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q._._._m WEATHER
Bay 'Area—Clear inland late
mornings and afternoons over
the weekend, and partially. clear

E along the coast afternoons.

High Saturday, 66 to 78; low, 48
to 55. See Page 30.
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Storm Over
Secret F||es 14
. edY;

Lpndon Observer

Fa

Washmgton\ ;
SomewheremWashlmj
i ton—though no one

'say where—a collection~
 of photographs and X-ray |
"plates has lain hidden fﬁ!
almost three years. -

They were taken in th
ymorgue of Bethesd

‘Naval Hospital on the

might of Nov. 22, 1963, the;

sday on which Premdexwf
Kennedy was killed 1i[!‘ .
®allas, and were imme-"~
shiately handed over to thg,
fWhite House Secret Seryr
dce. No one has seen them
drom that day to this. )

I What. the phyptographs are’
Enown. to show is the deag
President’s t?:’uhlated bod
together with deétaifed "X-ra J'
ezaminations of his heart, 15I ¥
Rrain and parts of his abdo-

nen. . arg
P DEMANDS o
wiFor two years and.more,-
{ﬁut of understandable feeln)
ings of respect and defetenee n
tfowards the Kennedy famil

h.the actual photograpgé
i the X-ray plctures have)
p allowed to he m peacé’

JNOw suadeniy -msistemt, and'
A, some cases strident, ' dé-2
ands are being made foFo
em to be submitted to oud
1de independent examini:
n, -if- not actually to be
hown in public. -

uriously, the clamiir]l
&mes both from those wh?f
told the Warren Commi§-*
‘gion findings and from tho:
Who have relentlessly ~at-
facked them since the day’
hey were published. Only E

o

ﬁ:m

X

oy

-ct, hard evidence, bol
fides today claim, can. mn
vt doubts at rest.
«Howshas it all happened’
3 IRRITATION
“Farlier this year, when !
Wecame known that a n
lood of books on the D
Wssassination was due’
come on the market, m
‘Americans seemed to feéf

‘gn

merely a sense of irritation.*+

+ It was certainly unde -'

§tandable The United States

had, after all, been through,|

all this before with the fi
wave of critics, many
whom (like Bertrand Rus-
Sell) rushed into print with-
‘but even waiting t o read @
Warren Commission’s report.

n:The alleged -shots from the i
gverpass, the confusion over

whether the President’s
ﬁmlmds, were.dn. the front .or

3

Beschaes) She -downward or



. gtein, who is now a -doctoral

upward trajectory of one of
the bullets—the Yvhole B
ment had become as
and unappetizing as a re-
hash of the Profumo  else
would be for most people. i
Britain today. naviad
For the bulk of Amerjcan
public opinion it was enough

“that™a distingiishied and pat-

ently unsubornable sevaps

man commission: haddplihar
atzg on all the issues at, stgk&

for, 3 ipgrigd: of ~more, thaw
elg}ﬁ manths and.at the ond)
had come up with a clearsepg
answer rejecting any conspiya
acy theory and naming: Leef
Harvey Oswald as the lone,
assassin. P
. EPSTEIN Do
" oday, however, it isi the
mdjestie Warren Commissioish
itself that is in the dock, rathe®
er than the lonely Oswaldii .20
The change has come abos$
largely as a result of ! ol¥
book thmt wastes -little
on% melo#ramatic theofies!
(such as the present fashions
able one of an Oswald, dinid
ble} and instead settles dowh!
to 4 painstaking examinations
of the way in which the cofriv!
mission worked, the sap
proach its members and 1ev
gal” staff brought to their
tasks. together with the eon~
fusion over objectives that
‘seems from the beginning;iog
have dogged the whole . i
quiry’s footsteps. e
The indictment—and this:js
what it twns out to be-sls
made not by any sensationalﬁ
journalist nor even by a coms,
mitted political campaignery
It .comes instead from
pen,of a young academic, Ed-
ward Jay Epstein, who twga
years ago started on a Masq|
ter’s thesis at Cornell Univeny
sity. His project was the,
problem of 'how a govern-
ment organization functiong
in.an extraordinary situation,
without rules or precedentg
to guide it. : s
oS TERRIFYING TALE. 11
For obvious reasons, Ep3

stident at Harvard, decided:
to take the Warren Commid
sion as his case history withk
out apparently realizing forimi
méraent what he would stums
ble onto. The tale that he:

