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~ Oswald in Austin

Austin

 The Observer learned that.

probably Was in Austin this fall and tried
to get his Mari

Honorable on i i

The Oswalds had been in New Orleans
last summer: on Sept. 23 Mrs. Oswald and
Mrs. Ruth Paine of Irving drove to Irving,
and Oswald left shortly thereafter. He
turned up in Mexico City, applying for
travel papers to Russia via Cuba Sept. 27.
‘He could have stopped in Austin on his
way to Mexico through Laredo. )
*Mrs. Mary Lee Dannelly, assistant chief
f the ad T t Tvision of the Selec-

dsSassination in an attempt to get his dis-
charge-timanged to Tionorable, .
* SIFT—Dammely also remembered that Os-
wald’s visit, which lasted about half an
hour, occurred on one of her paydays. She
is‘paid every other Wednesday; one of her
paydays was Sept. 25, about eight weeks
before the assassination.
/ “He had been to the governor's offic
to-see how to get his discharge corrected,”
she said. “They sent him down here be-
caiise they didn’t have any of the informag
tion that he wanted.”
“~—The regular receptionist in the gover-
nor's office and Larry Temple, Gov. Con-
nally’s administrative assistant who usual-
Iy“handles military matters for the gov-
ernor, agree that they do not recall or have

_arecord of a visit from Oswald.

““He just mentloned that he'd gone up
t6 the governor’s office to see about get-
ting his discharge changed,” Mrs. Dan-
nelly said. She also mentioned that they
had not had the forms he needed at the
governor's office. .

_"“He said he had first gotten an honol

able discharge, but it was later changed
to 'other than honorable conditions,” she
said. “They told him at the time that if
}_le‘/'lwed an upright life, he could mak

\‘I'

Tet O ID.CC’“ ves ,_71; é)

application after two years. He'd been
waiting more than two years. He said it
had caused him difficulty getting or keep-
ing a job, and it was embarassing h}g,
family.” /

Oswald was released from active duty in
the Marine Corps on Sept. 11, 1959, ac;f,

cording to the Associated Press. After he

tried to defect to Russia, the Washingtpq:’

Post has reported, he was given an un- -

desirable discharge; early in 1962 he wrote,
to Connally, then Secretary of the Navy,
bitterly protesting this.

Mrs. Dannelly is “positive” the man
who came to see her was Lee

said hie pave his name @y ~OSwald"; e gavehlsname ,
récognized him on television, e thought,

he must have given her his first two names,

in some variation, because she could not -

find a card on him in her files at the timg'.,

She has since found a routine card under,

the name, Lee Harvey Oswald.
He told her he lived in Fort Worth,
where his mother lives and he worked in

1962. He said he had registered for the
. draft in Florida; Oswald in fact registered -

in Fort Worth, but Lt. Col. Boyd Sinclair,

chief of the administrative division, says -
registrants are fxfequently confused on sucp; .

details.

"Mrs. Darinelly said she thought, ‘when

she was talking with Oswald, “ ‘Well, that's,
the ugliest man I ever saw.’ He was just
repulsive to me.” He was not discourteous,
however, and “he seemed very sincere,”
she said. ) T

She searched in a book of Navy regula;
tions for the provision which would be
controlling as to Marine discharges, but,
did not find it, and finally suggested taq,
him that the Fort Worth office of Selecs,
tive Service might have the records he,
needed. Joy gein

Two other Austin residents believe they

saw a rek's Cafe on South (On-
gress, 30 blocks from owntown arga of
ustin., Oswald could have sto] n there




while hitch-hiking to Laredo, or he might

have. had other business in the area.
Mrs. Stella Normam—wo Walted orthe

man_—a good |

was her day o

a Wednesday, which . sald
he wa$ a_persoi

wald. "It £ in bro-
ther,”’_she said.-He drank two or three cups

of coffee and stayed 30 or 40 minutes.

