frawing to a close.
~ Some sporadic gunfire
.may yet be heard, but as
things now stand the wid-
ow of John F. Kennedy
has won the day and her
3 adversaries in the dispute
over "The Death of a Pres-
ident" are ‘in orderly re-
treat.
The turning point -in
what must rank as one of
! the strangest controv
sies in the history .
lAmerxcan publishing, -
controversy as notable for
: e primitive passio
froused as for the higbﬁ
iSgivilized personalities
®he principals, came Wed-
gesday night. i
b Look Gives Up
B That was when Look)
T agazme which will ser 1-
 alize a four-part 60,
gord abstract of the W
“&m Manchester book sta
ing Jan. 10, finally gave in
to a determined J acque-
line Kennedy. i
p  Look's resistance cru
bled after the former F }
Lady made good hi
threat to sue for an 1n]uﬂ )
tion aimed at blocking the
publication of passaiegl
T which she deemed tas
]}ess and invasions of hem
and her children's 1:|1-ivau.$:s
*  This left Harper & Rowin
apublishers of "The Dem-
Hof a President," and
thor Manchester to carmen
ﬂon the fight alone ag]
o Christmas came and the
dlsposuwn to reach peace-
ful accord was evident in
uall camps. mli:
What remiained to ‘be
«done was to modify or de-
jlete those portions Mrs,
r;Kermedy viewed as obj&!

Harper & Row Eager to Cooperate wnth
&% President’'s Widow on Offendlng Passage

“tionable from the 300,000+
Hword manuscrlpt.-—-whxotqt

elates in hitherto unre-

orded detail. the story of
Mthe assassination in Dallas
rson Nov. 22, 1963,

Harper & Row, a firm
)lw:th a long and friendly
{1 elationship with the Ke
dnedy family, was eager’ m
8% “cooperate.

Relations Sour

Manchester, whose rela-
ARI1S ‘Mﬂﬂl the Kenneh
Bired''totally in 1
tirse of the controver:i.—
mained a question mar
der the ‘terms of

rd-cover text, a- powar
5 did not have under his
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guld be to block publi
oh of the book itself,
Buld open up a md’&iﬂ
s@ously complicated carggt |
afal worms and be pafgés
iy costly in the barganﬁl
polving, for one thing,.
18 return of a $40,000 ad-
=wance to the publisher, ===

Opti was evid
%ongniainedy represeéi-
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E L

ﬂo to judge how they b
aved, it's essential

Id'mspltal after the assassififly
qation, of how she referredy
‘Lee Harvey Oswald as QB

irty little ommumsé
ﬂ her strug le. with Ag

rse who b ocked h
yay into, the room whepgs;
tors ‘rire trying o rm-m

suscitate'the President.

2&mabl§ with ~Mancheste
"Thimself, - wollld» |
siderably easier than

had been with the edltor
of Look.

Book in Context : ;

30 That, in the judgment . A s :
)Iff onl? s t%e%edybmi eth:dogy w%‘ﬁ:h%aainhﬁ
amiliar wi e 00,
was because the book as j—‘ ]lgas told: of her fathe
] hole provided a "sense of Adeath ai&;l the nature ofj;

ontext" which was lack- Pietters Mrs. Kennedy
{iZing in the extracted partdl Caroline put in the coff
fliselected for ser:ahiatmu vﬁ VtYhe Presxdeﬁﬁ; ¥ m]
-This source took as irtually all o s
H%ample the flight back to P mation came from ﬁw
ashington in Air Forcé iews ‘Manchebter h

0l “with the dead President ith the widojy three
mand his widow in the rear:’ "%.onths after the' ageﬂ}ﬂ 1
Unaware of Purpose Hj

f the plane and th
L residént in the WH
“Mrs Kennedy's_conte

} om ent,
) - tion in the bitter’ confhct.
hlch ultimately ar
e was ne

: der th impress
iese, to  her, lﬂtense &3
: anleS*-Ed personal srevelations

and  are related in t‘ﬂ’e
Manchester narrative, ac:
cording to this sourt:e,
"just can't be seen in true

- perspective unless you've

+ already read of the horrors
and.frustrations and dog-
fusions that prece
‘them at the hospital."

