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' S,WASHINGTON — Nearly, 49

months after publication of the;Ward' Sunda. suiﬁa B e 5394
‘rén Commission Report, the quiégit ysniafh er9 it Iﬁﬁ

tIon of whether a second assassl
n};ly have been involved in the 1:nu;;.,‘x
dar of President John F. Kenhedy s
‘again being asked. =1
“No new evid@ce has come -£§"
lfght. Rather the issue is being rem
r%:ted in new challenges to the £
ings of the Warren Commission anda
imnew interpretdtions being placedJ
on the evidence.

These challenges are abetted by

= wSut appear to be errors in the earlyt
. deeral Bureau of Investigation res;

on the President's wound. If the!
%} statements are not errors, they-
cauld unhinge the central conclusiost”
of. ’t.he commission: report: that Lea-
ﬂr Oewgid.wes; pral Ahe
aspeesin. HAnediBla 4l ;

LA TS gl

= Question of Second Kenned:

'Y i

i Assassin Agém&g Being Aske@

gge: mag
tﬁiglate date. Who could such a p

menace? Such a question has’
fﬁntastxc ring to it. Yet it is diligently,

forth in.a new book 1,0 be pub-i
SR

¥
on aty

son. be? If he exists, where is heh
\%at is he doing? Is he still a potens

RIS

that will challefige -

~Warren Comm1ss10n find-

ings

The Viking b ook is
- called "Inquest: The War-
-ren Commission- and the '
“Establishment of Truth. "
<« It was written original
as a thesis for a mastds
degree at Cornell Univer-
. sity by Edward Jay Ep-

~stein, who is now wor
for a Ph.D. degree at Ha

: Yorker

. vard,

*is as ‘impregsi
.« Qisturbing.*

« . correspondent for the
magazine, - wii

rites that Epstein's caff

as it/ '



* lations about the int
.. controversies in the W
" ren Commission yet
»_pear.

~that Chief - Justice Par
‘—'Wirr_éﬁ; “the ™ ?:haxﬁﬁtn

: the commission's h

" ¢ism and surprisin

It reports, for examle

lost his temper over deliys
» An getting out the report. It
says staff lawyers : called

"joke" and: it
that much of the investiga- -
tion was "superficial"- and l

i “overly hasty.

According to Epstem,
. the White House through®

. McGeorge Bundy, former, :
:"gpecial assistant to the
<President, exerted pres-
sure to get the report out
before the 1964 Presiden-
tial election to prevent thg f
-assassination from bec
ing a campaign issue. ¢,

The book also mdlca
@ serious’ division wi
the cominission” on whe-
‘ther the President and

a crucially
“important point - in“estas:
,,bhshmg whether Oswal
vas alone. .
& According to Epste Y
g Sen Richard B. Russell’
P-Ga) a oommlssion
mber, "reportedly sai
would not sign a repo!
Hich concluded both me&,
‘ere h1t by the same huI—
Agree Wlth Russell'

Two other membe;
n. John. Sherman COA‘
er- (R-Ky.) and .Rep.
“: Hale Boggs (D-La.) "ten lﬁ(
/¢d to agree with Russe
~Pposition,” Epstein says. -
..;7i Yet the report appeared
% unanimous one and
..fonclusion was that the}:
“‘wame bullet had struck
kennedy and Connally—-x
fhe “bullet, that is,” tha®.
unded the two men

; The two senators  welgj
gnavailable for comment
Sunday. The Washin AP

id,: many " disg;
gussions involving many..
points of evidence. Butﬁ@

No Proof

o ‘dion's methods - and: :

findings, it does not pro
the case of a second, ass

s being- mvolved
elthar
caninot be rifected caf
fically. Butaif there
y such evidence, it

I Heen beyond the reach of -

the investigative ‘agenm—
es and resources of the’

bt excluding the possibili="

p- of an -accomplice, ‘the=
mission leaned heavilyy

Moward' the belief - Oswald-

. i
Complex Question n,“';}

Continued from 25th Page

whether one or two gun-
- men were involved.

Motion pictures -taken
by a bystander show clear-
1y the reactions of Mr.
Kennedy and Connally"
when they were first
struck. Mr. Kennedy
clutched his throat; Con-
nally slumped forward.
These reactions occurred
less -than two - seconds

. apart. )
- It was, however, demon- |
ly impossible for Oss:
. 's bolt-action rifle to |
“have been fired twice il
that brief interval.. There-
fore, one of two thing#{
.must have happened:
- either Mr. Kennedy and
"Connally were shot alm
simultaneously by two difs
ferent gunmen, or, as the
‘commission concluded, the
that struck Mr. Ken- J
) in the shoulder must\
“have passed through his
body first and- then‘(
hrough the chest-of Con*
nally, who was sea:ted uh
_ front of him,

Bpstein attacks mhis comr
clusion forcefully, begin-
ning - with ‘citations from’
FBI reports, . which had

" not-been made public at
the" time the oommussxona.
submitted its finding.

