at Southland rally to defend Bradley

PAUL EBERLE

“The Devil .., Communism -
enemies of The Cross,, ” these
are the forces behind Jim Garri-
son and his indictment of Eugene
Bradley, according to Dr, Carl
McIntire, who addressed a “Gene
Bradley Defense Fund Rally” Sat-
urday night at the Pasadena Civic
Auditorium,

Bradley also addressed the au-
dience briefly after MeIntire fin-
ished, During the course of the
evening a photographer taking
pictures for the Free Press was
attacked andbeaten as he was try-
ing to leave the auditorium,

Dr, Melntire’s #20th Century
Reformation Ilour” is broadeast
over approximately 600 radio sta-
tions across the United States,
Bradley, whowas recently indict-
ed by Garrison for conspiracy to
murder President Kennedy, is
employed by Melntire and the
“Reformation Hour?

the organist was Playing softly,
Religious music, but with a mili-
tant beat, The audience was less
than capacity: about a thousand
people, They were mostly over
fifty, a study in gray, composed
of withered old ladies and oafish
old men, sparse remnants of a
generation now nearly extinct,

There were also a few younger
couples in their thirties and for-
ties, dressed in drab Sunday
clothes, And interspersed among
the others, you could see them,
every tenth or twelfth seat: the
zealots, Faces with stark eyes
that bulged with outrage and latent
violence,

A young music director from
Some Baptist chureh came to the
lectern and announced the hymn
tobe sung: “Onward Christian Sol-
diers, marching as toWar , , 2 0On
hearing this, anancient lady inthe
front row shrieked, presumably
with pleasure, The young man
sang in a stentorian baritone,
waving his arms with the zeal of
one about to storm the enemy’s
barricades, All around us, little
Old women sang in that thin ob-
sequious whine that is peculiar to
little old ehurch ladies,

“.. with the Cross of Jesus,
going on before ,,.”

Then, after several hymns and
a prayer, the master of ceremon-
ies, Dr, Bob Wells, Baptist min-

ister from Anahelm, spoke, He

_had been seated behind the speak-

er's podium, an obese manwhose
angry, belligerent face seemed
fixed in an expressicn of perpe-
tual loathing and scorn,

He stated the purpose of the
rally: &, ., to help our good friend
charged - with this despicable
charge .., we've worked together
and we've had good fellowship to-
gether, and so when I heard about
this, T knew instinetively that this
man was not guilty .. ” He spoke
of this <, attack from forces
that are evil..? and of the need
for a Gene Bradley defense fund,

Then, after a lengthy introduc-
tion, Dr. Mcintire addressed the
audience,

He starts out softly, but heisa
bible-banging, shouting, evangel-
ical preacher in the old tradition,
He is a econsummate performer
Wwho uses the full range of voice
and gesticulation to arouse his
listeners,

He tells them *God is our de-
fense” Nasal voices eall out sul-
lenly, “Yeah!” “Amen|” He tells
them the attack on Gene Bradley
is part of a concerted attack on
his (MelIntire’s) broadecasts, He
said that Bradley was working for
the “20th Century Reformation .
Hour” on Nov, 22, 1963, and de-
scribed Bradley’s itinerary on
that day, He smiled mischievous-
ly and chortled as heboasted that
he had proof that Bradley had been




in the presence of “Christian
people” all day on that day,

He also stated, as proof of
Bradley’s good character, that the
City of Burbank had refused to
accept his resignation from the
auxiliary police forece,

One cannot but admire such an
accomplished performer; one
moment his voice drops toanear-
whisper, then, suddenly, mounts
40 a rasping, ear-splitting cres-
cendo, as he roars, “We are the
forces that believe in The Bible!”
(Pronounced Bahble,) Suddenly,
he turns to one side, shaking his
fist at an invisible adversary, as
he shouts and rails; then again,
he is simpering, chortling, whis-
pering, with the mischievous,
confidential, puckish smile,

The audience laughed cbedient-
1y as he softly ridiculed the charge
that Bradley was involved in the
assassination plot, With intense-
ly sarcastic tone, he ridiculed
Garrison’s allegation that Oswald
was not a Communist, but aright-
winger working for the CIA,

“It is the same accusation” he

| shouted, “that came out of Mos-

cow , .. that the whole Commun-
ist world has been feeding him
and feeding him and feeding him!”