“He came in by hisself, He was worried
about SOMETNing. He left by hissell,” She
said. "He Jooked Tike e was warin’ Tor~
somebody, or waitin' for mm €
there, He coulda been waltin’ for someone
—I'm not sayin’ he was. . .. He was

RPN
€ was a

—
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Was Oswald deprived of his constitu-
tional rights? Obviously, when he was shot
dead, he was deprived of them and his life.
But questions have since been raised by
John Pemberton, the national chairman of
the American Civil Liberties Union, that
go to the issue, did the Dallas police deal
with him unfairly?

Four _represe ivi the Dallas chap-
ter aﬁmmo
look TATG the YURSTIoN the night of the as-
sassination. They were Greg Olds, the chair-
man of the chaptér, and thrée aw-
yers, Otto Mullinax, I.. N D_Wells_and>
Grier Haggio. They had been moved to in-
quire after Eaving received a call from
Rev. Brandoch Lovely, chairman of the
Austin A.C.L.U. chapter, that he had heard
Oswald say on TV that he was being denied
legal representation. . .

It was a test of their belief in civil liber-_
ties, Wells said; they went on down.

They were assured, by Dallas Police Chief
Jesse Curry, Justice o e Peace
Johnstg officials, that id
had__been arraigned before J. P. John--
ston at 7:30 that evening, and tha
been advised of his right to have a Tawyer
and had said he did not want one. o

Cirafles Webster, a professor of law at
S.M.U., had been in city hall making’ re-
lated inquiries before the committee bf.the
local chapter arrived, and information he
had corroborated that the committee gath-
ered. skl e
diHowever, _the A.C.L.U,:representatives

Ild"not Insist on_seeing Oswa imselr.
They Took the word of the Dallas officials,
Wells3ays that Curry has been most co-
operative with the requests of the local
chapter on behalf of the rights of prisoners.
For instance, Wells says, Curry has had
posted, where prisoners can see it, the tele-
phone number from which they can obtain
a lawyer if they wish—that of the Dallas
Criminal Bar Assn. He distributes among

prisoners’ a pamphlet telling them what
their rights are.

| {e+0b| 2
Questions On Oswa

_ face, whic!

son, she said.

nervous kinda fellow, Didn't seem like he the COUNtry, yoy know
wanfed to_talk to anybody. T lefi Rim ere who rough iy ’

alone,

“He scribbed somethin’ on two or three
napkins. He didn't leave those—he took
'em with him,” Mrs. Norman said.

A pressman at the local daily news-

pa L t he was in the
cafe the same-day and also was convince

the man was Oswald,

“I just got to lookin' at him,” Day said.
“I wouldn’t forget him. I thought he was
one of these cedar choppers come in from

Olds regrets now that he not ask to
be'let se ere_will

questi

estion, because he's dead;

[from the committee] talked to him, ™"
sazs. Tﬁat Is, Wells mean .- there wil =
ways be a question whetherDgwald was
notified of his right to coufigeliw,
proper time after his arrest, s
a time may. be—a pointi_lawyers "argue
about. . .

Oswald’'s mother, Mrg, Marguerite Os-
wald, and his wife a rather Robert were
present at the jail f the first day, and
they made no apparent.attempt to get him
a lawyer. L e -

When, at her press conference recently,
his .mother was asked What he had told her
in the jail,’she said she had started out by
expressing. ¢oncern about the bruise on his
*6fficers had said he got when
he resfsty rest in the Texas Theater and
appaief ifed to shoot the first officer
whngrhbbed him. B

*’,‘ﬁ:’* no,’ " Mrs. Oswald told the press
iéX'¥bh had said about the bruise. “‘T got
HE¥in a scuffle.’ ” :

“MWith a smile, his mother said, he told her
“then :

