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: US. Attitude Towar
. Militarists Shows Clear
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. 91 To the everlasting credit of the
rofesfors at the Roman Catholic
Pniversity of Buenos Aijres, they
. hhave denounced the seizure and bru-
tal suppression of the non-Catholic
Siniversities by the new military dic-
Ratorship of Gen. Juan Carlos Onga-
nia. -
RN ¢ . L
ot The,. United States washed its
daands of a former dictator, Juan
{Reron, when, among other things he
sharagsed the self-governing univer-

i mitieny but the militarists who over-

threw President Iilia last. month,
fave gone far beyond Peron's re-
" dpressions.
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Ay during “Argentina's history,
he autonomy of the secular univer-
ties, the traditional center of free
seech and thought, has been invio-
le. Not even Person dared violate

+ 4t. But the new regime, in the best

- Jdader, Gen. Ongania, to appoint his .

* ‘Hitlerian way, has set out to smash

e intellectual world, beginning
th the educational centers. -

The first step was for thé new

¢ dykother-in-law, Enrique Green, a re-

L

* dtired navy captain and notorious an-

* glSemite, to run the police force. .

v gl

he second step was a police at-
‘on_the school campuses, where
ents and professors were severe-
“beaten, storm trooper fashion, by
* “¢ops yelling, "Run, you commie Jew
_§.0.B." Then the universities were
osed down "to improve the level of
Jcholarly ‘life." : L

.+fi¢The police, however, did not shut _

~*@wn the "Catholic universities, but
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government by refusing its recogni-
tion. e

But ‘what has the United Staf}
done? First, it promptly recognized
the Ongania junta, and now it has

‘responded to the attack on the
 universities, including the beating

of an American professor, by a pér-
functory "expression. of - concern”
which is not to be confused with,a
formal protest. ik

The assistant secretary of stfzf&
for Latin America, Lincoln GorddH, -
was then quoted as saying the cradk- -
down had been justified because tite
schools harbored professional agitd-
tors. Just like the ones in the United
States, no doubt, who go around
protesting Vietnam. : :

‘When the official “State Depaa{g-,
ment spokesman was asked al
this, he said the department "asgggi
ated itself* with Gordon's remarks.
After the remarks backfired, Gord
denied saying the attack was justj-
fied, but he still "lamented” that 43-
gentine universities had become
*asylums for gangsters or for profey- .

-.gional students who have no inter%t

in studies but only in subversive agi-

tation.” The official spokesman then
announced that the department vﬁs -
switching its association to Gordogs™

_cleaned-up version.’ ot

It is significant, however, -tHét
Gordon did not choose to deny say- "~
ing that the circumstances "suggest -
that this police raid was an impul-
give action, rather than a plannéd
university reform." Subsequefit
events indicate it was just aboutas

1,

the Meaitysofs therchureht institul o"impulsive?-as a_Hitler, ‘:a)ooke;bum.-’.
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Mions has nevertheless had the cou- “ing carnival. ”

. S¥fige to protest strongly against the
»Dazi - like attacks' on the- other
‘adehools. T

) .;:{;,The_ assault on the universities is
' .only one item of the wholesale eli-

goination of all democratic institu-
tions in the country, including the

federal and provincial legislatures, -

v and the Supreme Court. Some of our

ignant neighbors, like Venezuela, = tend thig policy to the whole he
l;‘l(l:olombla, Costa Rica, anq-]i;c\_agdor, _phere. We 'dqplbm’ 'ups‘,_:: )
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1t is all too clear what the officD{aI

- U.S. attifude toward military dicga--

torships has become since the death ..

-of John F. Kennedy. Gordon, while .

ambassador to Brazil; virtually.,

the cheering section’ when the milj-.
1

" tarists took over. Now, as boss of.a

Latin American affairs; 11119‘,"0&1!*"0!‘, :
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