MecIntire mapped out the history
of his evangelical career like
Some perverse epie pcem:

“We saw the situation in this
country and we saw the great net-
works giving iree time tothe Na-
tional Council of Churches. And
during the First World War and
the Second World War, we had
the Fosdicks and the Sackmans
Preaching to us, and they were
nothing more thanSocialists! And
Pacifists! That's the diet we get!
Oh, iFs sad!

“And then the dear Lord gave us
the idea that maybe you could get
on the little independent radio
stations and go to talkin’, That
was a door where this thing could
be opened, God gave that idea to
us! I went to a radio station there
in Philadelphia ... I said, ‘Sir,
will you sell me some time? [
want thirty minutes in the early
morning. Can you get it for me?”
He says, ‘What're ya gonna do with
it?" And I said, ‘Ym a gonna talk,
And he sayd, ‘Whatre ya gonna
talk about?” and I says ‘Every-
thing that comes along! He says,
‘Ya can*. Nobody will listen for
more than five minutes of talk’
and I said, ‘Well you sell me the
time and I'll see what I can do’”

“Well, he sold me thetime, and
we called it *Twentieth Century
Reformation Hour” and we began

to get up and read quotations and
name names| And that was some-
thing new to radio, and, heloved,
God blessed it! God blessed it!

- And we got into Washington, and

we got up to ,,, Remember the
day we got up to 200 radio sta-
tions? And the way this thing has
moved across the country, and we
have gotten into the hearts and

- the homes of God’s people all

over this nation, And they're still
backing us,

“And then we got into the Com-
munist menace of our day, the one
great evil that seeks to destroy
this republic, COMMUNISM]
(Now, he whispers,) It ought to be
the church of Jesus Christ! (Ap-
plause, amens,)

“Then you remember in 1961,
the Reuther brothers, Walter and
his brother filed a memorandum
with Bobby Kennedy, It's the Reu-
ther memorandum, that laid the
pattern, beloved, Andthe Reuther
brothers said you could do it
through the IRS| Go after these
men on the income ‘tax level and
that affects their finances, And,
second, go after these men
through the Federal Communica-
tions Commission,

“Our broadcast has been the
victim of both approaches, They
did it on IRS, They examined us
upstairs, downstairs, everything
we had! They got my personal bank
account and made us explain ev-
ery single deposit. Andthank God
every single deposit was capable
of being explained, AndIRS, after
that most searching examination,
they went after Amen Charlie,
they went after my son and my
daughters, they went after every-
thing that was related to me,
They did it! And I'm here to tell
you! And Bobby Kennedy thought
they were goin’ to dig up some-
thing on Dr, McIntire, But, thank
God they didnt find anything
against us, and we still have our
tax exemption today, because I
have the Bible,

“Then, beloved, we found the
FCC, And what was it? Prejudicel
Prejudice! In the FCC. And law-
yers serving stations being told,
‘Yow'll get your application (for
license) processed more quickly
if you’ll just not carry McIntire's
program,.

“And then came the great mo-
ment when the station in Chester,
Pennsylvania, WBCH, put me off
the air! That was my first sta-
tion! And the lawyers for that sta-
tion told the owner itwouldbe for
his good and for the betterment
of his situation to discontinue Dr,
Melntire’s program, And he did,
And when that happened, there

wasn't a single real station in the
Philadelphia area that would take
the 20th Century Reformation
Hour on at alnt

“One day a gentleman came to
me and said, ‘Dr. Mclntire, radio
station WXUR over in Reading is
for sale! 1 says, Tt is? He says,
‘Yes, it’s for sale] I says, ‘Don't
tell anybody.

“And that man—his nameis Mr,
Norris—and I sat down and we
got busy and tried to see if we
couldnt find some businessmen
in the Philadelphia area who would
buy that station, with a view to
putting such programs as Dr, Mc-
Intire’s on the air, so the public
could at least hear some view-
points that were being suppress-
ed in our area, We couldn® get
enough, The station was for sale
for $400,000.

