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uled a full-page 'ad in The New York
Times this week. The ad will reprint
Manchester’s foreword to “The Death
of a President,” describing how the book
vas done and the freedom he had on
he project.

Even so, it was an open secret that
he Manchester book was having a rocky

oad to publication. (Author Manchester,
riimself a tweedy, 44-year-old, ex-news-

piperman and r of a 1962 JFK bi-
ography, was hospitalized with Hgue

last spring.) Indeed, one Look or
conceded that the whole guestion was
still “up in the air” last week and that
the decision to go ahead with the seri-
-alization was not made until Friday.
‘Strong’: “The kind of material in it
doesn’t usually find its way into print,”
said a Look executive. “This is the best
of the Kennedy books. It's extraordi-
narily strong. Thengre.__ljdﬂm.ug‘l}m’m
have to read it a don’t think he’s
oing to like if.
% Actually, the Kennedy family’s con-
cern centered not on the substance of
the book but on the serialization. Mrs.
Jacqueline Kennedy was fearful that
Look’s original scheme to condense the
book in seven installments would subject
her children and herself to an unduly
prolonged spate of newspaper stories
about the book’s revelations. (“There
are 200 page-one stories in it,” says one
insider who has read the manuscript.)
The Kennedys would probably have
preferred no serialization at all, but un-
der the plan finally worked out, Look
will carry the book in four installments,
starting in January.
_ “The Death of a President” focuses
on the shift of power triggered by the

assassination. And, wrenched out of its
full, ,000-word context, much of the
drama of Manchester’s story might be
open to misinterpretation. Prepublica-
tion readers say it details the evidence
of human fallibility, the momentary
flare-ups and lasting misunderstandings
inevitably genevated when
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) Beyond that, the book (to be pub:
lished by Harper & Row) contains other
never-before-told stories. Among thems

the text of a letter, written in lon and
!)y acqueline on _her last night
“l; lt]he‘ White House, to Nikita -
shchey, expressing, as a_mathér of %

Manchester spent two years on
bogk, assembling 45 volufnes of tra
seribed, tape-recorded interviews (e
hours with Mrs. Kennedy alone) an
documents. He went to extraordinan
lengths to establish his editorial indd®™
pendence of the family. He has a lettepd
from Robert Kennedy pledging not ¥y
read the manuscript before publication
and guaranteeing no family interference 8 |
with its contents, He did submit the®
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