< Both groups—Premd

{ nnd Mrs. Johnson
their aides, as well as t!
stricken Kennedy circles

- —had been "struck with

under," this source sai

wou

LR

¥ ThE mundeg
argued that the tapes
_jer interviews were to be
osited at the John F,
fnnedy Library and
hld be available_to fu-
e scholars and histori--

Fhey also argued that
@Ménchester, by gaining
.material for the book in
\Hehange for agreeing fo
;1 ggbmit it to Mrs. Kennedy -
bifoE; final approval, had nio
¥ pourse but to bow to her
12 Wighes. bR
\0ail@f course, there was @
very considerable body of
~gpectators to the fray ca==

mn of sympathy f
Mrs. Keunedyl ant

_ Manchester,

The webu.of misundeg- |

have a sense of what we
e il
.. Matter of Taate‘
‘Of course; the objecti
Mrs. Kennedy tg fti
book, in its abbreviated,.
ialized form were n
tirely related toghes
prob]em of context. Taste
. and concern for persbnal
privacy were said to be imat
zﬁ’l;red in the conflict: mﬂ]
k over I?JOc!]:xle 0 gy
sages wi to
q 0 words. . 5 *
JBGH "Among the tl]mgs {H“'
ich Mrs. Kennedy resg
rtedly objected were
l led accounts of 'the K
Ygfdys' last mght;togetheo
Texas, of how she co
o¥red her dying husbandlg,;
rounds en route to they,

i

3,5




3 g and bitterness in
Lgbtittle over JFhefleath
B President” had its be:
fnings in an 1l-poin’
orandum of under

fned in March, 1964.
Manchester had written
W¥orirait of a President,”
§ extremely favorable
ok about President Ken
gidy. He seemed a natu:a
Bbice for the chronicle i
g assassination.
Manchester agreed °
| |th8 Kennedy project and
t IFe- qmemorandum gave
Mrs. ‘Kennedy and Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy the
right to review the manu-_
seript and stipulated
‘should not be publis
until five years after the
_assassination, unless Mr
Kennedy agreed fo an e
“lier date,
In retrospect, key in_
views in the controve
" were the 10 hours Man
‘estar spent recording on
tape the innermost feel-
‘ings of Mrs. Kennedy at
Kennedy hom
: S:lgetown
4 Une thmg is clear;

~nal rapport with Manches-'
ter.
' Passages Included

[ /" The original manuscrﬂi}
;Iconta.ined passages b
closely on taped sessio
- Last spring the manu-
)aeript—more than 1,000
carefully typed pages —
was finished. -
, When Look hought the':
> magazine rights for $fi&ﬁ,adt
» 000, insiders reported Mrs.
Kennedy became con-
]cerned fearing the Pres-
31dent's death was bej
e!tplmted for commerGisio
oses.

‘Equally import
lMp.nchesters contrgﬁ“

? with Look took editorial,
] control of the material

of his hands. On July
2 Sen. Kennedy sent a tele- |
gram to Manchester an
Aletter ‘to Harper &
j stating the fami u.vmu
not. placggobstacles i
way of the book's pubhca-

tion, However, -he ' cau-

ed that should €
k be serialized, the %
ily would- expect thié
sndensations not to leas
1o distortions, 4
‘In later legal |
gfiments, the Kenned]
htended the telegran
¥ no more than a mg§
@1 booster to Manchel
' had , feared I8

’mily was satisfied with re- -
: v,f.‘slons and efforts for
lication could begin.

“

‘Last summer the Ken-i

Breaks Follow

n the following months,
S§lone calls, meetings and
~misunderstandings fol-
Iowedt Nﬁgghester trav=.
o on trying
out of the hmeligtﬂ
Kennedy friends madk
estions .for, changes,
oduction deadlméﬂ*
ed inexorably, 4
suddenly it was Decem-
v Harper & Row and
Imok met to make their
sions conform. Then
fEhok refused to give the
. Kennedy intermediaries
further access to page
proofs, and on Dee. 9, HamV
Iwr & Row—which plaml,
‘bring the book out
log\pril — reached the sanie)
ecision. However, both-
-the magazine and book,,
publisher remained wille=
to tfll Richard Gqo
a family friend
% Kennedy's haisdlﬂ

I

bemg Jhandled. e

- Mrs. Kennedy, after,
5 eeting with her la
mon H. Rifkind, deci

to sue, charging Manchg \
mr with hreakmﬁnm
e‘ﬂmd.nd the battiell