ends up by unfolding ist®

teprifying  one—not, i
course, of dishonesty or da
ceit but of superficiality andi
haste. oo Pl
I one sense, Epstein was
clearly fortunate. Approachs
ing Commission members: as’
a serious student—and ong,
what 'is more, with the full
backing of Professor Andrew |
Hacker, one of the most dis-
tinguished political scientists
in America—he was plainly
given much freer access to
information than would ever
have been granted to a news-
jpaperman.
It is fair to say, too, th§t
there ‘is claimed to be somi
question whether all tho
who talked to him realiz¢j
that the end-product wo
eventually turn out to be n
a complex thesis left mov
dering in some university li
brary but rather a terse,
tautly argued book that is al-
réady beginning its climb up
the American best-sellgx;‘
lists.
INTERVIEWS
Yet talk the  commission
and its staff certainly did ‘$
two or three of the lawyers
seemed scarcely able to wgj
to get their botfled-up com-
plaints off their chests. O
of the commission’s se
counsel even supplied Eps;
stein with a full set of works
ing papers, thus enabling hi;
to give a complete chronolo
ical plan of the commission’
work and the way it W&
done. A3
In addition, five of the sé¢2
en commission member
(though not Chief Justice
_Earl Warren himself) grant-
ed him interviews. i
‘Naturally, - Epstein’s bogq
has to give some attention to
what = actually happened
Dallas” thaW5BEiAR>MOR
38 monthelega TN, one KN

\fi' en’tz—i:'n parf:iculéi is 'éeﬂ%
o his thesis: His main’ coe—

cérn throughout, however, e
he adequacy of the dinve‘stgqu(_
‘gatjon which followed —
i igstigation that he _ends(&i
. Y - branding “extremely “§-o,
\perficial.” L od
Mhat is scarcely theAnl{;ﬁ;j

ikfurbing charge he make§m,
yime and again the reader ig -
fsriought back to the commig; -
gibn’s dual purpose. Was t sﬁ“

‘3imh to ascertain and publish

1.out in America next week.

’thjé facts or was 1t 10 protect”
|America’s national interest
thy:dispelling rumors? Vs
7 ‘A report had been receiveli!
#hat Oswald had been a paidks
informant of the FBI. Dest
deribing .the rteport as Yar
wery dirty rumor,” the comiis
imission’s special coungeh’
‘urged that it must be wipeds
squit in so far as it is possiblep’
to do s0.” D
aThe seven commission
members clearly ‘agreed; .
Neither then nor later
L’thﬂey themselves ‘make ‘a
pfoit to investigate jt, ;b
lyond asking the FRer
deny  it. This t{x}: ughol
geems all too often’to have,
heen the approach to evi-
dence (however fragile) that
pthireatened to upset precon-
rceived notions. o
+'Yet this attitude was not
confined just to the commis-
sion. Two years ago, when:
the Warren report was pub-
lished, the Néw York Times
hailed it as “an exhaustive
tifnquiry into every particle of
‘evidence,” leaving ‘‘ne ma-
terial question unresolved 8o
ar as the death of President

ennedy is concerned.” Nor
was this thirst to be reas-
Sured limited to merely
;American newspapers.
1] LANE'SVISIT
ir Even in the offices of the
mormally suspicious new;
statesman there was, as I re-
-eall -it, a distinet reluctance
o question the seemingly de-
finitive official explanation of
gwhat had occurred. I can viv-
4dly remember a visit to the
Mew. statesman made that
summer by Mark Lane, the
sindefatigable  campaigner on
the subject of the assassina-
4ion who has his own hook,
¢‘Rush to Judgment,” coming

y'Lane’s avowed purpose
‘was to try to persuade us not
Jo accept uncritically ‘the.
‘commission’s findings. “We
Lfistened to him for an hour
and more but when eventual-
Yy he .had left collectively
shook our heads. What we
had heard, we decided, was
at best fantastic and at worst
Reurotic. o

Would we, I now wonder,
'have thought that if we had
known then what today, two
‘years later, is in the public
domain? That, for example,
the ‘commission itself was

[IEIE | IR PN

split down the' miuwe v @
central vitgl issue. That
it wavered betfreen the two-
shot and singlgbullet theory.