" ““T am just fine, I know my rights. I'm

goingTto | - oing_fo have a
good lawyer. So' don’t you worry about a

thing. TNAT"WaS 1y conversation with my

(The president of the Dallas Bar “wa
quoted widely that Oswald had told him
that he wanted John Abt, a New York law-
yer who has handled the legal defense of
communists, and that if he could not get
Abt, he wanted an A.C.L.U. lawyer. Fina,

1y bar president Lo_lis_XNEMuaLd&_
wald told him, if it Was his onl recourse,
he "Would accept a local lawyer, if one
' Mrg, Ruth Paine, at whose home Oswald’s
ife Marina and the Oswalds’ two children
were staying at the time of the assassina-
tion, said that Oswald telephoned her three

timg,s__ﬁamda&érst in the afternoon 1g

those boys out

“Seem’ like he haq a napkin in his left
hand, with a pencil, dottin’ around.pn it,
kinda scramblin’ around on jt, not payin’
much attention to what he ‘was+doin’,”
Day said. “ e

The cafe was almost ey, and the
afternoon half gone; passing the Yime, Day
recalled, he told Mrs. Norman to joke with
the man they think 3as; Oswald, and try
to draw him out; buf when she did, he
didn’t respond to hepy.; .

“I said things’[n tHe way he coulda
answered me, I\g?t no answers,” Day said.

il Liberties

give her the work and home phone num-
ers of John Abt-—she-did not know where
he had gotten them—and second in the af-
ternoon to make sure he had asked her to
place the call to Abt; then a third time
about 9:30 Saturday evening, -
casion he expressed surprise that his wife
MarIgwas Tot—tiereand_wanted  Mrs.
Paine to Convey fo her that she should be.
Mrs. Paine said she made the call to Abt
for Oswald: ~

In light of the additional fact that the:
night before, Olds and the three A.C.L.U.
lawyers had been satisfied that Oswald was
not being denied his right to a lawyer and
had been arraigned, it would seem that
whatever questions remain about Oswald’s
rights to an arraignment and a lawyer hav-
ing been observed are not major ones.

I saw the A.C.L.U. group standing behind
a row of policemen at the foot of a stair-
well Friday night as the press coursed
around a bend in the basement of city hall
on the way to a “showing” of Oswald that
raised obvious questions about publicity and
justice. T

i
5

A HUNDRED or 125 members of
the press jumbled together in the lineup
room, ‘‘Anybody got 100 feet of 16 milli-
meter for cash?” somebody asked. A man
from Time at my left observed, “First time
a presidential assassin ever went before a
press conference.” We were not lawyeis,
but we sensed that this was extraordinar,
procedure, questionable legally—ta brin
this accused man into this mob of journal
ists and submit him to questioning there
After a fairly long wait, Police Chief -
Curry said that if there was any rus‘!'x :‘e

ward Oswald when he wa~ broughﬁ;]‘ c'L) L
would be hustled out. Then offic=rs filed in, =

Oswald in handcuffs setween two of them,
Bill Alexander, first trial assistant t
Wade, told me later that he had»teen-.lack
Rub < of the city hall afte
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. meritith deny h

C :ier Rad: been with him

the assassination. (I heard, but did not 2%
certain, that Ruby was among us 1
line-up room, asking questions as thoug
he was'aireporter.)

YYOonas .

Oswald. was greet<4 by the visual pyro-
technies of flaghruibs. His left eye was still
swollen. He <1dn’t look like much, the sort
of guy ou'd pass on skid row and think
nodllNg Of. i

Very few ¢ould ‘hiear what he said. I was
about four rows Badkand could not. There

" was no amplifying_mike. It does not seem
to me he was befére s ‘for more than a
couple minutes. WHéh Bo' Byers of the
Houston Chronicle shouted, “Louder,” the
officers hustled him out. Therg¢ had been no
audible questions as far as'm
concerned. B

This had been our chance: there he stood
before us, the assassin, so we-alj:did feel;
yet no one got from him an ansWer tq_the
question, “Why?” He wouldn’t -hive sgid

anyway, but it seemed, especially later®it
seemed to be a terrible miss that none of_ us:.

ot to try.

