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| RUSSELL AND SARTRE SUPPORT EUROPEAN COMMITTEES OF INQUIRY; ‘ 
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artists to call for and assist in the formation of committees to support an ins 

“dependent investigation of the assassination, it was reported today. 4 
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Attorney Mark Lane, Chairman of the American Citizens! 

Committee of Inquiry and a former New York State Assemblyman, who has just 

returned from a tour of Europe, announced that supporting Committees of Inqnir 

have been set up in England, Denmark and France. EARL BERTRAND RUSSELL has 
q 

4 accepted the chairmanship of the British Committee, which has already begun to 

i 

function. Other members of the British Citizens! Committee are: JOHN ARDEN, 
3 j 

playwright; CAROLINE WEDGWOOD RENN, writer; JOHN CALDER, publisher; PROFESSOR | 

WILLIAM EMPSON, Professor of English Literature, Sheffield University; MICHAEL 

FOOT, Labour M.P. and Editor of the Tribune; SIR COMPTON MACKENZIE, author 

end plogweight; KINGSLEY MARTIN, former editor of the New Statesman, writer 

and journalist; LORD BOYD ORR, Former Director-General, U.N. Food and Agricul 

tural Organization, former Rector and Chancellor, Glasgow University; J. B. 

PRIESTLEY, novelist and playwright; SIR HERBERT READ, publisher, author and 
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pcets TONY RICHARDSON, film director ("Saturday Night and Sunday Morning," 

"ton Jones"); RT. REV. ARTHUR MERVYN STOCKWOOD, Bishop of Southwark; PROFESSOR 

HUGH TREVOR=ROPER, Professor of Modern History, Oxford University; and KENNET 
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| TYNAN, writer, theatre critic and Director of the National Theatre. 
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| The renowned British historian, Professor ARNOLD TOYNBEE, 

cghas sent Shey following message to the American people:



eT RS <>, RE ha ge ily lll la Plat Sc Sl 
~~ RUSSELL AND SARTRE 2 22° 

"The Mark Lane brief gives strong reasons for thinking that 

hgge is something wrong about the way in which the case is being invest- 

he United States, of the Citizens' Committee of Enquiry." 

In France, author and philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre hag ann- 

ounced his support of an independent citizens! investigation; the Associa- 

ion of French Jurists is making plans for an international conference of 

mination. 

Many of Denmark's noted jurists have added their sponsorship 

toa Danish Citizens! Committee headed by Atty. Jorgen Jacobsen. 

* * 

i | Mr. Lane interrupted his European tour at the request of the 

gre Commission, who called him to reappear before that body on Thursday, 

July 2nd. Mr. Lane indicated that while he did not kmow what material the 

Jommission wished to review with him, he would continue to cooperate with 

the Commission and would answer all relevant questions they might ask. His 

rst appearance before the Warren Commission was on March 4, 1964, 
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igated. I am sure that the right reaction to this is the Setting-up, in 1.2 

farists who will review the evidence in the case and arrive at their own dotor-
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ALLEGED MURDER WEAPON NOT FOUND IN BOOK DEPOSITORY, 
LANE CHARGES 

"SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT EVIDENCE BREAK," 

SAYS CHAIRMAN OF INDEPENDENT INQUIRY 

New York, July 3 -- "The rifle that was found on the sixth floor of the 

Book Depository Building less than one hour after the assassination is not 

‘the same rifle now alleged to be the murder weapon," said Mark Lane, 

Chairman of the Citizens! Committee of Inquiry today. 

Hailing this new proof as "the most dramatic and im- 

portant evidence break in the case thus far," Lane charged that the Dallas 

Dithorities "have switched rifles in order that a rifle allegedly nadled 

“to Oswald's post office box in March appeared to be the murder weapon." 

" Lane, who testified before the Warren Commission on July 2, was permitted 

tb examine the weapon which allegedly was used by Oswald to assassinate 

President Kennedy. 

During January, Lane revealed that he had in his pos— 

session a photostatic copy of an affidavit on file in the Dallas District ' 
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Attorney's office. That affidavit, signed by a Dallas police officer who 

found a rifle on the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building less than 

one hour after the assassination, contained the sworn statement by the 

officer that the weapon was a German Mauser, Caliber 7.65. The following 

day the Dallas District Attorney stated that the murder weapon was an Ita- 

lian Carbine, Caliber 6.5 and it was that weapon which was discovered on 

the sixth floor of the Book Depository Building and erroneously identified 

ui by the officer. 

alli



Those defending the official view argued that the officer, 

ter examining the weapon, mistakenly concluded that it was a German 

"Made Italy" and "GAL 6.5." 
i 
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"There can be but one explanation," charged Lane, "and that 

s that the local law enforcement authorities have switched rifles in 

order to 'prove! Oswald's guilt." 
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| have recently joined the Citizens! Tommittee of Inquiry as 

Chairman because | believe that the case is not closed in ths assas-" 

sination of F’resident ‘<ennedy, that a continuing investigation musi : 

be made by-an independent citizens! group, and that the recuits 

/ of such an inquiry should be made available to the Avmerican pesnie 

It is in reference to this last point that | direct this letter to you. 

There has been little free discussion of the facts in this most 

critical case from the very beginning. ~he number of “americsris 

who have been exposed to any critical discussion of cross-o™ain~ 

ination of the evidence of the case is pitifully small. 

The Citizens! Committee of Inquiry is trying to make 4 cent 

i wall of ignorance. We have been sponsoring nightly iecturss | 

“! Attorney Mark Lane in tiew York for the last two months. 1 

halls have been simall, but jam-packed. 

Ve are now organizing two more ambitious projects. Cn Fiicay, 

Cctober $ in w2.04 FI MCIECC , and on Monday, Cctober 12 

in NEw YCRK, Mr. Lane will debate =ttorney Melvin E cill 

Jack !{uby's trial lawyer and author of a forthcoriing book 

"Gallas Justicel!. The debate in San Francisco will take 

in Masonic Hall, while New York!s debate will be held in Mannat~) 

tan Center. 

Cc For tickets to the S.F debate, write to the E erkeley Citizens! ne 

CSominiittee of Inquiry, F. C. Eox 245, Eerkeley, California. i 

The enclosed leaflet gives details of how tickets can be obiainec) | 

in New York. 

We believe there will be great interest in hearing these two =b!: 

men present the opposing sides in one of the “ost crucial 

our century. You cannot order your tickets too soon. 

sincerely, 

Tide. G ‘ 

Dick “regory |


