
vnownd the Es- 
tabli nent of the 
Truth,” Kwan 2. Ep 

stein, Viking. 

VAW ALI 
Beaton dow 

CHIC 

Com 

rane Dally 

O—A rash of 
quick-trig- 

inting darkly 
at major conspiracies 
broke cut beth in this 
eountry and abroad im- 
mediately after the assas- 
#ination of John Fy Ken- 
nedy. 

Most of them were ob- 
¥ious phon the work 
‘af opportunist hack writ- 
ers and would-be detec- 
fives more interested in 
money and sensation 
than in arri at the 
truth, 

Wow, however, a sec- 
ond round of more re- 
sponsible questioning of 
the accepied and official 
versions of that horror- 
filled day of Nov. 22, 
1963, in Dallas, 'Tex.,, is 
about to get under way. 
At least two major book 
publishing houses have 
scheduled important 
books on the Kennedy 
ease for Summer publi- 
cation. 

THE first is Epstein’s 
“Inquest,” whieh was 
published last week, ‘The 
second is Mark Lane's 
“Rush to Judgment" 
originally scheduled for 
September pub lication 
but now moved up to An- 

\ 
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.. Were they hit by the sume bullet? 

gust by Holt, Rinehart & 

Winston as a restilt of 
Viking Press’ having 

beaten them to the book- 
stands with “Inquest. 

Both books challenge 

ihe Warren Commission's 

finding that Lee Harvey 

Oswald was the lone 

assassin of Kennedy. Ep- 

stein is a young scholar, 

now in a doctoral pro- 

gram in American gov- 

ernment at Harvard Uni- 

versity. 
He started his disturb- 

ing study of the case as 
a master’s thesis-at Cor- 
nell University. 

LANE IS A lawyer 
who was for a time en- 
gaged as counsel for Lee 
Oswald's mother. 

In a telegram we re- 
_eeived from his publish- 

ors, if is'said “Mari Dane 

is the only person to have 
taped testimony from 
the principal witnesses 
who testified hefore the 
Warren Commission and 
(his) is the first book 
which is based on the 
complete 26-volume War- 
ren Commission report 
plus the FBI report.” The 
telegram adds that the 
hook contains “S00 plus 
pages with 5,000 foot-, 
notes.” 

EPSTEMN interviewed 
five of the seven com- 
mission members, but 
not Chief Justice Earl 
Warren himself. He in- 
terviewed members of 
the Commission _ staff, 
studied the long Warren 
report and the staff 
working papers and tool 
a thorough look at both 
the FBI's “summary _re- 
port” of Dec. 9, 1963, 
and its “supplemental re- 
port” of Jan. 13, 1964, 

-and, it seems to me, re- 

' sponsible job of raising — 

His book, in just over 
150 pages, plus append-_ 

ices, does a thorough, 

very important questions. 

The first of these ques- 
tions is about the “domi- 
nant purpose” of 
Warren, Commi: 5 
whether it was to estab- 
lish the truth about the 
assassination or to re- 
assure the nation and 
protect the national in- 
terest. He makes an ef- 
fective argument that the 
latter was its purpose in 
“establishing its version ~ 

eet ang eee 

IN PASSING he also 
makes it clear that ‘‘rath- 
ey than being ‘exhaus- 

tive,’ the Commission's 
investigation was actu- 
‘ally an extremely super- 
ficial investigation lim-— 

. ited in terms. of both 
time and manpower, and — 

““eonsequently limited to 
the more prominent evi- 
dence.” = = 

‘The second big ques- 
tion he raises is whether 
there were two assassins 
—and he points out that 
there was available evi- 
dence that might have 
questioned the Commis- 
sion’s conclusion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald did- 
all the shooting. 

The Warren Commis-_ 
sion, it may be recalled, 
found that only thre 
bullets were fived al (he 
Presidential party, and 5 

that one of these fallow- 

~ EPSTEIN CONTENDS _ 
“there was no substantial 
evidence to support this 
conclusion, and there was — 
“evidence that all but pre-_ 
cluded the possibility 
‘both men had been hit by 



was divided on the singe) 
bullet theory and left the 
‘matter open in its report. 

The author flatly says 
“either both men were 
hit by the same bullet or 
there had to be two as- 
sassins.” He bases this 

_ statement on the film of. 
assassination which 

owed the ' President — 
id Goy. Connally were— 
Jess than twa second: 

apart, and Lhat rifle tests 
Phomtk it van pavtcally 
‘impossible for the mur- 
der weapon to be accu-~ 
-rately fired twice withing 
eae period of time. 

—and (3) _the Comin 
sion’s chief concern w= 
to allay the public 

— doubts and ar 
rather then to disc! 

the full truth about 


