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"A young man approximating Oswald's description and us- 

ing Oswald's name - we believe we have discovered his {-| 
dentity - engaged in a variety of activities designed to cre- 
ate such a strong impression of Oswald's instability and cul- 
pability in people's minds that they would tecalishim as a 
suspicious character after the President was mm a” 
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" mission, a book which he had not yet read, by the way, 

I had been in close/asoclation with Lee Harvey!Oiwald 
(whom I had known in the /service for three months) iz " 
Orleans in 1963, And: While 1 did not cling to 
picions rigidly, 1 did om em over and over in 
changing perspecti ‘Them as the days’ passed, 

led to go and co-operate ful 
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lat Bie man who claimed to have been 
glass was inebriated when it is supposed 

1 and that there is considerable scepticism 
both on the New Orleans police force and on Garrison's staff 
that he didn't just put his elbow through i,t came to 
wonder why I should risk life and limb lending moral sanct- 
fon, even indirectly, to people like. Weisberg. ee 

Meanwhile, though, -there-Wi a different 
influence on myon ny 
Garrison, I'd; 

"poetic justice" because in 1964 I wrote a book on Oswald 
that failed to challenge the conclusions of the Warren Com 

Opinions I happened to respect, did not share my distrust. of 
Garrison ~ in fact, until I was arrested for perjury, they 
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Moreover, most of those friends of mine whose politicaly 



among his admirers, (Continued from Page 1) 

-So I went to New Orleans feeling that if Mr, Garrison 
=was sincere and that if he was not simply criminally in- 
competent, the explanation for his press-conference attack 
on me must - if I was not being framed by whoever REALLY 
Committed the assassination - lie after all in that, by re- 
fusing to co-operate with him voluntarily, I'd challenged 
his ego to a duel of some kind, I now feit the thing to 
do was to get on his tip with him, his adrenalin bummer, 
and gently and tactfully help him down out of his paranoid 

hang-ups about me = just as 1 had been helped out of mine 
about him, 
When I was there did everything I could to avoid a clash 

of egos, 1 made excuse after excuse for Mr. Garrison, 1 
explained to his investigators how I understood that they 
‘ight be suspicious of me, and whenever they claimed to 
have wimesses to ficticious happenings, I made every at- 
tempt to offer suggestions as to how and why such wimesses 
might be mistaken through no fault of theirs OR mine, In 
order to prove to them my good will in this matter, I made 
repeated offers to submit to lie detector tests, questionings 
under truth serum, and examination under hypnosis, I fur- 
ther pointed out many lines of investigation by which they 
could prove to therselves the truth of my assertions on rel- 
evant matters, On top of all this, I made what I thought 
«was the most creative and constructive suggestion of going 
out and rounding up everyone still in the Quarter who'd as- 
sociated with me during the critical time period cf Sep- 
tember 1963, inviting them to attend a brain-storming ses- 
sion in Garrison's office in front of Garrison's eyes, in or- 
der that these many dozens of individuals and I - plus any- 
one: Mr, Garrison might want to throw in - could endeavor 
to reconstruct my. activities on a day-to-day, hour-by-hour 

basis, (Mr, Sciambria, who has apparently. been assigned to 
my investigation and who acted as a go-between between 
me and The Greatest Man In America Today, told me that 
Garrison was not interested in accepting this particular offer 
“because he thinks you are lying or holding something back, 
or something.) I also offered, in answer to a question by 
Mr, Sciambra, to stay in New Orleans indefinitely, at the 
five-dollar-per-day expenses provided by law, in order to 
co-operate in whatever way was desired in further examin- 
ation and investigation of my case. Not a single offer 

I made or agreed to was accepted, 
__ Now as I've indicated I don't regard paranoia as necess- 
arily a manifestation of insanity in the particular State so- 
ciety in which we all live, and from what Mr. Sciambra 
and other of Garrison's men told me, there seemed to be 
any number of what Big Jim would out of the corner of his 
mouth call “interesting coincidences” linking me with his 
conspiracy theory, (As it turned out, many of these - in- 
cluding the one which most blew my mind because it seem- 
ed most incriminating - fell apart under independent re- 
search later,) But just how do you confront absolutely rigid 
Total Paranoia? 

There would be no point in even attempting here to cov- 
er all the bizarre details of my direct dealings with Garris- 
on’s crew in February of this year, but I want it on the 

record that I came away almost certain that no deliberate 
Second Cover-up was being fabricated by the New Orleans 

District Attorney and his suff. 

