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Following 
is 

a 
c
o
m
m
e
n
t
 

by 
Mark 

Lane, 
chairman 

the 
Citizens 

Committee 
of 

Inquiry 
(156 

Fifth 
Ave, 

row 
York, 

N.Y. 
10010), 

which 
has 

been 
pursuing 

an 

a 
#ndependent 

investigation 
into 

the 
circumstances 

sur- 

f
o
u
n
d
i
n
g
 

the 
assassinations 

of 
President 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 
and 

| 
Lee 

Harvey 
Oswatd. 

Lane, 
@ 

civil 
liberties 

attorney, 

is 
the 

author 
of 

“A 
Brief 

for 
Lee 

Harvey 
Oswald,” 

which 
first 

a
p
p
e
a
r
e
d
 

in 
the 

N
A
T
I
O
N
A
L
 

G
U
A
R
D
-
 

IAN 
Dee, 

19, 
1963, 

and 
has 

been 
reprinted) 

in 
many 

tountries 
of 

the 
world. 

This 
c
o
m
m
e
n
t
 

by 
Lane 

was 

maile 
Sept. 

27. 

if 
Copyright 

by 
Mark 

Lane 
J 

LEE 
R
A
N
K
I
N
,
 

counsel 
to 

the 
President's 

Commis- 

® 
sion 

on 
the 

Assassination 
of 

President 
Kennedy, 

disclosed 
the 

objectives 
of 

the 
Commission 

before 
it 

b
e
g
a
n
 

to 
take 

t
e
s
t
i
m
o
n
y
,
 

Mr. 
R
a
n
k
i
n
’
s
 

s
t
a
t
e
m
e
n
t
,
 

p
u
b
-
 

ished 
in 

the 
N
e
w
 

York 
Times 

on 
Jan. 

12, 
indicates 

that 
the 

Commission 
established 

for 
itself 

a 
rather 

dif- 

ficult 
task. 

“We 
think 

it 
would 

be 
wise," 

Mr. 
Rankin 

sald, 
“to 

reassure 
this 

country 
and 

the 
world, 

not 
only 

that 
we 

can 
protect 

the 
President, 

but 
that 

accused 

criminals 
can 

be 
treated 

fairly.” 

Considering 
that 

our 
President 

was 
not 

protected 
but 

- 
was 

assassinated 
and 

that 
the 

acctised 
criminal 

was 

murdered 
in 

the 
basement 

of 
a 

courthouse 
while 

hand- 

vuffed 
to 

law-enforcement 
officials, 

one 
wonders 

how 

the 
Commission 

ever 
expected 

to 
fulfill 

Mr. 
Rankin’s 

quoted 
expectations. 

Perhaps 
the 

operative 
portion 

of 

Mr. 
Rankin'’s 

thesis 
deals 

with 
the 

necessity 
of 

reas- 

suring 
the 

country 
in 

general. 

M
A
K
E
U
P
:
 

The 
Commission 

chosen 
by 

the 
President 

to 

‘\perform 
a 

most 
historic 

judicial 
task 

was 
one 

comprising 

seven 
members, 

only 
ohe 

of 
whom—other 

than 
the 

C
h
a
i
r
m
a
n
—
p
o
s
s
e
s
s
e
d
 

b
a
c
k
g
r
o
u
n
d
 

training 
or 

experi- 

ence 
in 

a 
judicial 

capacity. 
The 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
,
 

we 
were 

informed, 
was 

a 
balanced 

political 
commission. 

Indeed, 
/ 

of 
the 

four 
members 

of 
Congress 

appointed, 
two 

were 

D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
s
 

and 
two 

R
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
a
t
i
s
—
t
w
o
 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 

of 
the 

Senate 
and 

two 
of 

the 
House 

of 
Representatives. 