A radio or TV man had put a mike ui
der Oswald's jaw and told me, in the crush}
at the front of the room after Oswald had|
left, that he had said he didn’t know what
it was all about. He wanted some sort of
representation, and didn't have any. As fa
as he knew, all he was charged with wa
murdering a policeman.

e young newsman, who was not re-
ferring to notes as he recounted this, said
he had replied (melodramatically, judging
from his re-creation of his own question):
“You're charged with murdering the Presi
dent.” Oswald was represented as replyin
that he didn’t know anything about that
all he knew was, a reporter asked him
question about it in the hall.

In retrospect it was even a stranger scene
than in prospect: bringing this man before
us, letting him have a private conversation
with the few people adjacent to him, hus-
tling him away before we could ask him
the hundred questions we needed to, the
thousand. : )

During the ensuing questioning of D.A.
Wade by the press, I asked if Oswald had
.a lawyer. “I don’t know ... his mother has
been here, and his brother has been here,”
Wade replied. )

Where had he gotten the bruises? some-
one asked. “There was a struggle at the
time of the arrest in the Texas Theater,”
Wade said. Oswald had snapped his gun,
but it didn't fire. (The arresting officer,
McDonald, said Oswald slapped the.gun
-agalnst the side of his head, leaving a four-
inch gash, before he was subdued.)

At some point, the four representatives
-%fr;}_‘e “10‘331 ACL.U. went on home that
re;l‘ét;ie We Ielt ac that time there was no
: [ ONsWe on Yehaif of the police depart-

: Im eounge] § it,”
ullinax said. His wxg@?d if he wanted it

i

¥

inoti:tried to. get him

i

“saills Har o

ONLY WEEKS LATER, on Dec.
5, after consultations with the Dallas chap-
ter, did the pational A.C.L.U. come forward
with Pemberton's statement on the matter.
In sum, it said that Oswald had been tried
by radio, TV, and newspapers and could not
have gotten a fair trial, and that the Dallas
police were derelict in letting Ruby shoot
Oswald.
The statement tossed off, in a muddily
worded sentence inside a paragraph muted
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in brackets, the fact that local A.C.L.U.
people had satisfied themselves that-Friday
that Oswald had been arraigned and given
the chance 10 have counsel. Pemferton said
Oswald should have had counsel from the
time of his arrest. In resentrgept that their
key report to their national office had not

been stressed, the Io ACEY et amt
r&SoIved 16 ask AC.LU. T sw 5 Supple-
meniary statement co o he Dallas

police for having been cooperative in pro-
PR kel -
tecting prisoners’ rights.

Oswald and Others: \

+Observer readers will please take this as
an“advisory merely, on the question of
Oswald’s associates, which opens into the
questioi;of whether he had accomplices,
whiclbeargon the question of conspiracy,
unnerving. 1oy everyone, but necessary to
pursue pelentlessly. R

il i B
Jack Ruby's alibi at the Dallas News is
represente: air-ti permi 0

suggestion_that he was. present in_Deale
g g ;00 (o]l K

N ———— sy .
have not been able to Tubyfrom my
mind my memory of seeing Qgwald gaze
directly-at Ruby in the city hall.bagement,
and then' turn his gaze forward,sagain,
whereupon Ruby stepped forward and:shot
im. Was Oswald's gaze caused by an:api:
mal sense of danger? Or was it, as seems

plausible, from my reactions as I watched, .

it on TV, a surprised gaze of recognition,

followed by a recovery designed to protect -

a pal or an accomplice?

was able to report fi daily news-
paper,for whic h ome Spe-
cial articles, that Oswald was overheard
to say that he had attended the Walker
rally Oct-2%and ihe Stevenson—vally UCt.
24 in Dallas, and that two Dallas women
say_they saw him leading &

mem —picketers’ signs said.