hat one of ils own major i
onclusions a 26-page!
emorandumWof protest

{from one of ¥s staff mem-
Jbers. And, finally, that the
.men whose names were more
‘than any other factor. re-
sponsible for the confidence
jof the outside world had on
lan average attended only 45
Wﬁ%gbﬂﬁiﬂﬂiu*gh

fhave to be treated as
meére allegations -— though,
‘%i_gpificantly, they have ngf:
een rebutted. Already :{}i¢
fact that they have
. e has been enough

uade one close associaté

he Kennedy family, Rich!
argd, Goodwin, a former white
beuse aide, to call for anmé
parial investigation fo-i
mower whether a fresh .
wctte inquiry may not be’

3,

eMlary. a
J¢1s at this point, of coff'y,
;gi t the discussion ceas
be.legalistic or even forél
Bhd becomes instead politi-
f_g.}ly -explosive. For if jgge
] g is clear, it is that:tle
‘binmission was every @
jdent- Jphnson’s own
SN ) &

icmeation. )

TR * .

tice, Barl Warren, into pre-
siding over it. -‘He worked
night and day to persuade his
old friend, Senator Richard
 Russell, ‘of Georgia, to serve
—whe then attended to hear
only 6 percent of the testimo-
ny. And all the time his was
the pressure in' the back-
. ground fo -get the report out
"well before the 1964 election.
TIME FACTOR
Probably the most alarm-
ing single revelation to have
come out is the degree to
which' the commission—at
least in its.crucial writing pe-
riod—was hounded and har-:
ried by the time factor. |
Originally the deadline set:
for staff members to suhmit |
their respective chapters in
the report to the commission: |
ers was June 1. After three;
senior lawyers had made repyi
resentations to the Chief JHﬁtt




tice-—and had pointed oug
that only two out of eight,
chapters were anything likg
completed—this was. reluc:,
tantly . extended to June lgi.
-Again there had to be a depui
tation to the Chief Justxce
This time the absolutely fma}
date set was August 1, whlcp ]
itself gradually got elodeq*
wellinto September. - ',

It is' naturally- possible {o,
argué that the very fact of
these constant postponementé—
gave the commission what 1
most needed—time to do &
thorough job. To claim that}
however, is to ignore the ati
mosphere in which bv then
the commission’s staff was
having to work.

-REBUKES
One -young staff member
+trying to open up a new line
. of inquiry was bsquely told
by the chief coufflilf: ‘At tid§’
i stage we are trythg to close
doors, not open them.” |
Another was ordered to
glve up study of a particular |
piece of evidence as it was
felt that he was spending al-|i
together too much time on it.
A third even went to the
length of preparing a protest
memorandum warnin
| pr N

fmmmb::;; 3"’?"’“2

It is not, therefore. surorid
that -among the neopls
-did not join in the choru‘ A
raise for the commisg
Hap’s report  were some - of;
Mse who actuallv worked o]
NW y.. then, did they kee
#ence for so long? :
Admittedly it is not an easy 8
@urestion to answer—mattergs
F human motivation - rarelf
Sre. but what plainly has. afg
Wected some of those who ac-
ept broadly the commls-j
jon’s . conclusions—while gl
- aining appalléd at its meth- |°
fis—is the belief that the evikp
1denne must. in fact: exist t'a u

attla the doubts once and fo
1. Phat - ev1dence—whw
; i (“Pﬂr‘" now be got only
,hv heavv nressore on the ad-
inictrotion—lies in the nost-’
eath nhotogravhs of John
‘ Kﬁnnedv as well as the X-ray
;ﬁﬁtes taken at the autopsy. |
“ - THEORIFS = ¢
To explain this it is necest }
) M‘tm a‘brief exeursi

theories ' purporting to tell’
what exactly hdppened in
;Dallas on November 22, 1963
;between 12:30 p.m. and. 1
‘o’clock are of course, legion.

‘A wealthy California engi-

{neer has spent $50,000 trying
to prove that the President
was shot from a manhole in
the road. An influential group
of Texans still mamtams that

pose.

leaving out the lunatic fringe
both on the left and the right,
the argument: has been re-
duced to a surprisingly sim-
ple Issue.

