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"€ - sion's report on the assassination
PS5t President John F. Kennedy would
| do well to bear in mind the bard who

: “As you go on through life,
er, /Whatever be your goal—

- your eye upon the donut/And
Viwot upon the hole.” For it obscures the
P fruth to search for holes in the
| Warren Report without viewing it
m the background of the Com-
's peculiar nature and the
Fpbasible alternatives to the conclu-
#slons it reached.
le President Kennedy had been
Bgilled by a disease, it would have been
“hatural to call in the medical profes-
“§ion to clear up any mystery about its
“ffature. Since he died by assassina-
“$Hon, which iz a crime, lawyers were
|‘called upon to arrive at the truth of
i e case.
L. But the parallel is not exact. Doc-
If":ﬂ'u are trained to discover medical
H‘Li'nth. while lawyers are trained in
; a point of view. (The best
Eg can believe passionately in every
: 's case, including the cases of
reat rascals.) Their truth - finding
genius is not individual, it is institu-
tional — the adversary system —and
lghe record of Congressional investi-
Egating committees has long since
‘egtablished that the mere presence of
gitilied lawyers and legal trappings

8k Yet when President Lyndon B.
lohnson was faced with the need to
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[precedents to guide him, he turned
instinctively to lawyers and the law.
'He appointed the nation’s most dis-
tinguished jurist, Chief Justice Earl
Warren, to direct a commission of six
ding citizens—all lawyers. In turn,

& Commission retained J. Lee Ran-
gkin, a former 1.8, Solicitor General,
¢ a staff of 22 lawyers, nicely bal-
between & few leading private
eys (to give the staff prestige)
nd a number of top-ranked recent
law graduates (to do most of the
york)

4 They naturally adopted a forensic

method. The witnesses and physical
Evidence were marshaled so that the
: would unfold in a trial-like
manner, with witnesses responding to

estions and submitting exhibits for
the record. Testimony was taken
Either in deposition form by the staff

Som. The result was a verbatim rec-

{r. Graham is a lawyer and is the
L Tt corTesponde; r The

ord of 522 witneases' testimony {94
of these witnesses testified before;the
Commission), which filled 26 volumes
when published and read reassuringly
like a trial transcript. Basing their
findings on this evidence, the Com-
mission issued its 816- »
which documented in impteﬁvme :eWt' detail
the story of Lee Harvey Oswald's
crime. J T
The report was an immediate pop-
ular success. It was persuasive,.its
conclusion that Oswald acted alpne
stilled the conspiracy rumors, and it
came out before the November, 1964,
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Presidential electiun.
Because the Warren cnmmm
had been a body apart in AM-
ican legal history, this success
inspired praise for the
jdea itself as a means of de
the truth in unusual cire
Arthur L. Goodhart, the noted au-
thority on British and American [z W
compared it favorably with the Bg
ish Royal Commission system ai
suggested that “a new and X
satisfactory system of investizatio
has been found than ever existe ‘,

U

2 agnlnsther n band. Some:ob-
f us

52:‘&5 were so impressed with/this
that they suggested substituting a
Warren Commission type of M‘:

gator, attorney, judge and jury;
was no impending appellate review.
These wmafewo!them
ings that seem to have Impng
mwdjwwnmmﬂed
workings of the Commission fbl*ﬁl
Master's thesis in government al
nell, As he delved deeper, he
concluded that the commission
bers themselves did not devote en
time to their study, that the useZp!
F.BL men and Secret Service agg
i ors tended s

e mev

wmmr'm-tam
: Eepsteln!undevldanﬂ
WiFinally, Mr. o
ﬁatledyhlmtndwltthemeﬂﬂ
Wotlhewmm — that
Oswald acted alone. On Jan. 27 the
.n-a.unwua,am:fm-umf.i:attnmefii't
Femarkable color film
assassination taken by an
photographer. It showed that we
maximum time that could _have
elapsed between the first hits of Pres-
ident Kennedy and Governor Connally
Was only 18 seconds. Tests showed
that Oswald's bolt-action rifle could
not fire two rounds in less than¥2.3
mmummdmzumhsﬂni_

e hit Dy separate bullets is synon-
ymous with saying that there were

“velocity to cause theind"ﬂes
emor Connally. However, Mr.

found in the National Archives |
" mewly declassified F.BIL re
 dated Dec. 9, 1963, and Jan. 13,
' Both state flatly that the first
struck President Kennedy in the
“shoulder and did not exit at the front.
“They do not say upon what evidence,
m;conelunm was reached. sagl
ﬂr Epstein analyzes the other eviZs
dence (perhaps the most da
mbpuy photos and X-rays of thes
‘corpse, which might prove that thes
" bullet passed through as the doctors-
u-ﬂmd.mwpoﬁedlybemxhﬂld"’“

-

gl

WA impact of the FEI c
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prosecution to marshal a casap
;n;u answered all questions, ex={
hw"d all motives and foreqs
bmmpnmuuuas. It woulds
s have been enough to prove bes:
#md a reasonable doubt that,
Oswald killed the Presigignt, andy’
Eum embarrassing loose ends:

ed, ..the. jury'ssiyerdiets
would have obaguredthem: -ios

hgut the Warren Commission’
Lo do rov-
po e '?;'.’.'g
l‘uponsihml‘.y to look at
-available evidence and conc
. whether or not he acted alune.":
Furthermore, its task was n@‘
only to find the truth, but to
be seen to have found the l.ruﬁ%.q
=20f _course, the ' utngle
ory Is ~porous—but no
explanation makes any
If another assassin fired fre
“'the Dallas School Book Depc
~itory, he and his rifle came a
went without leaving a shred o
evidence that the Warren | .,. -
Jnﬂinim could cite to 3 i,
_conspiracy theory. In failing to
“take this into account, and n
concluding that the Commission”
+ must therefore have prostituted’
_itself for some dark politicaf™
"moue. the authors detract®
from their disclosures that thel




?ﬁnnﬂnion was subject to ele=s

,mgtvenuama}orm
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=ated that thiuhad_
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