Jim Garrison radiates the vibrations of a sincere man who, 
wha: reservations one may have about his abilides to 
do tg, genuinely interested in solving the Kennedy 
assassination, Further, the hysteria which prevails among 
his workers would, if faked, certainly rate at least an Acad- 

emy AWwar m fop of which it is only fa to add that 
while Mr, Garrison is indeed a powerful Louisiana DA with 
a somewhat dubious record from the standpoint of the arch 
civil libertarian, he is neither a machine politician nor the 
sort of man known for accepting bribes, 

On the other hand - even though he claims to be a pA 
whose sympathies are always on the side of the individual 
against the State, he does not for reasons of conscience 
which ought logically to extend from such feelings, appear 

to be on the verge of renouncing his pol! tical career or even 
of resigning his commission in the National Guard. still, 
as he is quick to point out, there are certainly no obvious 
or immediately foreseeable political advantages in the course 

he 1S following, 
One formerly pro-Garrison Commission critic is now of 

the opinion that Mr, Garrison’s actions can be explained by 
giving him credit for an unusual amount of stupidity com- 
bined with an ailing ego which finds nourishment eaming 
the dubious admiration of the more reckless and less respon- 

sible members of the critical community, "On the other 
hand," this individual remarked to a formerly pro-Garrison 
teporter over the phone recently, "maybe he’s just nuts, “ 
The reporter said that in the past he had himself been re- 
luctant to consider this because it seemed just to simple. 
"..,but I must admit it's a hypothesis which accounts for 
all the known facts, " 

That there are unknown facts, which cannot be revealed 
until Clay Shaw goes on trial, is something of which the 
Goosestepping Garrisonites have made much - certainly too 
much when, like Elliot Mintz, they have asserted (without 
themselves knowing) that Mort Sahl in his capacity as one 
of Garrison's investigators KNOWS who committed the Ken- 
hedy assassination, etc, Once upon a time there prevailed 
in the Great American Underground the civil libertarian pre- 
mise of innocence until guilt was proven, Today these who 
stand by this principle of old are accused of, yes, PRE- 
JUDGING GARRISON!!! Apparently Anglo-Saxon law ap- 
plies to those accused of lesser crimes than Presidential as- 
sassination, with Roman Law coming into operation for ac- 
cused conspirators and known rightwingers. How this court- 
room cheering section is able to distinguish itself from the 
mob outside the Texas Theatre in Dallas might make a 
good theme for a masters thesis on the psychological roots 
of American fascism, 

The best argument I haye heard for the theory that Gar- 
tison is both sincere AND right - in spite of screwball “cork- 
screw codes” and post-office~box paranoia - is that after so 
much floundering around he could not possibly have failed 

to uncover something somewhere, Personally I wonder if 

he didn't have thit same optimistic ace-up-the-sleeve hope 
in mind when, one year and a half-dozen theories ago, he announced having "solved" the assassination, What this as- sumes, however, is some measure of competence on the 
part of a criminal investigator who has, in my own exper- 
ience, so far only succeeded in making Fearless Fosdick 
look like Sherlock Holmes, 

A man who “never discusses his cases with anyone,” Jim 
Garrison let it become an open secret in the critical com- 
munity shortly after my arrest that he was toying with the 
possibility that I might be the Second Oswald, 

This should not have come to me as the surprise it did, 
1 was misied, I guess, by Mir, Garrison's comments on the 
Second Oswald in the Playboy interview, as these did not 
apply to me, Further, I reasoned that - contrary to all ap- 
pearances-some kind of gesture toward an investigation 
aimed at finding out the facts (instead of persuading po- 
tential witnesses of my guilt) had been made or was being 
made, 

But I should have realized that on the last day of my 
forced participation in the Battle of New Orleans, Assistant 
District Attorney Jim Aleock's joking about there being a 
slight physical resemblance between me and Lee Oswald, 
to which I readily responded in good humor, was not sim- 
ply idle, friendly charer, 



THE GENTLEMAN ABOVE IS KERRY THORNLEY,,,.LOOK MUCH LIKE A DOUBLE OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD TO YOU? 

1 must admit, though, he did make it rather pointed - fin- dering when they were going to handcuff me and escort me 
ally coming right out and saying, with a grin, “Maybeyou're through the basement of the police building 
the Second Oswald,” What are Garrison's motivations? Why 

"| FEEL like the Second Oswald,” I snapped back. won- Garrison? 

don't you ask Mr, 