or six or so pickets before the Stevenson
meeting o0pened, although they do not re-
ook . A

Persisting Suspicions

and white 1957 or 1958 Ford. They had

driven a little way the wrong way on a
one- €et toward a sports shop where
an “Oswald” had a scope mounted on a
gun. ere did they get this car, since
Oswald did niot have one of his own 7

The gunsmith at the sports shop, Dial
Ryder, says that his records indicate the
“Oswald” for whom he did work had the
scope mounted on a rifle that had to be a
.303 British Enfield of an O3A3 Spring-
field, Army Surplus. The rifle with which
the President was killed was an Italian
gun. Was there a second rifle in Oswald’s
life, and if so, why, and where 1Is it now?

That Oswald was a Marxist seems well
established. That he was a pro-Russian
Marxist on Nov. 22 is not clearly estab-

lished. Tmmm,.____s%_ioﬁpgfﬂs_mﬂ—he
told_Samn_Ballen, 2 Republican petroleum
geologist in Dallas, that Russi “in-
creﬁifﬁ'ﬁ Eoring" . the well known facts

reflect that he had not been in Russia a

_year when he started trying to get out.

. He_allow in_his argument with our in-
- Yormant at_the A.C.L.U. meeting Sept. 25,

that"a man is freer in the U.S. than in
Russia, and he told the Pai he had._re-
serfted being ordered around there. Why,
then;:did he go to Mexico to try to get a
travel permit to Russia? Because he ex-
pected:sanctuary in Russia, after he killed
the President? Or because he wanted the
finger of blame pointed there? Yet, if he
was a double-agent, why would he take a
pot-shot af"Gen. Walker, if he did?

hese are but questions, and there are
many more. The FBL w_appears, does
not assert there were no accomplices, but

If the two ladies saw what they think they
saW, who were the €r pIC

In Irving, a lady in a furniture store
recalled that Oswald had come in, asking
about something pertaining to a gun, and
that his wife and new baby came in sub-
sequently, and that then they left in a blue

only sai ad_no evIdence ol any, and
continue to investigate. So do responsible

colleagu 'S ~§0 does

your faithful servant, -?
Anyone who knows anything/about this

h&s a duty to Distory to come forward.

“RD_

mara————




. New Orleans
.2Articles _have. appeared. recently in the

New Republic, Reporter, National Guardi--~

an, and the Texas Observer pointing out
certain contradictions in the evidence asso-
ciating Lee Harvey Oswald with President
Kennedy's death. None of these articles,
or anything else I have read, have noted
that Oswald’s actions, before and after the
crime, do not easily fit into the pattern of
either of the two traditional forms of po-
litical assassination.

One type of assassination arises out of a
omparatively well-ordered conspiracy. The
ssassins, or assassin, are associated with
an organization, often a sizable organiza-
tion, and the assassination is planned with
care and in collaboration with others. The
method may vary from a group slaying to
a single act of violence, but invariably the
assassins attempt to disguise themselves
and seek a means of escape. The French
OAS, the communists (e.g. the assassina-
tion of Trotsky), and the Black Dragon So-
ciety in Japan have all engaged in political
assassinations in this manner.

Oswald, if we presume he was guilty, di

ttempt to escape; he had a tenuous con-
nection with communism, and from certain
evidence he appears to have planned the
lassassination, though not with much care.
On the other hand Oswald, from all evi-
dence turned up and from what we know
of his personality and career, was never
part of any conspiracy. He was, quite si
ly, a loner,

e second type of political assassina)
tion, and the one most common, is an at
tental. There is no exact translation for
this German- word, but roughly speaking
it means to call attention to an injustice by
an:act of violence, frequently political as-
sassination. It is, as the anarchists put it
‘“‘propaganda of the deed.”

