' L

But if the commission did not end with
a comprehensive view, it started with one. .
It. soon found that it_had no time for
mdegendent investigation. ‘It trusted to
the five volumes of the FBI report (which
confained 25,000 separate’ items), an
almost - irresistible ‘document if read alone.
Sg the" commission proceeded under a
mischievous, but self-imposed, handicap.
It referred always to the testimony of the
Dallas police 'and the FBI’s final version
of its interviéws as the case to disprove,
and 'when it ‘was in doubt it retained. its
faith, -The " ‘procedure - dangerously .- re-
sembled that whereby a district attorney’s
office dedicates itself to a single end : the
procuring of an indictment from a grand
jury at all costs. A grand jury is the
creature of the DA; and that is why his
required obsession to prosecute must be
repulsed by the defence lawyer and tested
in_the. trial, L .

Bug there was no trial, and no case for
the defence. It is what Mr Lane has tried .
to provide. Admittedly, it is an advocate’s
case, and, while he t'emg's"to.‘impugn‘the

&e&.a Sehably.as ‘the ",
pmm doubters of its
single-bullet, single-assassin théory,  his
case is-a damning one, T e

So, - the - commission’s' report amounts
to th’d’bublished transeript-of-a vast grand -
jury*hearing. Its revealed inadequacy, not
to_say. injustice, is that haying heard an -
exhalstive -case for the . prosecution - it
proceéds at once to a conviction and a
retrbspective sentence of death, It is not, '
it noW appears, that the commission was -
devious “or:slothful. Its' method of pro- -
cedure was fatal to any whole view. And:
its d%ﬁned aims were fatal to a true one.
For ft accepted in good_faith the Presi-
dent’$ order to “ ascertain, evaluate, and
report .on” the true facts; but it at
once ;#ded to this the further aim of -
“li é'the cloud of doubts that had been"
cast” over "American institutions”; in a-

3

compission’s duty, if not its brief, to
pe! te.. At an early meeting it was
confrofited by a bomb. There was a
rumour ébrought to the commission’s
noticg, incidentally, by Mark Lane, simply
an atjprney and citizen) that Oswald had
beencor still was a paid FBI informer.
The equent inquiries disclosed much
distutiiing stuff about sworn contacts and
Goverpment cheques. The commission’s
1 counsel warned .that what had :

Awqr@’;to’ dispel the darknesg it was the

staff -described - their function as that of f‘g?ﬁgﬁ unearthed would be “bad for the

axperienced ‘criminal . lawyer assigned to

study the identity of the assissin, con- ~"Dullés” admission that t

luded that “the commission had no idea”
what was happening, we did all the in-
vestigating, lined up the witnesses, salved

”ﬁ?ntl“ ission ; ., damaging to the agencies -
a

are involved.” . In Sﬁite ‘of Allen

is: allegation
“ was 4" terribly hard thing to disprove
it was mercifn.llg rejected on the single
assurance of J. Edgar Hoover that there

the problem and wrote the report.” .‘x‘fﬁﬂ “ascintilla ” of evidence,

*

Assuming for the moment that these
strictures might be residual ‘scars from
the inevitable personality clashes of the
commission ‘and_its frantic staff (the
writing and gterblicaﬁon deadlines had
constantly to
Justice’s .distregs), let us look at the
procedure  the: mission. agreed to a.
adopt. Hardly ng where to begin, ..z

8 a-close shave, But from then on,
the half-conscious but flagging aim of the
commission was to present a solid fromt,
to soothe the public discontent, to accept
the truth when it flourished only under
blue skies. The “informer” scare had
been an bject lesson. What would the

ad honestly confessed that the unani-
ous, finding of the Dallas.doctors of a
6mnifssiin 21, dama ging to the agencies

advanced, to the Chief @ublic mogd, have been if the commission

in a task that no precedent in Presi- “@singll: ‘entry: wound in the throat (before

dential commissions, they Farcelled out
the “investigatién” according to topdcs
and issues in a very orderly fashion, This
division of labour was such as would be
followed by an eminent law firm as the..
proper:- way to amass testimony. before
trial; -testimony which would be digested
into evidence the -trial lawyer and his
staft in court. But there was no . such .°
master mind, and the method guaranteed .

