
2 
I. F. Stone's Weekly, June 21,1965 

Murchison Lobbyist Used by State De 
In its projected hearings on the Dominican Republic, the 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee ought to look into a mys- ~ 
tery that has the correspondents who have been there puzzled: 
What happened to the agreement McGeorge Bundy had reach- 
ed in Santo Domingo with the constitutionalists? Col. Ca- 
maano, with the approval of Juan Bosch, had agreed with 
Bundy on a new government under’ Antonio Guzman, who 
was Bosch’s Minister of Agriculture. The new government 
would have operated under the democratically adopted 1963 
constitution. This settlement was blocked in Washington on 
Bundy’s return. There is talk instead of Joaquin Balaguer 
as head of a new government, though he was for 30 years 
Trujillo's faithful rubber stamp. 

Texan Multi-Millionaires 
One place to start such an inquity would be with the role 

being played in the Dominican affair by I. Irving Davidson, a” 
Washington lobbyist whose $1,000-a-month activities for the 
Somoza dictatorship in Nicaragua came to light in the1963 - investigation into lobbying by the Senate Foreign Relations 

' Committee. It turned out that Davidson is also a Washington 
representative for the Murchisons of Texas, who. have inter- 
ests in Haiti and Nicaragua. Is Davidson acting for them in 
the Dominican affair? 

Walter Pincus, the brilliant young newspaperman who dug . 
up the facts for the lobby investigation, is now employed by 

.the Washington Star. In that paper June 9 he disclosed that 
the Justice Department had asked Davidson to register as an 
agent for Joaquin Balaguer only to have Davidson claim that 
he was acting for the State Department in “contacting” Bela- 
guer! A few days earlier John M. Goshko had reported to the 
Washington Post from Santo Domingo (June 6). that “the 
exiled Balaguer has been mentioned with increasing frequency 
by State Department officials as a man who might satisfy .all 
parties.” It is hard to believe that Balaguer would satisfy 
anyone but U.S. interests which benefitted from the Trujillo 
dictatorship, the Trujillo family and the Dominican military 

partment in Dominican Talks .. . 
AFL-CIO True to Form in Latin Crisis 

In Juan Bogch’s book about his overthrow (Crisis de la Demoeracia de America en la Republica Dominicana: Mexico, 1964), he says the military coup against him was supported by Dominican trade unions the AFL-CIO favors. This anti-Bosch bias is evident in the latest Inter-American Labor Bulletin (June, 1965) issued by ORIT, the Inter-American Regional Labor Organization affiliated with the AFL-CIO. Its editor, Andrew C. Mc- Lellan, in a by-line story on the new Dominican upset shares Time Magazine’s enthusiasm for Gen. Wessin y _ Wessin, calling him “one of the few incorruptible top elements in the Dominican army.” McLlellan gives him credit for “two notable bloodless coups”, in Jan. 1962 
against Gen. Echevarria and in Sept. 1963 against 
Bosch. The editor says Wessin overthrew Bosch be- cause the latter “was unable to control the lawlessness which had enveloped the nation”! The Bulletin sup-' ports U.S. armed intervention and deplores the “doc- 
trinaire reaction” it provoked in Latin America. Bosch is criticized for favoring Communists and “hooligans.” 

who so long served the dead Benefactor. 
In the Senate, the day after the Star’s story was published, 

Senator Morse put into the Congressional Record the complete 
transcript of Davidson’s interrogation by the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee March 8, 1963. The Senate committee found that Davidson boasted to the Somozas that through his 
friendly relations with Hoffa and the Teamsters Union he 
could mobilize 12,000 workers in the 1960 presidential cam- 
Paign. Davidson said he was working to obtain the Republi- 
can nomination for Nixon and the Democratic for Lyndon 
Johnson. He added (see box below) that he had been prom- 
ised “a general house-cleaning” in the Central American sec- 
tion of the State Department to rid it of elements insuffici- 
ently anti-Communist and’ therefore unfriendly to dictators 
like the Somozas. ; 

At the time, in 1963, this sounded like the characteristically 
inflated boasting of a Washington “influence peddler” (as 
Morse termed him) especially since the slick and evasive 

camp of Lyndon Johnson. . 
Scenes. 

Why Nicaraguan Dictator’s Lobbyist Supported Johnson for the Nomination in 1960 Letter from I. Irving Davidson to His Excellency, Senor 
Luis A. Somoza, President of Nicaragua, dated July 7, 1960: 

“Dear Luis: Today I am taking off for Los Angeles, for the Democratic Convention where I will be in the active 
. . I am operating behind the _ 

So far as Nicaragua is concerned, everyone with whom I am dealing knows that I am your-registered repre- sentative, and everyone knows that much of the money I spend throughout the year is made available to me through 

of Communism in the Western Hemisphere. .. . 

you? . 

ment. 

a promise from the LBJ policy board. I would say that it would be an assumption I made from my conversations with 
many people that LBJ’s team felt like I did. about Central 

The CHAIRMAN: Did any one person make @ promise to 

Mr. DAVIDSON: No, not one person, no specific state- 

The CHAIRMAN: Then this statement is false, isn’t it? Mr. DAVIDSON: No, I didn't say any one person: I had 

your generosity. I do have a promise from the LBJ policy board that we will be given first refusal for representations 
(ambassadorial, military, et al), but more important, there 
will be a general housecleaning of the policy makers of the State Department for Central America... .” 