H
o
w
-
 

ever, 
botli 

D
e
m
o
c
r
a
t
s
 

so 
appointed 

were 
Southern 

D
e
m
-
 

oerats. 
In 

addition, 
the 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

was 
a
u
g
m
e
n
t
e
d
 

by 

two 
h
i
g
h
-
r
a
n
k
i
n
g
 

R
e
p
u
b
l
i
c
a
n
s
—
t
h
e
 

former 
High 

C
o
m
-
 

missioner 
t6 

G
e
r
m
a
n
y
 

and 
the 

former 
director 

of 
the 

MMISSION’S 
FINDINGS 

ON THE 
KENNEDY 

ASSASSI 

The 

PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON 

GETS 
THE 

REPORT 
Chief 

Justice 
turns 

over 
the 

massive 
document doubts remai 

CILA., 
Alien. 

Dulles: 
Notably 

absent 
from 

the 
Commission 

was 
the 

At- 
torney 

General 
of 

the 
U.S. 

or 
any 

representative 
of 

the 
Justice 

D
e
p
a
r
t
m
e
n
t
,
 

w
h
i
c
h
 

o
r
g
a
n
i
z
a
t
i
o
n
 

o
r
d
i
n
a
r
i
l
y
 

as- 

sumes 
the 

task 
of 

conducting 
such 

an 
Invest{gation. 

Indeed, 
not 

only 
was 

Robert 
Kennedy 

omitted 
from 

the 
Commission 

or 
a 

representative 
designated 

by 
him, 

but 
in 

a 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

so 
“well-balanced 

politically,” 
history 

must 
surely 

note 
that 

not 
a 

single 
supporter 

of 
John 

F, 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

was 
permitted 

to 
serve. 

Were 
Oswald 

permitied 
to 

live 
to 

face 
trial, 

not 
a 

single 
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

of 
the 

C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

would 
be 

permitted 

to 
serve 

as 
a 

juror 
on 

that 
trial. 

Defense 
counsel 

would 
fave 

had 
reason 

for 
removing 

each 
of 

them. 
All 

seven 

members 
haye 

an 
association 

with 
the 

Government, 
which 

is 
in 

this 
case 

the 
prosecuting 

agency. 
In 

order 
to 

prevent 
a 

partial 
jury 

from 
being 

chosen, 
both 

de- 
fense 

counsel 
and 

counsel 
for 

the 
prosecution 

have, 
in 

our 
country, 

yeto 
power 

which 
they 

m
a
y
 

exercise 
in 

relation 
to 

the 
choice 

of 
jury 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
,
 

Here, 
however, 

a 
new 

and 
strange 

principle 
of 

law 
was 

enunciated. 
In- 

stead 
of 

d
e
f
e
n
s
e
 

c
o
u
n
s
e
l
 

p
a
r
t
i
c
i
p
a
t
i
n
g
 

in 
the 

selection 

of 
the 

“jury” 
to 

try 
O
s
w
a
l
d
,
 

the 
“
j
u
r
y
”
 

or 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

then 
denied 

Oswald 
the 

right 
to 

counsel, 
thereby 

m
a
k
-
 

ing 
a 

s
h
a
m
b
l
e
s
 

of 
due 

process 
of 

law 
in 

our 
m
o
s
t
 

im- 

p
o
r
t
a
n
t
 

trial. 
T
h
e
 
C
o
m
m
i
s
s
i
o
n
 

then 
p
r
o
c
e
e
d
e
d
 

to 
o
p
e
r
a
t
e
 

with 
total 

lack 
of 

c
o
n
c
e
r
n
 

for 
those 

principles 
d
e
v
e
l
o
p
-
 

ed 
in 

America 
over 

a 
perlod 

of 
m
a
n
y
 

years.



