By JOHN CORRY
er & Row, Publishers,
Ing., defended yesterday its de-
on to publish “The Death of
" and said that the

wesome tragedy”
a,ssa.ssma.tion ‘of President
edy. =
Canfield, the chairman
e executive committee of
er & Row, softly criticized

that, if any of them had
the book, “the present 3itu-
on might have been avoids

st Frirlay Mrs. John F.

filed a suit in State

S% e Court to prevent both

publication of the pook and

iegit imminent serialization in
¢ magazine,

suit is based on the con-

n that William Manches-

't the autho® of ‘the boox,

vm‘mted his contract with Sen-

Robert F. Kennedy, Tope

tract said that “The Death

@ President” could not be

ed before Nov. 22, 1968.

. that it must be appm.red
Mrs Kennedy and S°:wmator
edy.

rb ¢ﬂmm'h of Propriety Seen

1""ﬂ!‘rs Kennedy said she had
filed the suit hecause Mr, Man-
er had abused her counfi-
ée by using her personal{ga.
remllectlons “without regard to
a standards of propriety
and good faith.”

“"Simon H. Rifkind, attorney

The New York Times
PUBLISHER COMMENTS:
Cass Canfield, head of Har-
per & Row, defending 'Wil-
liam Manchester’s hook at
news conference vesterday.

Manchester had heen “subject
to many repeated pressures for
many months” because of the
book, and he himself felt "very
badly" that Mrs, Kennedy was
disturbed.
Ba.rpar & Row, Mr, Canfield
said, “was not motivated by
rofit” when it undertook to
publish’ “The Death of a Presi-
dent.”

“On the contrary,” he sald,
“all Harper profits will go to
the Kennedy Library except for

,contrihuﬁonstn u:elibm-
ry fmgh.lsmingsm um

to Mr. Manchester, he said, was
$40,000 “and not the 3675,000
erroneously reported by the
press.”

a best seller. Lovk has alread
received half the $665,000

in its sale of its Eumpean
rights,

fered ‘his statement more in

It is known that Harper & Row
had not expected Mrs. Kennedy:
to press her sult, and that Sen-

 The hook is said by some
persons to present President
Johnson is an unfayorable light,
in some situations, and to speak
of hostility that the Ken-

thought, could only increase
political tensions between the
Kennedys and the Jolinsons.

Nonetheless, the Senator is|
said to feel that a suit was not
the appropriate action.

Besides politics, the dispute
aver the heok touches persons
who are ‘eonnected through
marriage, tnendship and busi-
ness.

Was ‘Deepl.v Dluttamd‘

Last week Mr. Canfield sald,
he was “deeply distressed over
che fact that Mrs. Kennedy is
upset because I have great re-
spect and admiration for her.'”

Stanislas Radziwill, was once
married to Michasl T. Canfield,
the sen of Mr. Canfield, who is
the grandfather of their son|
Anthony.

The mmorn.udum of agree—
ment signed by Mr. Manchester,

that, “at the request of the
Kennedy family, the publisher

;.
e
nmn." were bemg nmde by 'bn

M;r Canficld made his 5tate4

nent at the Overseas Pross

Club, 54 West 40th Street, be-
fore about 40 reporters. After-
ward, he declined to answerany
questions about the statement
n' the book.

He said that his "expcr[enea
h\ nection with “Th& Death
. President” has been the
. trying and distressing

in a 40-year publishing

cal §
"rhe principals involved In
this dispute are all people for

I have such deep regarq
admiration,” he said, add
that the hook “is a mo'rlrlg.

re and outstanding pi

Canﬁeld sald that

3

pald|raphy in 1857, and he
Slon: “The Enan/y
belert Kennedy's book -

Mr. Canfield apparently of-!
sorrow than in anger yesterday.|

ator Kennedy had been reluc-|2e2
- Itant to see her do so,

nedys felt toward him. This, |
the Senator and his ad\rlserx'

Mrs. Kennedy's sister, Mrs.|

and Senator Kennedy stipulates|.

Brown & Co., which
Iila pnhlish

dent,uf ‘Harper & Raw,
an old friend of the K
He edited “Profiles in
for which John F, Kenn
ceived a Pulitzer prize in

Within,

teamsters union.
I~ The Senator, then the e
ed sta.tes Attorney

isistant to Mr. ‘Kennedy. Laf
Mr. Sl-gentha!gr reviewerl

Senator; om0

_ During the editing of
Enemy Within," Mr., Th
Mr. Seigenthaler and the
ator became quite close. =

Aided John Kenned)'=
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Cowles- Cmmnuni tlons‘
Harper & Row . are
by family ties. John
a nephm& of Gardn
the chairman of (
jeditor of The.
and Tribune, \vh!ch L

William Attwood, = editor
chief of Cowles Communfgs-
tions, which publishes Look, s
conmections, too. In 1960, Jofin
Kennedy asked him to ;!m‘.n 5
campaign staff. Later, Mr. K@t
nedy appointed him, successiggs|
Iy, Ambassador to Gulnea. | d

who s also his fnt.her-tnrl 2
Mr. Cowles married the
mer Jane Sage lleg' Flore:
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