Ma;k Lane: lleuth.

:Academlc'

interest in
murder

THE GENERAL reaction to the
two mnew books (“Rush to
Judgment,” by Mark Lane, and
“ Inquest,” by Edward Jay
Epstein) on Kennedy’s assassina-
tion has been either to scan the
horizon for a second assassin or
to reject it all as muck-raking.
The two books have been
lumped together : in fact, they
and their authors are totally
different.

Epstein will be the one who
appears in the histofy books. He
was the - first lte' onstrate that
the Warren Commission report was
inadequate and hasty.

Mark Lane is an ei-rn.%iiciar
sleuth and an aggressive televrsxon

' debater, who seems to have taken
up the sub;ect as a career, Epstein -

maywngacademc,wbomadehxs
enquiries as his master’s thesis at
Cornell University.

It turned out to be an odd sort

of thms——headlmephxmng, maga-;

zine serialised and translated into

Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish,
German,

Italian and other lan-
guages. [Epstein looked alightly
abashed when he arrived in
London last week to appear as
Publisher’s Exhibit “ A.”

He embarked on the subject two
years ago because he wanted to see
how a Government ' department
operated in crisis situations where
it had no parallel past experience
to guide it.

His challenging of the Warren
Commission looks a rather David
and Goliath affair. Epstein is 30,
and was born on the East Side of

New York. He is dark, looks boy- -

ish and has a rather_flat voxce._

. American universities are full of his

rious-minded and diligent,

but ambitious, too. ;
Epstein is coatinuing his,
academic carecr at Harvard, where
he is studying for his PhD. The,
subyect urban politics. .
The commercial success of
“Inquest” was a disappointment
to him—in a way. *It’s selling, but

“And I think the uame m of
peop‘learebll)'mlm o‘\"’

- so are flying saucer books,” he says..)‘ ;