When that was not successful,
the idea eame that perhaps Faith
Theological Seminary could buy
the radio station’s stock. And I'm
pleased to tell you that the board
of the seminary has property
there, mortgage-free and all be-
ing paid off with the gifts of God’s
Ppeople, Magnificent property, A
bank took the mortgage of $400,-
000 and the stock waspurchased,

“Then the FCC had to approve
of the  transfer of thelicense, And
the words went to Washington that
Faith Seminary was purchasing
the station, And out from under
cover came all the forces that
were working against us, We knew
who they were. The Council of
Churches, the NAACP, the ADL,
the AFL-CIO, the liberal Roman
Catholie, the liberal protestant,
the liberal Jew, the liberal Ne-
gro, the liberal Laborer,

“Those groups have been work-
ing hand-in-glove on this country
for years, And they came out
from under cover and went down
to Washington and said, ‘Dont
transfer, don't approve that trans-
fer of licenses, becauseifyou do,
the station will be in the control
of Dr, McIntire?

“But the FCC, beloved, had no
basis for turning it down, sothey
granted it with the understanding
that the station would keep the
fairness doctrine, Waell, that's the
requirement now that they're
making of every station, And so
the station agreed it would keep
the fairness doctrine,

“When the license came up for
renewal, a vear and a half ago,
here they came| The same group,
‘Don’t renew the license!” Andthe
anti-defamation league was al-
leging that the stationand Dr. Me-
Intire’s broadcast was anti-se-




that daynoon-of the assassina-
tion, And he also made the state-
ment that I had never been in-
vestigated by the Warren Com-
mission, This man makes State-
ments that you ean’ believe!

FP: I think he said that you hadn’t
testified before the commission,
not that you hadn been investi-
gated ... '

g

HALL: Well, yeah—T never was
called before the Commission,
but T was still investigated by the
Warren Commission,

FP: And so you think that it’s a
case of mistaken iden tity probably
based on this picture?

HALL: Idon't know! I'm complete-
ly at a loss on the thing!

(Continued on Page 10)
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mitic, and anti-Negro and anti-
Catholic, That's what they throw in,

We requested a hearing, They
granted that hearing, and in addi-
tion to the questions which they
had raised, the FCC itselfraised
the question whether it was in the
public interest for the radio sta-
tion tocarry these sectarian reli-
gious programs, and to raise
funds from the public for their
sSupport! Now that has never been
raised before by the FCC and it
was a direct thrust at our pro-
gram, and at these great collec-
tions that we have been taking by
means of radio,

“Beloved, that hearing came
and was In session for nine weeks,
You should see it, Here’s a man
Sits up there representin’ the
commission, - paid by the FCC,
And over here's abevyof lawyers
paid by the FCC, Over here right
| by them are the lawyers repre-

Senung e Catnoltle Cnuren,

“And over here was our lawyer
—we started out with two, but
they ware too expensive so we
ended up with one, But he's the
former chief counsel of the Fcc,
(Laughter)

“And there’s never been ahear-
ing like it in the history of the
FCC. And they searched every
record—they put everybody con-
nected with the station on the
stand, tryin’ to find some basis
that they could claim the station
hadn’ been payin’ the stocks or
hadnt given People who had been
attacked personally an opportun-
ity to reply,

“They had fished and fished and
fished, Well, ladies and gentle-
men, they called me! Imagine
their lawyer calling me to be
their Wwitness, so they ecan get
somethin’ out a’ me that will help
them so they can take the license
away! I can tell ya now they call-
ed the wrong fella, Those poor
I'CC lawyers dont know enough
about religion to ask the right
qQuestions” (Laughter)

Melntire ended his Speech with
the warning that «, I plan to go
across this country and we gonna
stop this communist menace|”

Then he opened the floor for
questions from the audience,

One man asked, “Are you going
to sue Garrison?”

Mcintire twinkled, secretively
and said, “I'm not gonna answer
that question”

A very very old man asked why
people couldn’t do more for J. esus,
and talked interminably about all
he had done for the «20th Century
Reformation Hour” On and on he
talked, )

The obese Baptist Minister
from Anaheim, seated behind Me-
Intire, growled, “Hey Mclntire,
shut him up, We don* need him
tonight?