" The classic statement of attentat in Eng-
lish is found in Alexander Berkman’s Pris-
on Memoirs of an Anarchist. Berkman,
who attempted to shoot Henry Clay Frick
during the Homestead strike, contended!

that “murder and allentat are . . . opposfte :

’terms To remove a tyrant is an act ot Hbf

B N H T AR Y 4 St

eration, the givlng ot life an opport\mlty
.1q.an oppressed Pe?ﬂ@x.wmmw
The individual who commits attentat
makes no effort to escape; if he is killed at
the scene he has died “for a grand, a sub«
lime Cause’; if he survives then his public
prosecution allows him to proclaim the na~
ture of his act and the principles of his
ideology. Though none of the men who as-
sassinated or attempted to assassinate
American presidents were as articulate, or
probably as sane, as Berkman, all of them
were engaged in attentat. They acted indi-
vidually (Booth’s wild associates could
hardly be considered part of a well-oiled:
conspiracy, and they had no connection
with any large organization) and -openly;,
they all announced that they were acting as,
agents for a higher Cause—God (true even
of Guitea) or the People. They had, agalq
to quote. Berkman, “the conviction whlch
excludes all doubt, all regret. . ) E
%‘Myﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂmﬁ
not INSANE, as were the men who attempted
to assassinate Jackson and the Two >
velts; & Appears to have been an anomi
individuzt, TAGoUBTEAly compalsIve, which”
1i e usual personality type -associal
with other assassins guilty of attentat, Os-
wald’s “cause” might be considered his
murky form of Marxism, though there’ lx
no evidence that he ever viewed himself

as an agent of that cause other than his
abo mpt _to _hand out -Fair Play.
for ommittee leaflets ew Or«

- leans. Hi tte

lig_attempt to escape and his in-
sistence that he was innocent, that he did
ot shoot President Kennedy, is not at all

at ?:;G;‘M“_ﬂﬂce_—sxmhnum by

the —and in propagating his

cause, ve had an opportunit

intom

not gullty: X VZX/ .
The fact that ; ald was'not in the irs-

dition of the typical conspirator-assassin
or - atlentat-assassin does not of course
mean that he was necessarily innocent of
killing John F. Kennedy. It does seem to
imply, however, that if he was guilty his .

greater than any assassin in world history,
His every word would hm found its way
ons qf homes; instead he pleaded

" motivation stemmed tro;g a personal, deep-

rooted, psychological state, rather than "
from a public stance—perhaps like Dr.
Weiss, who shot Huey P. Long. Oswald
read an account of Long’s assassinatio
‘while in New Orleans in the summer g&j
1963,

y Unfortunately Ryby's ’B)JHELDREYe"ted

“the thorough_examination by psychiatrists
and psychologists that would havé accom-
panied Oswald's trial, and Oswald as a
-4nan, as.an accused assassin, will always

%remain partly an enigma. -

“Robert C. Reinders, Department of His-
tory, Tulane Unlverslty. New Orleans, -

)



et ¥ oswald Not Known,

" Immediately after the assassination of
President Kennedy, the Observer asked
William Lowery, the Dallas man who testi-
fied on the preceding Sept. 23 as an inform-
ant for the FBI in the Communist Party
" in Dallas, whether he knew Oswald.
He said he did not know him and had never
* heard of him. Lowery was in the party in
... Dallas from 1945 through Sept., 1963; Os-
. wald was in the Dallas-Fort Worth area
_after his return to Russia on and off from
.the summer of 1962 until the assassination.
- In San Antonio, during its interview
with John Stanford, Jr., whom the -US.

Fooass

i XN

T say

Justice Department says is.the executlv'é
secretary of the Texas Communist Party;
the Observer asked Stanford if he:knew
Oswald or anything about him, and‘he
replied that he did not. Stanford advanced
the theory that Oswald might have beert
acting in league with right-wing groups;
but did not have any new facts to offer
on this theme. :

Stanford said that after the assassina:
tion, a threat that he would be killed. was
phoned to a San Antonio paper, and a
police guard was placed around his house.
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