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i ‘and his” stat have. now 
© presented convincing évidence in 
‘the court trial of Clay Shaw here 

“that there was more than one: gun- 
Sprgsee eee See Dealey Plazaon 

day former Bresident afte 
acetic 

evidenc 
tradictory to the theory of a 

single @ssassin, 

- The critics say the Commis— 
“Son did this because of & be- 
“Het that national: and world sta- 

~ ELEY would be threatened if a 
_ conspiracy to kill the president 
was disclosed, particulary if. 

oftheré was a ‘conspiracy invol- 
~ ving high placed persons, 

.- The trities are now. having 
their day in court, with some of 
the. suppressed witnesses and 
evidence being revealed, There 
ire great difficulties because not 
all of the evidence is admiss- 
able, available, or sensible in a 

peers _ official seyermment ac 

“Wrought forward in the ie: ond 
"stage of this trial, the presen-__ 
tation of seat actually Ypabpetes 

> day 

ie, and most impressively 
projection of sHdes prepar- 

ed by Life magazine from the in- 
dividual movie frames, the film- 
dramatically shows the president 
‘Sluniping forward after the first 
bit from the rear and then dri- 

ven Hack against his seat by the 

Sécond and fatal hit from the. 
“front which explodes his head. 

/ Before and after the first few- 
“projections ‘of the film, testi- 
tony was heard that the moye- 
tment of the president's body was 
not caused. by any acceleration 
of «he limousine, In fact testi- 

emony-of- close eye witnesses in-— 
that for seme moments 

‘alter - ‘the fata! shot the Ifmou- 
sine came to almost a.total halt 
‘because the casi motoreyele ins 

‘sion, | only: 
from the back, admitted that he 
‘had not taken into account the 
backward movement of the pre- 

»sident's body after the second hit 
in coming to His 
“Dr, John M, Nichols; a pro- 
fessor of forensic pathology at 
the University of Kansas, a mari 
who has supervised and attended 
thousands of autopsies ‘and con 
ducted tens Of thousands of ex- 
aminations of, medical evidence, 

hot ¢ated to testify before the. 
“Warren ORS Oy = eimnoorn 

: te timony ofthe 
film and the pathologist, Mary 

- Moorman,Mr, and Mrs, Phil — 
‘Willis, anda Mr, and Mrs, New- 

Sion as park of Tae exhibi its, La 
others, including 

whose alive 
was known to far tie ganoion, 

_ immediately after the assassi 

: c 

1967. published — a eee 2 
analysis ¢ of one of the Moorman 

This photograph Seems to show a. 
man with a rifle-like object in 
hor bushes at the Sete Ph 

that it Sea eee of 
Some_of the photographs to the 
jury_which may indicate that the 
pioneering analysis of Ray Mar- 
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could hear of blood, Therefore, 
he “only could talk of splotches 
and testify that he had cleaned 
his. motorcycle before the mo- 
toreade began,” 

The Warren Commission how- 
ever, permitted all sorts of pri- 
vate and unexpert opinions by 
witnesses, There was no oppor- 
tunity for a competent attorney 
not on the staff of the commis- 
sion to raise objections as tothe 
validity of testimony, to cross 
examine, and to explore unde- 
veloped areas, Just as itwas su- 
per easy to “convict” Oswald as 
the sole assassin given the ab- 
senee of the traditional safe- 
quards which normally work for 
the benefit of the defendant, it is 
super hard for the prosecution 
in New Orleans now to present 
the strict proof needed for-Clay 
Shaw’s conspiracy conviction, 
This, of course, brings us to. the 
issue that last week’s Free Press 
article on the Clay _Shaw_case 
began to 
blow_ the Warren Commission 
Report to bits by presenting the 
evidence about the multiple as- 
sassins at Dealey Plaza which the 
commission n chose | to sweep un. 
der the rug, but still not_ link 
Clay Shaw to] Dealey Plaza ex- 
cept through circumstantial ev- 
idence which might or might not 
move the jury to a conviction, 
‘When last week's Free Press 

‘coverage of the Shaw trial ap- 
peared, there already was strong 
\eredible testimony by the five 
‘Witnesses from Clinton, La. who 
had seen Clay Shaw, Lee Har- 
{vey Oswald and David Ferrie to- 
\gether, Shaw denies having known 
Ferrie or Oswald, 

Last week there was also tes- 
timony by a former narcotics 

addict of a transfer of what 
seemed to be money between two 
men, one of whom he identified 
from a photograph as Oswald and 
the other in the courtroom as 
Shaw. 

Most important was the testi- 

\ tory _of filing large sui’ 
\cause fie alleges many people 

_mony of Perry Russo who said 
that he was present at a party 
in Sept, 1963 at David Ferrie’s 
house where Ferrie, Oswald and 
a man named Clem Bertrand dis- 
cussed how to kill the president 
through triangulated crossfire 
and have the conspirators escape 
prosecution through the estab- 
lishment of alibis and the use of 
a “patsy” who would be caught 
and/or killed, Russo identified 
Shaw in court as the man he 
knew as Bertrand, 

‘Then there was the testimony, 

that he observed a similar con- 
versation between Shaw and Fer- 

/of Charles Spiesel who ar oon | 

rie at a June 1963 party, Spie. Spie- | 
sel was a believable witness un- | 
til crosS—examination revealed | 
that he hada very peculiar ! his? 

are_trying to “hypnotize _him, 
Spiesel’s credibility will be 

strengthened in court in the next 
few day: 
that the holisé Spiesel identified 
as the location for ‘the June party 
was_actually owned by Shaw in. 
1963 and has_a common back 
yard with Shaw's residence, 

; week, the prosecution 
led more details to the Clay 
iw story. Two postal_employ- 
revealed that Shaw was re- 

atafriend's 

use where mail for a Clem 
; Bertrand’ was also being receiy- 

ed, Former FBI afent, Regis 
Kennedy, testified that ‘several 
days after the assassination he 
and other bureau agents were 
looking for a Clay Bertrand be- 

which Oswald had connections bi 
which~the~ Warren. -Commissioi 
didnot investigate, 

Reliable sources haye told me 
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/cause of information received 
that Bertrand had tried to en- 
gage a lawyer for Oswald after 

his arrest, 
yThis part of the court pro- 
geedings were very dramatic be- 
pause former agent Kennedy 
‘came to court with US attorney 
‘Harry Connick as his babysitter, 
and strict instructions as to what « 
he could and could not discuss 

(in court, 
It took a long recess and an 

emergency call to the attorney 
general in Washington, D.C, be- 
fore Kennedy could complete his 

government liasons_with anti- 
Castro_Cuban groups at 544 Camp 
St, in_New Orleans, groups with 

+ me ave