I Pr esident Kennedv ‘and
Governor John Connally, who
was riding in front of him in
the:ear,ciwere weunded) by:

1f, on the other hand the
;same bullet that first. hit
President Kennedy exited »
through his throat and went
on to wound Governor Con-
nally, then the theory of the
lone assassin still stands up
The reason is that there sim-
ply was not time for a rifle of
the type Lee Oswald is al- !
leged to have used to have !
been fired twice in the maxi-
mu mperiod of 1.8 seconds.
mum period of 1.8 seconds
that a film taken at the time
by a bystander shows te have
elapsed between the wound:
ing of the President (the shot
to the head that killed duimi
came later) and the hi‘rtingnoi
the Governor.

o The SOMMISOR AR 1 :mta

ucceed in galning po&%’k’ﬁd@ﬂ
f .the -original copy -of this|
m (it had been -snapped ap|

“forf $25,000 by Life magazine
immt_adxately after the assas-

*4°The film caused the one
a]or departure in the Com-
ission’s conelusions from
0se suggested in the initial
BI report. Once the film
ad been analyzed by frames

the sniper’s nest was in a pa-,
pier-mache tree specially im-!
ported into Texas for the pur-. 5

Generally, however, and

became clear, at least to
he Commission staff that
nly a new hypothesis of one
hot striking both Mr. Kenne-
y. and Connally could fore-
lose the possibility of a sec-
pnd assassin, -

Of course there were diffi-
ulties in the new theory
why, if he was struck by the
ame bullet, did Governor

Lonnally take well over a
econd to react? Could a sin-
le bullet—especially. one
at was recovered more or

{ess intact—have -done that

amount of damage to . two
eén?). But the Commission
awyers decided that they

1o alternative but to ride

oughshod over - them. The
eason was obvious. “To say
hat they were hit’ by sepa-
ate builets;” one of them
lurted out at the time, *is
ynonymous with' saying that
there were two assassins.”

THE ISSUE

Incx edibly, it was prec1sely
issue that the Warren
Lommission failed to con-
t. Instead, -in what  was
ed the ‘“battle of adjec-
ves,”” it was smoothed over
¥ ‘a compromise in lan-
age.

SOme Commission mem-
bers, we now ‘know, remained
wedded to the SImplest im-
possible FBI theory that
‘there had been three shots—
two: of which hit the Presi-
dfent and ope, Governor Con-
‘nally. Others who.(like Allen
‘Dylles, former head of ClA)

'FP‘YseWFsﬁ&ﬁm neg p§qthe
b .
Wmub ially
hit by the same bullet

In view of the vital m]por~
tance of a unanimous repért
it was resolved, apparently i}
desperation, simply to &
that there was ‘“‘very persudd
sive evidence” for the singlés
bullet theory, while. at they

same time fre'ely admittingm

the point. .

What no‘one on the CJm“
mission seems to have res
ized ~is that difference”
opinion . could have been
solved then and there.
Nothing in the whole sto
of the Warren Commlssi h
seems in retrospect more,
markable than its fallmq i

)

¥ 5.5,

‘nedy. His total silence so fgx‘

demand to see the photogra-
phic evidence which wo
have shown not only the
details of the wounds on the:
President’s -body, but alsé
presumably the path of thes
crucial bullet. lisly

FINAL IRONY - #¢,

“The final irony is that E’
man who is believed origing]
ly to have been more than;
anyone else responsible .
this insistence on decenox
and privacy was none otl;
than the former Presiden §
brother. Senator Robert Ken-,

on the entire controversy
must be beginning fo be, 3l
worrying omen for the Wlntg
House. Senator Edward Kggg
nedy announced the ollier.
day that, although he had 1
read it, he accepted the ?

ren Commission report a8
[ “conclusive.” No such blank
check endorsement has cems
from his elder brother.- ;I‘%

How long the dead Pregh
dent’s political heir can mans
age to maintain even a ng

committal attitude is perhapsg

the most intriguing questigh

in American politics today.{. 7
i Next week sees the conik
mercial release of..a.two. Z-ﬁ

<M ::m.lﬂhous dpcumen-

ﬁm*’?ﬁ?ﬁiﬁl’& g

us Joe McCarthy in
!inent) attacking the Wa :
Commission findings point by
point. : HIF
., Early next year, comes 373
publication of “Death ofisgé
President.” a book comnto*
{sioned by Mrs. Jacguelin
g(ennedy. to  tell the, w
§tory of the whole Dallas $p¥e}
sode, which has a]ready been :
bought by Look magazine L,
,000 the highest sum;
enal rights ever paid m«
America.. '

'In face of all this, will F
ert Kennedy be _able to
taking public position? ;

7! Certainly, as all of AR %?li
ta is slowly beginning! &
Tealize, no man has morGC'RP‘
“gain simply from the gro
public suspicion . that the mss
wjuiry. set up by Presidént
wJohnson into his predC&ﬁf
Bor’s murder was - som ey

eHotched:ins @) Yooy th.
—— Lt Scsielronis ol
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