Maurice Samuel, scholar and his-
, has wrttten this history and al-

'playedmm::mmschmlto

WWQ& the case beéf&éjhe-
‘would not play along with the blood ac-

documems became avaﬂable. :

am&marmotem{c&nl -

cusation. He later came back as a pri-

‘vate detective and helped to break the

case against Mendel Beiliss, a Jewish
brickyard worker falsely accused of

the murder of the youngster. |
Baﬂim an er-aoldie-r,ehther of ﬁm

'evenkuéw ﬂ'lﬂthewasbgingacmea.

of murder) while the authorities la-
bored to put together a case against

him, To do this, they had to dip into the
half-world of criminals and informers,

- to bully witnesses and to rehearse testi-

mony. The reason for this insistence on
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going ahead with a case: whzch honast
officials and veteran dete |

ot have | &‘"dowiﬁ: sayssa--_

muekﬂesulhmaglyﬁ: the eharact 2

thetaagﬁmsglﬁk :
4 tica= : 3

S thjswwesﬁnplytﬁemﬁveofa |
monstrous effort to pmmotae mjustice

It would be mtezwting enmgtﬁ L‘Bm it
is something more, a close examination
of the way in which prejudice works to
subvert the machinery of law. “and the
functioning of the state. The fierce fan-
aticismweé some of i thege, characters,

" however deplorablé, was in SoH{e ways
less odious than the opportunism and
timidity of the bureaucmfs who al-

_lowed themselves o be used. Imnm
1y, much of the revelation comes s from .

the bureaucratic penchant for paper-

‘work. Evaryﬂ:inginrhxshookiathor-

oughly documented, often in the very

‘words of thoa& engu@d in themannfae- =

are still fond ofputttngon. Man:rhad i
the courage to speak out _Bg_amst this
charade, including Vladimir. Nabok&v'
father, a noted editor, Maxim C

Count Tlya Tolstoy Perhaps even I
impressive, ordinary individuals cama

* forth wlun!arﬁy as mtﬂeaaes bo _em'
tradlct the pmsecutbns case, and the
: buy's family refused to support in any
= waythetheoryofarﬂualmnﬁer, :
Even the prosecution’s chief wit |

ges, except for those who were them-
selves involyed in the killing (for itwa_l- :
a gang of criminals led by Vera Chebe 5
_mi:whokﬂledthebuybemuse ‘they
he had informed on them), b&r?
sﬁ:ft;their stories. Onewomm;

wit.ness, picturesquely called the Wolt-

fAWoman, was said to have signed a de~

#iposition accusing Beiliss of the crimey |
: Atthemalshedenfedthis.Ap Cle
tor asked: *How did it happen that the
ating magistrate wrote in your
g,name things that you didn't say? Da
« you know what an mvestlgnt.mgmaxhi
£ trate is? : : i
She replied: 'Do T know who
and why he wrote? Do I know what a an
vestigating magistrate is? They
lled me, so I came, They wrole whab
Mt,hey wrote; and then they told me b~=ﬁ
;ﬂeave,p.and I left." =
ﬁjumh of Absurdity
D)

& No absurdity was too gceat We nanL
i the prosecutor arguing that three of him.
‘witnesses could not have committed
Ihe murder because they were busy,
,;;obbmg a jewelry store.on the night ale
*'ﬁer the murder, trying to show t.hat thﬁ

urder was so deficient that wen;&%
Iy anti-Semitic editor wrote an.
mditorial p:oclaiming his shame at the

and

iv,hsgust at 't’he p;gmnpnmkq s -
ﬁudges rea.'ig'ned mt.herthan_si ™ f.he in-

mlgned 4t.£ur\t.he curious reason "t:hat o
reserve the dig’nity'iof the law @ man &
who ha prison such a long

tlmehadtobemdﬁted' 10y
- Patiently and metieulous!y Sa:mu@v‘
»takes us through this maze, reveals tha
moral decay of the Russia inwhich =
government could become a party to
®propagating the most discredited me-
| dieval superstitions, Beiliss was acquit-
ted but enormous damage had beenm
donegto the system of justice, and a
= hideous myth has been reinforced. Tt ia
s:gmﬁmnt that ant - Semitism atlll

"works its evil in Russia today.

*Samuel points up the relevant Ies-i
wsons: the use of the big lie technique;

#the subversion of moral sense in

government, It was a- preview of the
terror of Nazl Germany, a warning
- which. goes beyond the grotesqueries,
villainies and absurdities of Kievy i
1913, This gives it a theme of ‘impors
ntance.nndenhanouavaﬁnghﬁv

:EMORE BOOKS ON PAGE 23, _COI.WAN 3




