howev

avould end, while the published
aterial would live forever,
Ve also

~In December, Mrs, Kennedy
sy ahd JTEvocably

tor

dy, as they were imter-



The New York Times
AUTHOR'S VIEW: William
Manchester, author of hook
' “The Death of a President,”
during his news conference
yesterday in New York.

view u{ hlstory When we.
o ere not successful in get-
™ ting the author. and publisher
to agree with these changes,
we ‘and the lawyers In the
_controversy felt these points,
‘should mot properly be made
a point of legal suppression.
Thus it fs Important to
note that on the title page of
each copy of the book pub-
lished in the United States or
abroad there will appe;: the
{ollwlng worda:

& Row wlshes to
make it r_l ar that neither
Mrs, John F, Kennedy nor

Senator Robert F. Kennedy

" has in any way approved or

endorsed the material appear-

ing in this book. The author,

William Manchester, and the

pithlishers . assume completa
and sole responsibility.”

All the parties  publishers
and authors, have stated that
the material involved is only
a small portin of an immensa
narrative; and we are told it
Iz of little sigmificance. We
agree with that. Its only sig-
nificance was to Mrs. Ken-
nedy and to her children. We
can only regret that it was
not possible to make the ac-
commodations, which havae
now so easlly been
upon, without the
‘whihch legal action inevitably
utd !ureseeahly ‘brought,

Harper & Row_Stqtement

! In the past weeks there
have been hundreds of thou-

_sands of words written about

this controversy. Our posiuon

ordeal

tha lawsuit has nag been
‘terminated and to
‘make this brief stategent,
Harper & Row did'not ask
for the privilege of publish-.
ing “The Death of a Presi-

dent.” In March, 1964, Mr.
Evan Thomas, Chairman of
the Harper Editorial Board,
wag asked by Robert F. Ken-
nedy. then the Attorney Gen-
i Harperwmud publish
about the assassi-

Mr. Thomas was' !nformecl
that Wﬂna.m Mmehester lédad
¥

‘of Harper,
'!'hom&s told Robert Kermady
that’ we would be proud to
pihlish: the book, and it was
clra.r from the outset ihat
this, would not be treated as
cmlhmrx eommerdn.‘l pub- -

- al portion of
- would ohherwfse hava gona to

the author,

" In March of last year, Mr.
‘Manchester finished

writing
the original manuscrivt of

his book “The Death of a
President” and He so advised

| Mrs. edy, Senator Ken-
nedy and Harper. Since that
time,- the original veersion,
revised versions, galley proofs
and page proofs thave been
‘available to Mrs. Kennedy
- and St;natur Kennedy, How-
- eyer, they decided not to
the book and relive the. tr:;
edy of the assassination. In-
'stead, a number of close
friends ang associates were
delegated to read the book on
- their bhalf. i

- These _T#‘;ﬁt&tlves
cleared a great many com-
ments and 1

“ter; in“accordance with these
comments and suggesfions,
and on July 28 Senator Ken-

= nedy advised hgm the author
and Harper by telegrnn and
letter that members of - the

Kennedy family would place
no obstacle in the way of

" publication of Mr. Manches-

ter's book.
"Prior to July, Senator Ken-
nedy had been informed of the

- likelihood of an ea.ﬂypnbum-
‘about

- tion of another book
the assassination, In vtew of
all the facts, Mr. Manchester
was told he was free to ar-
range for aarlal!uﬁon ‘of the
book in late 1966. -
Subsequently, Mrs. Kennedy
“requested that the start of
- the serfalization be poatponed
until January, 1967. Look de-
ferred to lm- and
scheduled the

in
/ four tnstaument: starﬂng in
January, 1967,
Serla.lizatdnﬁ Rights
Harper has at no time had
any financial interest in, or
control aver, United States or
fnretmmgnzﬁemﬁaﬁmﬂo
or publication of the book
abroad. Arrangements were
concluded by Mr. Manchester
with Leok magazine, and
Senator Kennedy told him
that he was pleased with t.he
selection of Look.
It was understood that the
‘book itself would then appear
in 1967, at _or ‘abaut t:he ﬂme

1954,

o
on this book assiduously and
tiously  for  mearly

-nalinﬂunof the book, Mr.

Thomas worked elosely with
him. Their objective was to
roduce a unigue work which
also a fitting memorial to
the late President. In our
opinion, they have accom-
ed this pbjective.

. Imsettling the current con-
troversy, a few perspnal pas-
sages of concern to . Ken=
nedy have ‘been del or mad-
ified by mutual agreement of
all pa.rtie-s. The changes that
have been made invelving  a

cumulative total of some 7
pages ‘in a boiok of 654 pages

text that have affec
nelthu its historical interest
‘nar lts narrative power.

In our opinion, the book as
we will publish it in Apgl
based upon access to unigue

sources will proudly stand as
a dramatic account of the
fateful days from Nov. 20 to
25, 1963.

The decree which Judge
Streit has issued today con-
“firms that Harper & Row will
publish William Manchester’s
“The Death of & Presldmt."

tions on  the a
“ page p

in early April as pianned ana-
‘that it will be distributed by
B _.,.\Book-ol the-ll:onth Club

standing which 1 signad v
him three years ago- :
Out-of-court settlements s |

an_exp |
‘and it is qnile human. The
factis that those close to her.
hag hoped to spare her |
ordeal of a full reading. ‘T
retrospect, it seems obﬁ
that had she done so th
her authority not bé‘&l"
egated to designated repre=®
tatives of the l’amﬂyﬂ
n!! would have forgone
anguish,

However, the difemma 'ﬁiﬁf
Tow been resolved. Sm:amﬁi
ing her court action, MrE"
Kennedy has studied t.he'lhll

at her

P :
‘completed, additional
cal material has been 3

by Mrs. Kenned$:
g:;va.ppem nlltenbexmo.
raised no re jecti
eit.h.erthntastenr
of the original manusc
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