Then a young man stood and
asked, “What wouldbe the harm in
letting Bradley go to Louisiana
and answer the questions of the
grand jury?”

“A great deal of harm!” Meln-
tire bristled, This is where Mr,
Bradley lives, To take him 'way
down there would cost money! It
is in the interest of justice that

our good governor refuse to ex-
tradite him2»

“But} the young man asked, @if
You have the proof you say you
have, and if Bradley is innocent,
8s you say he is, then wouldn’ it
be better to have him go down and
answer the questions and clear it
up once and for all?*

“No McIntire snapped, “That's
what the Communists are advo-
cating?

Another man asked, *“Wouldn't
it be kinda funny for Earl War-
ren to frame a Communist, with
his own left wing record?”

“Good question? Melntire re-
plied, “The evidence was so con-
clusive that Oswald did it, that
they had to say he was there but
they separated him from the other
Communists in the conspiracy and
let them go? -

Then, Eugene Bradley spoke
briefly, He is a thin, angular,
pink-faced man with nordic fea-
tures, Straight blond hair combed
straight back, Sleepy_-eyed and



Dr. Carl Mclntire:

‘It is in the interest of justice that our good
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soft-spoken, he looks like a seedy
basketball coach,

“l want all of you to think how
you would feel” he said, “ifthere
was a knock on your door and you
were told that you had conspired
to assassinate the President”® He
said it was time to %, ,, wake up
those sleepyheads who are com-
placent about freedom in this
country”

He told how his son had an-
swered the first telephona call
from the New York Times, and had
thought it was a crankcall, Then,
the reporters from many publica-

tions,

“It was a shock, It didn* scare
me, I knew I had nothing to hide,
I knew that God would take care
of mey?

He told of the lie detector test
he had taken, and said that«, , .
the government should begin in-
vestigating those who supplied
them with information on me—
not me, Mr, Garrison should be
investigated? he said,

“Remember” he concluded,
“you might be next?

Then, Melntire began taking
his “offering” for the defense
fund, At this point I decided to
leave, However I wonderedhow to
get out with my conspicuous tape
recorder and writing pad and
long hair without being hassled,
I was in the very front row of
the auditorium,

The bad vibrations in this place
had become really oppressive and
I decided to just get upandleave,
As T walked down the aisle, Mc-
Intire began to make snarling,
caustic remarks about the young
fellow with the tape recorder,
Several men sitting on the aisle
stuck out legs to trip me as I
walked but none rose toattack me,
In a moment I was outside in the
fresh air,

The ng I remember most
in these people’s faces is the
sullen, latent violence, ready to
uncoil itself at any moment,

And we might as well face it:
this is America—or at least a
substantial portion of it, The val-
ues of the right wing are values
that a great many Americanpeo-

ple accept and support, The right
wing is very much alive; and we
dor’t know very much about it,

And what McIntire has to say
about the FCC is not entirely with-
out substance. Unfortunately, the .
FCC has often been more in the
business of censorshipthaninthe
business of providing informa-
tion, Why shouldn’t the extreme
right, the extreme left be heard?
Why shouldn’t all voices be heard
and seen—not just the respect-
able middle, When a man like
Melntire is seen and heard by the
general public, he is more often
than not his own worst enemy,
because he is such a transpar-
ently fanatical windbag,

But when the FCC applies sub-
tle pressure to get him off the air,
he becomes a martyr to thous-
ands of people, Isn't he more dan-
gerous when he is not allowed to
Speak?

The nice, well-fed, well-dress-
ed bureaucrats of the liberal
Democratic establishment, in
their mad rush for status and so-
cial climbing, have not under-
stood the Right Wing—have fail-
ed to understand its nature, and
its strength, These people of the
extreme right are the custodians
of a tradition that runs deep in
the American grain—a tradition
of violence, irrational fundamen-
talist religion and Scapegoatism,

They exist, Theyarereal, They
are dangerous, They are capabie
of makinga telling assault against
freedom. They proved it on No-

' vember 22, 1963,



