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By MICHAEL WOODRUFF 

James Earl Ray, held in. Memphis, Tenn., as the accused assassin of the 
Rey. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. last April 4, says he was framed, 

Ray, whose trial is scheduled for November 12; says he™wasn’t even in 
Memphis when Dr. King was shot to death — that his fingerprints were planted 
on the murder rifle before the shooting. He said it must have been done by some- 
one who knew him and wanted to cover the-trail of the real killer. -— 

/ Dr. King was slain by: 
‘militant plotters among 
his own civil rights fol- 
lowers, Ray told Shelby 
‘County authorities in 

EXCLUSIVE 
\Memphis. 

In a report that was 
obtained exclusively by 
The ENQUIRER, | the 
questions and answers 
went this way: 

Q. Were you in Mem- 
phis during the assassin- 
ation of Martin Luther 
King Jr.? A. No, I left the 
day before and rode to 

riend. 

Q. Did you ever 
own the white Mus- 
tang in which po- 
lice say you fled 
Memphis on_ the 
night of the King 
murder? A, No. 

Q. Whom did you 
come to Memphis 
with — and when? 
A. I came to Mem- 
phis about a week 

friend. _... with a 

it 

ing. I am_not going to. say 
who_I came with. 

Q. You didn’t kill King? 
A, No. I had enough heat 
oh me from the prison 
break. I sure wouldn’t have 
pht more heat on myself by 

ling someone. (Editor’s 
note: Ray escaped in April 
1967, from Missouri State 
Penitentiary, where he was 
serving 20 years for robbing 
a market in 1959. He has 
spent 14 of his 40 years be- 
hind bars.) 

Q. Did you and your 
group (Editor’s note: His 
partners in crime) ever dis- 
cuss King’s activities? A. 
No, All we talked about was 
how I could flee the country 
and avoid being captured 
by Missouri authorities. (He 
was arrested in London last 
June.) 

Q. Do you have any idea 
who killed King? A. Yes. I 
believe the murder was 
committed by a group of 
conspirators within King’s 
own civil rights movement 

before the shoot- ~~~~-~-~- 

DOCTORED EVIDENCE?: Ray claims his finger- 
prints were planted on murder gun, shown here 
being carefully packed into case by police officer 
shortly after the shooting. -



who killed him because 
they disagreed with his non- 
violent tactics. 
Q. You and your attorney 
(Arthur J. Hanes Sr., for- 
mer mayor of Birmingham, 
Ala.) disagree on this 
theory, don’t you? A. Yes, 
Mr. Hanes believes the 
murder was executed by a 
giant communist conspir- 
acy. 

Q. How .do_you_account 
for your fingerprints being on the mur- 
der weapon? A, They. were planted on 
the rifle by someone. before. the-shoot- 
ing. 

Q. Who .planted them -there? A, I 
ave a good idea but.I_am_not saying 
t this time. 
Q. Did you ever own a rifle similar 
the one found at the scene of the 

In an exclusive news beat, a team of ENQUIRER reporters has obtained a 
report of conversations between James Earl Ray, awaiting trial as the ac- 
cused killer of the Rey. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Shelby County au- 
thorities in Memphis, Tenn. 

Here, in his own words, Ray tells of his whereabouts the day of the mur- 
den, why he fled the country to London and his belief about who killed Dr, 
King. He insists he is innocent and was framed by the real killers. 
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slaying? A. No. 
Q. Where did-you get the money to 

live on and travel about the country? 
A. As you know,-I’m no saint. Let’s 
just say I managed. to get by. 

Q. Did anyone in--your-group. give 
you money? A, Yes, We -all -worked 
together and helped one: another. 

Q. Why did you use the names Eric 

starvo Galt and Ro- 

‘man George Sneyd? 

A. They were, sug- 

ested by .some..of 

pcs friends who had 

used the names 
themselves from 
time to time. 

Q. Do you hate 
‘Negroes? A. No, but 
I don’t want to live 

with them. 
Q. What did you 

think of Martin 

Luther King? A. I 

have never really 

given this any 

thought. He wasn’t 

that important to 

me. . 
; Q. Do you believe 
anyone in your 

group was connected with the 
(King assassination? A, They 
‘Would have had to be for me to 

ave been framed like I was. 
Ray is held under maximum 

security in Shelby County Jai 
in Memphis, where a block of 
four cells on the third floor was 
vacated and strengthened for his 
imprisonment. He is under 24- 
hour watch by guards in the cor- 
ridor and by closed circuit tele- 
vision. 

Lights shine in his quarters 
day and night. 

Steel plates were attached to 
the windows in his area, re- 
quiring installation of air con- 
ditioning for ventilation, 
Sandbags are piled around his 

cell and in the corridor as a pre- 
caution against attack with an explo- 
sive by someone who might slip by 
the guards. 

Officials are determined to safe- 
guard Ray from fanatics who might 
kill him and prevent his being brought 
to trial. 
Ray eats the same foodas—other 

prisoners. It is delivered to him in a 



box and guards watch as he uses 
knife and fork. 

The guards carry no firearms, only 
a Mace-type spray. 

For recreation Ray gets Magazines 
and books. He plays cards and dom- 
inoes through the cell bars with 
guards. 
The stakes in the games are match- 

sticks. 
There is a tele- 

vision set at one 
end of the corridor 
for the guards an 
Ray can see j 
from his cell, 

Ray is a nea 
dresser in prison 
fatigues, and he 
keeps his hair 
combed and shaves 
regularly. 

Ray has been out 
of the cell only 

# twice since he was 
flown from London 

@ last July 19, 
Once was for his 

court arraignment 
on July 22. 
The second time 

was on September 
30 when he asked 
for a court order to 

q velax the security, 
# especially the burn- 

ing of lights at 
night. 
Judge W. Pres- 

ton Battle denied 
the request, recom- 
mending that Ray 

~ get a black mask to 
ARTHUR HANES cover his eyes if he 

Ray's defense lawyer ia trouble sleep- 
Ray's only visitors have been law- 

yers._ 
His attorney, Hanes, said: “Jamds 

Earl Ray has fallen victim to a giant 
conspiracy.”


