WarrenReport Shortcom

Shortcomings in the publicly an-
nounced portions of the Warren
Commission report which dealt with
forensic sciences were described by
Panelists at a session of the 18th An-
nual Meeting of the American Acad-
emy of Forensic Sciences in Chicago.

- The panelists made clear that their
review of the Warren Commission re-
port on the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy was not intended to
be overly critical of its purpose and
good efforts. They sought specific as-
pects and unanswered questions where
addition of information would have
strengthened it.

- Autopsy Incomplete: From the
viewpoint of a forensic pathologist,
Cyril H. Wecht, MD, LLB, who is asso-
ciated with the Pittsburgh, Pa., cor-
oner’s office, said, “By standards
found in most good medicolegal inves-
tigative facilities, the autopsy report
would not be deemed to be a complete
one. Certain essentials are missing,
and many questions have been raised
and have gone unanswered, at least
officially, because of the absence of
such information in the official autop-
sy report and in the subsequent testi-
mony given before the Warren Com-
mission.” L _

-Among the questions which might
have been publicly revealed through
the autopsy findings, Dr. Wecht said,
were: (1) if President Kennedy had
Addison’s disease (an issue raised in
the 1960 presidential campaign ), and
(2) if the first shot which struck the
President inflicted a wound of such
“fatality” that he could not have sur-
vived.
- Lack of Information: Dr. Wecht
stressed, however, “In this particular
case, all of us are handicapped by not
having been involved in the autopsy
(with the exception of those few
Armed Services pathologists who were
called in to perform the autopsy).
Consequently, we are limited in our
evaluation to those portions of the rec-
ord that have been made public
through official sources. ]
- “The only other medical facts that
we have are those that were released
by the physicians at Parkland Me-
morial Hospital in Dallas, where Presi-
dent Kennedy was taken and treated
before being pronounced dead offi-
‘ially. Thus, we must preface any re-

studied any portion of the data gath-
ered throughout these ofherwise in-
tensive interviews for the purpose of
professional psychiatric opinion.”
Dr. Tuchler said that the Commis-
sion, “a body of outstanding attorneys,
appeared to follow that practice com-
mon to a group of intellectuals of
functioning as ‘lay’ psychiatrists.” He
emphasized that he is “reluctant to ac-
cept the evaluation of critical and of
significant witnesses interviewed by
legal or investigative personnel whose
training, however extensive, does not
qualify them for the important task
of evaluation of motivation.”
Weaknesses Cited: Attorney Jay
Schwartz, Kenosha, Wis., was critical
of a number of aspects in the handling
of the case. He said, “The government
is weak because it cannot establish a
decent chain of evidence. It is weak
because it spoke before it was ready:
It is weak because it failed to main-
tain original notes. It is weak because
all of the volumes of the report are
based on assumption which must be
taken on faith rather than fact. The
[Warren] Commission inherited all of
these weaknesses.”
Schwartz made these observations:
® “It is worth mentioning that_the Parkland

Outlined
Hospital notes are probably the only original
notes still in existence. Commander Hume
[Bethesda Naval Hospital pathologist] burned his:
original notes, Police Captain Fritz, who interro- .
gated Oswald, didn‘t ‘keep his,’ and [FBI] Agents
Hosty and Bookout as well as Secret Service men
who were present didn’t make any notes during
Oswald’s 12 hours of interrogation. One might’
have expected a stenographic report or tape
recording in such a situation, but there were"
none.” :

® “The Commission found that there w'e_i'e“
between two and six shots fired, the best guess:
of the Commission is three shots based upon the.
proposition that there were three spent cartridges:
found at the Depository [building]. It claims that.
one shot missed and one shot ran from the Presi-
dent's shoulder, through his neck, through Gov-
ernor Connolly’s back, chest, wrist and thigh.!
No witness including Dr. Hume or Gov. Connolly
believes that. Circularly then the number of shots’
is determined by belief that all the shots werei
fired by Oswald. This in turn is based on the uns
corrobogated autopsy which set forth the wounds.

of entrance and exit.” Wl

® “If, in fact, there were four shots, Oswald
could not have fired all of them. It is doubtful
that he could have hit two out of three as the
Commission contends he did. Three master marks-
men had difficulty in so doing, and there is no
credible evidence that Oswald, who had missed
a set-up on General Walker (if that testimony is
believed) could compare with them.”

® “If the body and the limousine had remafﬁe;é
in Dallas [instead of being taken to Washington,
D.C], in accordance with the faw, Dr. Hume, the
FBI and the Secret Service need not bear the ré-

sponsibility they bear.” GiU YR iilr Teaar y

marks, particularly any that may seem
to‘be critical, with the caveat that we
are not in possession of all the facts.
‘Also, we can appreciate the fact that
the pathologists who performed the
autopsy, being members of the Armed
Services, may not have been permitted
to publicly release all their findings.”
+{ “Conspiracy’ Disproved: Psychiatrist
Maier I Tuchler, MD, Phoenix, Ariz.,
pointed out that the Warren Commis-
sion report “put to rest irrational ap-
Prehension and anxiety created by the
assassination of our President at a
‘critical time in the nation’s history.”
The findings reported, Dr. Tuchler
explained, “are sufficiently detailed
{0 negate rumors of a conspiracy,”
and they point to Lee Harvey Oswald
.88,“a lone assassin.”

y"'But in his study of the past history
of Oswald as developed in the Warren
réport, Dr. Tuchler said, he was “as-
tonished to find that, of the 522 wit-
fiesses interviewed and of the -thou-
sands of reports presented to the
Commission, not one - psychiatrist
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ASSASSINATION STUDIES 1/170, /A
1+1.No suitable purpose is served by a continuing
analysis of President Kennedy’s assassination.
The Right blames the Left and the Left blames
the Right.

The important point is that the person or
persons who fired the fatal shots were extremists,
whether “rightist” or “leftist.” Let’s drop the
issue lest history equates Arnoni, Hunt, Welch,
Hargis et al as persons who “proved” the con-
spiracy theory.

Tucson, Ariz. ‘WM. S. CHICHESTER

Lt. Col., USAF (Ret.)
* - »

Your editorial, “Dallas Revisited,” a com-
‘panion piece to Vincent Salandria’s articles on
‘the assassination, expressed thoughts that have
been plaguing my own mind. I hope that you
will be able increasingly to expose the tie-up
between JFK’s assassination and the present
war-making stance of the Administration.

San Pedro, Calif. (Mrs.) GENE BIrcH
ROBERT KENNEDY’S DISSENT

Your April, 1966 issue was stimulating, in
KEZping IR TV Tsaes TIoWeVer, - the
pRotagraph, caption and ediforial matter, in-
volving the Senator, on page 4, stimulate this
office to raise a protest. Dissent certainly does
not preclude;:the common politeness of greeting
the President of the United States when he is
cncountered at a social engagement as was
the case when your photo was taken,

Washingmr;, D.C. ‘WES BARTHELMES

Press Assistant to
Senator Robert F. Kennedy