.- In it first ‘assassination |
,repqrt ‘dated Dec 9, 1963, |
the F'BI gaid: -

ﬁedical examination ol

_the: President's -body
‘vealed that one of the Bu 9
-Jets had éntered just below
“his shoulder to'the right of ,
the spinal column at-an an-
of 45 to 60- degreeft
sownward that there was

m)“ point 'of exit and that (]

ﬂglg: buIlet was not in the

—

‘In plementary
port datet? Jan, 13, 1

edical examination of~
. President's body had,
:eveaIed ‘that ‘the bullet”
vhich entéred his bacldt

tance of less than a finger.C
®. Notes Small Slit Ay

" #There is.a slit a pro:
mately one-half in " lon
‘about one inch below. the
- collar button in the ‘over-
lap of the shirt the P’f‘eﬁ%
ident was wearing.

slit has a characteristic
.an exit ‘hole of a proje




3 e.u )
%ﬂl‘he FBI report,” Eps
gtein writes, "prgcl}xdgd.
‘the possibility that ‘bothq
‘men were hit by the,-sameq
bullet. There was thug %;
prima facie case of two as-
sassins. The fact that O# <
wald was- able to »qscapa)
from the :murder scen
“suggested a second ‘assas-

sin could also have e’scapec.li
. etected.” IR VE &
f'un]%pstéin's case -is hal-

* lenged. by .the’ statement/
- S{u?day by the F'BI spokes-
. ‘man that the FBI report
~ was wrong ‘when it sa
*there was no point of

W . INERA

. \{
. Quoting Doctors " 2_
The FBI agents were
o/

 spokesmin L 0t ot

mate * truth *about’ - bt
wound is in the autopsy
report, which reads: op
*The missile contusedb
the. strap muscle of ; o]
- right side of the neck, da-
maged the trachea (wind-
Qipe) and made its e

jihrough the anterior sur-
dace of the neck.™ -~ =~ =
§ It was on this statefni
fhat the Warren Comm

est and wound his wrigt.
. “Disagrees. A
.Epstéfn disagrees with<]
he commission, saying:
‘ "Eitrlgg both. men we
hit by the samé bullet op
ere had to be two ass
8ins. Norman Redlich, "Af<:
Ben Specter and. other
members=bf the staff tool
e position the report had
to conclude that both men
-Sweme hit by the same bula
-let. There was, however,
no. substantial evidence
which supported this con-
tention. And there is
ejzdence that all but p

Bled the possibility ;
g men had been hit by

there is a qubstich® whu
ther ihe.-autapsy; remosty
. published by ‘the co

"sion was the original an=*
topsy report. Before any,
»#fficial word had been.re-
’éé;’ed about” the autopgy,
ale notes, certain’ newspas
, Pers carried stories saying
zhe autopsy showed tie
st bullet had penetratéd
‘the President's back by
only a couple of inches. ﬁ?
Fhe wound in the front |
of{the throat, according to
.these newspaper accouits-
of the autopsy, was caused
by ‘@ metal fragment frog-
the subsequent fatal ghot
“in the head. S
Notes Testimony
.Epstein notes for.

=ample that Connally tefsﬁﬁg
fied it was "inconceivaly
-that he was hit by~
same bullet that also
-Mr. Kennedy, alth
Connally's own " sur
‘believes the . gove
could have been mista
Epstein argues tha
e bullet that hit Co
had also damaged - M
Kennedy's windpipe, 1
_President would not hi
bgen able to exclaim: -#)
&d, Iam hit." Secret S
ﬁe agent. Roy Kellerm
tified he heard Kenmy
dy say that after the.
shot. :
Epstein's thesis fs: that:
the Warren -Commission
did not want to rock the
t. by delving into trou-
esome matters that
waipht have suggesied the
cis about the.assassina-
@h were other than wha
4y appeared to be. " °
Thus, he says, the com-
ssion did not make a
fficiently exhaiusstive' i~
quiry into the rumor that
Oswald was a paid FBT igb¢
former, even though th e
dre . some very curious.
icircumstances, T
8 Instead, -Epstein .sia%n
. commission _ simply
ook the word of J. Edgar
Hoover and the FBI t aly
Oswgld was not an_infor- |
mer. U v
. Quotes Lawyer ;'V
ipstein  quotes 'Joseph,
Q@Bau, a Long Bea

I . 13

laining that the FBI w
Réx&'sﬁgﬁﬁngr et
ratic™ in its dealirgs withs
&g commission ahd thdlili
FBI- agents coll¥orafed
only on "express orders”,
from Hoover. Epstein also
@ys, however, tl;t "the"
staff had virtual y all jtg”
%%elsﬁions answered by the

~ On- the other hand, he
quotes another staff mep.
ber, Wesley J, Liebeler,
that "the most disquietingn
thing about the FBI inves.
tigation was that it was
les thorough than it apt 3
beared to be." Liebeler als]
£ 12 queted that "the CIA .
3s 50 secretive it was vips, |,
$4ally useless to the com-' 3
sion." : Cee

"Opinions differ ag to
What the commission ac.™
tually did," Epstein writes
affer interviewing manyd
of those connected with it.
Ball" said the commission
had no idea of what was
_happéning; we (the staff)
did all the Investigating,
lined "up the witnesses,
solved the problems andg
wrote the report.”

.. 'Neothing'

Liebeler, -when- asked"
what, k¥ commission did,
replied: ; "In  one word,
"J.l&ot:hing.'E . SR

These* judgments ardy
not compatible with the

?though the ire-¥
maytnot have broken®
_Dew ground. S

. il

" Epstein " concludes hi

book with these words: ,

"Unless the basic facts
and. assumption esta-
blished by the commission

are incorrect, there is a

strong case that Oswald

crogxld Wn t have acted
walone, did the com-

Mssi f!}{ to take cogni”
xance in its conclusion of
this evidence of a second
assassin?

. "Quite clearly, a serious -
discussion of this problem
‘within itself has under-
mined the dominant purs |
pose of the commissi
hamely, the settling
doubts and suspicion. I
deed if the commissions
had made i clear that 5
ry substantial evidence in-




dicated the. presénce of '3
second assassin, it would
hs

iaf blishing -1
16N on 9f the truth,
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