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. On February 5, 1864, Mrs
John F. Kennedy suggested
that I write an account of the
tragic and historic events in
Texas and Washington ten
weeks earlier. Neither Mrs.
Kennedy nor anyone else is in
any way answerable for my
subsequent research of this
‘narrative. My relatlonships
with all the principal figures
were entirely professional, I
received no financial assist-
ance from the Kennedy
family,' I was on no Govern-
ment payroll, No one tried to
lead me. 1 Dbelieve every
reader, including those who
were closest to the late Presi-
dent, will find here munh
which is new and some

t Zoing to put’ dn
the~§act:.. who ate wi

: and all that,or
are you goiag to g'ut yourself
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you

very well Smep
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cally, ..t
The Kennedy &mll;r had not
er to ‘have any book

wﬂttmbant the President's
death, Umlzrsinndahly, they
‘needed  time - But

heal.
shortly after the burial in
Arlington it became apparent

| that valumes would appear in
spite of their wishes. Under

these circumstances, Jacgue-

| line' Kennedy resolved that
_there should be one complete,

“aceurate account,
I had not been among thoke
who approached her.

e%ths
. Lime T had not even me s -

However, her husband had

~ Worth,
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to Andrews, over the ambul- ),

gETY. areas, pethuada
‘ment.

= : [ crawled
extraordinary hours ife! the “mmw

history of our “equntry.
Because L‘
task longer
have naot tmiy felt ent:lt!ed to'
record my opinions, I have an

m ble obligation to do
. Withholding themiayects

lding
bc shirking a grave dnty, ind

among other judgm
u‘;tru find o
arren Report. I shall not
publish my files, It would be
a ~ formidable under!‘.aking
(Mrs. Kennedy's answers to
the commission’s questions,
occupy two and a half pages;
my  tapes. with her run ten
hours.) 3
Inmy inquirfI appro ¥
every person who m.ight ﬁiﬁd

San Antonio, Houston, t‘m—t
Love Field at Dallas,
‘Parkland Hos-

lin,
motorcade route,

n.Iwnntoyarevm

Scart

far men and women who had
be spectators. Every scene.

the

rooms in the Exe
sion, the ,hu
suites in Huuxt‘an and Fort
Whorth, the Houston Col

Fort Worth park
t.hg ballroom, Margue:!?g: Qs-
w;lds house, Oswald's
room. in  Dallas, Parkland's
major surgery and minor sup-

ibed was visited:

morgue, the |

by e
aﬂ&l% T fmmm ey pick-

po]iez headqua.rters, I sat
where the assasin had sat, and ~ and April, 1865, the P
took notes, on  the under-

ground
where he was

I knew more abnnt 5
anyone else and could recon-  ‘C.
smmt the past with confjd-

We had net reeovemi
the castastro of N
ber, 1863. 1 cannot %
ha

tive. No¥ do I offer
as'a definitive work. In time, book. -
T myself shall merel;
‘a source for future
as yet unborn, Yeb it was im--
perative that this chronicle Manchester, from “Flie Deaj
= be Jaid.hefare the g
“of. Americans -who

ng L
’t‘a t.he host of peuplrwhu
‘and sat in Oswfaid's Tived the most dreadful hours
perch. I rode his- ﬂfthe!rlx  with me. None
bus, i hand.: of views wore easy,
T cot nat: dilute my questions. )
I and still ‘be faithful to my
thad- p&r.keﬁ up Oswald, task, and aver half the sub-
same reute jects experienced moments of
mt the same emoﬂnn:lng difficulty. Often,
I found that 4 principal figtire

me up at the spot where

amp!e m'ice in av,

agreed to receive me
garage while .standmg through e z

shot. found he could not do it, V
Servite.

thh & Secret ultimately. solved-the

il =t inv .H- ng m — g
viﬂted . ﬁmymglm; '
v Custls Lee those

until son; Eunice Shriver; Ri
than Cardlnal Oushlng.
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‘Maj. Gen. Chester V. Clifg
- USA (ret); Edwin 0, Guth- |
retend mam. John Belgenmler. Ve
Vit ’g;l Linealn;  and’
}ﬁsobicc- omas, who edited Pre
study in Courage agi now
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told her about me, antl. sh
had read a I pu
about him the year be 2

degth,  Qther members or he
family agreed with Mrs. Ken-
nedy that it would bezwite

to have a hook written by an
authop whom the President |
had Known and in whom he
had expressed confidence.

My first calls were upon
Bill  Moyers at the White
House, and Chief Justice Barl
Warren, It was essential that

pro
equally imperative that the
commission which the Chief
Justice headed understand the

exact nature of my inquiry.
He was unfailingly polite and.
recognized that while the
lines of the two investigations
might oeccasionally intersect,
they certainly did not run
parallel. The commission was
conducting a eriminal probe.
I was exploring the full sweep
of events during what were,

fn some -respects, the most