‘the wi

the emergency tracheotomy had distorted
an{l enlag S the wou(xlidtfor) t;xer l:g:;
autopsy . e navy doctors) fo :
blastx:esi th); “theory that all the bullets
were fired .from behind, and therefore
destroyed far beyond a reasonable douht
g’ole theory of a single assassin ?
We..are comﬂ;x’:g close to a mood of
kighteous anger, which can be just as
mdleServing 48 any other liberal emotion .

mafvtv he distingrmhé@commissim:rrs hy “~ff the end i view is..a.nohle..nostige,
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.. by a_commission that would first appoint
a body of indépéndent investigators whose

.. should then call all the witnesses the

" many more wl% 8
convince me b¥

[

rather than action. The question is, where
do ‘we. go-from here? - - - B
1 believe the ease should.be re-opened

only duty would be to the commission ;
that the testimony of the police and. the
FBI should be assessed ‘like any other;
that .a 1egal staff should prepare the case

for the defence; and that the commission o

oo

defence counsel considers *“vital,” includ-
ing those on whom Mr Lane bases hisado

- rebuttal, and.. all- the testimony—most 1bo’

especially that: of Sylvia Odio — that ol"
supports the theory of -an- active ‘con-jajr

‘spiracy with Cubans in which Jack. Ruby, 1o}

the known Oswald, - and ‘the. physically d1
similar  Oswald: who laid so many upset- ;s
ting clues may have been involved. The rsja

essential witnesses would have to include- é3
“the majority of bystanders who were sure agd

the bullet sounds had come from the-s¥|
wooded knoll by .the overpass; all themg
people in the Book Depository who)u.

claimed to have seen one Oswald. or ﬁ
another; the tgeople who failed to identify eRl
Oswald 'in_the lneup but who subse-1i§1
quently, after visits from FBI or ‘“recon- 349

- sideration,” then identified him; the cab-

driver who booked Oswald’s cab-ride atbsdie

a time when Oswald should have beenl2gt
raising- his rifle; the man who actuallyT:
put 1n the police call-over Tippit's radio1s
ear, and not- the ‘man the commission v
“helieved” ~had done it; all the people:l
who .knew Tippit and also- knew Ruby ;al

the woman on the bus who owed rent todif}
Oswald am} w:hs h,isI only lden_tl:ﬂereon m;_.:

long and irrational journey-home; an

- ] efrg:l;ane and Epsggﬁlggg

o “appear. 22 llgy

A - . e

. The. awful .Dblend of outrage -andmea

patriotism that shook the country in thesois

- months after .the assassination has dis208}
- sipated. The risk that all the old wit-bas

nesses have 'by now hardened- intosTel
anecdote the. confusion of first 'impres-lL
sions ig worth taking. The fear that theis
institutions of . American. . governmentiiBi

" would topple before the truth is no longer~d)

lively: LBJ is there to .prove. it.. It shouldozy
be possible now to see the thing steadilygndi
andp(;ge_ much more .of ‘the whole. -~ “a1dd

“{roubled by any piddling technicalities

.commission must be. that if it had taken

‘on™ the truth deducible from the fa

Probably there was not (as the newsdgy
President Johnson was the first to fear) yid
a Cuban or Right-wing plot against th ogd
American executive branch (several offgj[

-the Cabinet were up in_that plane Onjedg

their way to Japan). Perhaps there wagn?
no conspiracy at all, and: the Dallas police
are blameless to a man. Perhaps Oswald’sy
incredible marksmanship can be  mad 3
credible. Perhaps some seer can be foun ol
to explain the jnexplicable Tippit episode’ 3’;
Perhaps it will come to light how a bulle}.?
which went through one back and: bodylid?
into another back and out through &'3
wrist into a thigh retained the fragment .
that were found in the -bodies, Perhapd04d
it was merely a gruesoine coincidencd P
that the only two reporters who went t3Ma

Ruby’s flat just after he shot Oswald werdd i
murdered, one in Dallas, one by a police 0245

N i i naxi
officer in California, Perhaps there wag ods

no other assassin, : :

The general court-martial that tried th&/d<-
so-called conspirators for the assassinadl: -
tion of Abraham Lincoln was plainly told
its duty by, I believe, the Assistant Secre-

“tary of ‘War : ™ You must 1ot allow youys-ies

judgment and decision in this case. to be

of the law or by any -pedantic regard tq o
the customary rules of evidence. Seconcaﬂ:
and most important, you must not permi 2
yourseélves ‘to be influenced by thal;g
obnoxious creation of legal nonsense—msis2
reasonable doubt.” oA

The unavoidable - charge against thé°-=

a similar vow very many more of its -
findings would be understandable. As it
was, it fulfilled its second aim: to dispel
a welter of alarming rumours and prote
the Republic. It signally failed in its fir
aim: ‘“to ascertain, evaluate, and repo

Sooner or later, it will have to be done.
It would be beter, for the bruised condbhu
tion' of. American justice, -that- it should
not be left to -historians who - will. b
allowed “to see - the. -deposits in " the..i
National Archivés 75 years after. Novem-~
ber 22,:1983. This President, or the nex4,
should . convene - another commissiomgqA
Twenty-seven -volumes are not enough,
mo1 MR
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