The CHAIRMAN (Fulbright): Did you write that letter? Mr. DAVIDSON: Yes. This letter looks familiar... . 
The CHAIRMAN: What do you mean by the active camp of Lyndon Johnson? : 
Mr. DAVIDSON: Well... I thought that Lyndon John- Son was a great liberal... and polities has been somewhat of a little hobby with me... and I wanted to do everything 

in my power that a man like Lyndon would get the Demo- cratic nomination because I knew he understood the threat 

’ America, about the communistic element ... they were going to clean house of. all these longhairs that were about on Central America. ... 
The CHAIRMAN: Did you ever discuss this with Lyndon Johnson himself? : 
Mr. DAVIDSON: I did not. . 
The CHAIRMAN: He made no such promise? 
Mr. DAVIDSON: No, he did not. But I was around enough of his aids to know that he thought like I did... we ought to have a hard policy on Communism, and these leftwingers in Central and South America, ; —Testimony before Fulbright foreign agents inquiry, re- printed in Congressional Record June 10 pps. 12657-79. 
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-.. Trujillo’s Lifelong Shadow, Balaguer, Being Suggested As New President Davidson finally admitted he had never discussed this per- Sonally with Johnson or had any such promise from his aides, 
More Than An Idle Boast? 

“TI think he was doing his best,” Morse told the Senate, “to impress Mr. Somoza with his value as a lobbyist. To what ex- tent his statements about Promises from ‘the LBJ policy board’ were true we did not go into, since in March of 1963, when the hearing was held, Mr. Johnson was not President. But today he is President. And inquiries at the State Department have been reported to me which indicate that the Department is using Mr. Davidson as their contact with Joaquin Balaguer in dickering fora new government for the Dominican Re- public.” , 
Morse said that “when the President wanted to dicker with Juan Bosch” he sent former Ambassador John Bartlow Martin, “Surely it is possible,” Morse told the Senate, “to find some- one equally reputable and free from financial involvement to dicker with Mr. Balaguer.” 
At the State Department's daily briefing next day, June 11, its press spokesman, Robert McCloskey would not comment on Morse’s criticism but admitted that Davidson had been asked by the Department to contact Balaguer. When one newspaper- man pointed out that Balaguer had an apartment in New York City and a telephone, McCloskey said it was “considered prac- tical to ask Mr. Davidson to contact him.” McCloskey said the Department knew Davidson had been in contact with Bala- guer “and could really reach him.” 
The Foreign Relations Committee ought to inquire how the Department knew Davidson had been in contact with Bala- guer. If he had contacted the Depaftment earlier on behalf of Balaguer, or if the Depaftment knew he was acting for Balaguer, then Davidson should have registered the fact under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Why did the State De- partment hasten to assure the Justice Department that David- son was acting on its behalf, not: Balaguer’s? This saved him from the need to register. It was also as good as money in the bank for a Washington lobbyist anxious to impress other clients, present or poterttial, with the extent of his influence. A year after the lobbying investigation, Davidson also figured in the Bobby Baker hearings by the Senate Rules Committee. These showed that he acted as intermediary be- tween the Murchison meat packing interests in Haiti and pur- 

Lewine was one of the Americans evacuated from Santo Domingo April 27 by the U.S, Lewine writes that the evacuation was carried out with the consent of both sides and that Political 
“As for the Movimiento del 14 de Junio which the U.S. labels ag ‘Castroite’,” Lewine declares, “it ig a left wing socialist movement” which supported Bosch. “Of course,” he continues, “it opposed the U.S, Policy to- ward Cuba, and urged a long-term policy of socializa- tion in the Dominican Republic, but its primary con- cern was the reestablishment of a functioning demoe- Tacy in the Dominican Republic as an essential pre-re. quisite for further reforms.” The movement takes its name from June 14, 1959, when it tried to overthrow Trujillo. : 

chasers in this country. Bobby Baker and his partner, Tucker, got 10 percent of the Murchison meat Packing company’s Profits up to a maximum of $30,000 in one deal. Baker also - Bot $4,000 from the purchaser of the meat in that deal. The problem was to “expedite” inspection under U.S. Department of Agriculture sanitary regulations. The Republican minority report complained that it was blocked in its efforts to. find out just what Baker did to earn these fees, 
In 1960, when Davidson claimed he tried to help Johnson get the Democratic presidential nomination, Baker was John- son’s right hand man. This was not the only deal in which Davidson figured in the Baker hearings. Baker, too, had close - felations with the Murchisons, 

Committee would perform a public service for both the Do- Mminican people and our own if they threw a spot light on this Davidson affair and headed off a new disaster. ma YP 

«. The arbitrary arrests made by the. police of the junta multiply despite the timid protests of Dr, Mora, Secretary General of the OAS. ...To take the figures admitted by the junta, there are already more than 2,000 

I forbid you to touch them.’ eae 
is repression ig accompanied by a mounting wave of 

The constant denunciation of 
Radio San Isidro takes on a 

Even the Papal Nuncio Assailed as A Red in The Witch Hunt Engulfing Dominica 

-of Mr, Johnson will not soon he included in the “Red” list 

growing violence. The explosion of blind hate is in process of attaining limits hitherto unimaginable. Thus a petition 

Apostolic Nuneio as “an agent of international commu- nism.” ; 
For the men of the junta, the term Communist cannot he very definite since they hurl it with the same furious oppro- brium equally at the Christian Social allies of the Domini- can Revolutionary Party of Bosch, the United Nations, the Dominican Catholic hierarchy for having suggested a solu- tion of moderation, and even the OAS, which is accused of partiality, At this rate, one can seriously ask if the America 

since the Junta has begun to denounce “foreign interven- tion in the Dominican Republic.” 
—Marcel Niedergang in Le Monde (Paris) May 80-81. 