= In explain! jas : 

might prevent the facts being made. known to the - 
‘American people, the Chief Justice indicated that Os~ 
wald might not have been the lone assassin. If Oswald 

had his acts been the acts of a single, de~ 

secur le 
announced on Jan. 12 that 

hire investigators ~ 

the ate~ 
into stave- — 

4 The A 
_ % Tranquilizer for America 

‘and omissions in the final report of the Presi- 
dent's Commission, and concludes that its find- 
ings are inconclusive. Read his commentary in 
the NATIONAL GUARDIAN. and order addi-— 

tional copies at 20c each, 10 for $1, Note: Copies 
of Lanes legal brief questioning 's 
which appeared exclusively in the- NATIONAL. 
GUARDIAN (Dec. 19, 1963) are still available at 

- | 10 for $1. RETURN THIS COUPON TO: NA- 
TIONAL GUARDIAN, 197 E. 4 St. N-Y., NY. 
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ried a package into-the, Book. Depository Bullding. They 

note as their authority, Buell Wesley Frazier, who 

stated clearly that he did not see Oswald enter the 
Frazier asserted 

RE-ENACT THE SIN: : 
Circle’ marks. the Mice: fon: wean Oracid. 

allegedly fired at the President's car — E 

that morning. One, Buell z 

sists. that the package. was two feet long. Mrs. Linnie 

Mae Randle, when shown a paper bag that the Com- 

mission insists eontained the rifle, stated that the bas 

Oswalt was carrying “wasn’t that Jong... . I mean, tt 

was folded down at the top, as I told you. It definitely 

wasn’t that long” (page. 134) 
3 

Frazier 3 n + “When I did look at it 

(the package in Oswald's hands) he did have his hands 

package lke this." ‘The Commission's report 



with the position having 
that the prints. 



Tm the face of such evidence, whten 1s tosally consistent. 
with the position enunciated earlier In the case by the 
FBI when a print was not required, how Is it then pos- 
‘sible to “discover” Oswald’s palmprint on the rifle? The 
Commission explains that, without notifying the FBI 
laboratory, @ Dalias police officer “lifted a palmprint 
from the underside of the gun barrel” before sending 
the rifle to the FBI laboratory for testing. Concluded 
the Commission: “The lifting had been so complete in 
this ease that there was no trace of the print on the 
vifle itself when it was examined by Latona.” 

‘The Dallas Police are alleged to have found a palm- 
print, yet Danny Arce and others In the Depository, _ 
have claimed that the alleged murder weapon was han- 
died in such a manner at the scene that if is difficult 
to-imagine any prints but those of the police being: 
found on the weapon. 

RUBY AT THE HOSPITAL: The Conneeen has a 
propensity for disbelieying anything that inter- 
feres with the clear and simple assertion that Oswald 
was the lone assassin and that Ruby, Inca fashion un- 
complicated by any conspiracy, shot Oswald. Why, one 
“might ask, if Ruby was connected with anything other 
than the emotions of the moment which compelled 
him to kill Oswald, would Ruby trayel to the Parkland 
Hospital while the President was dying there. The 
commission simply prefers to believe that Ruby was- 
not at the hospital, even in. the face of absol 
witness testimony placing hith there. 

OSWALD IN CUSTODY OF THE DALLAS POLICE 
Why was no record kept on his questioning? 

consists of a sworn statement made by a respected 

aaue ap attire oe the contrary before the ‘Commission 

Seripps-Howard reporter, Seth Kantor. Mr. Kantor, 
who knew Ruby over a period of time in Dallas, stated 
that he was certain that he “encountered Ruby at the 
Parkland Hospital” (page 336). Before Kantor testified 
before the Commission, he had given that information 
to Rep. Henry Gonzales, and thereafter wrote an article 
explaining in detail his meeting with Ruby at the 
Parkland Hospital. 

‘The Commission concludes: “Both Ruby and Kantor 
were present at another important event, a press con- 
ference held about midnight; Nov. 22, in the Assembly 
room at the Dallas Police Department. It is conceivable 
that Kantor's encounter with Ruby occurred at that 

time, perhaps near the small doorway there.” Thus, 
in the absence of a single allegation to support its con- 
clusion, the Commission concludes that the sworn tes- 
timony of Kantor and the other witness was false. 

‘THE WOUNDS: One of the most remarkable aspects 

-of this remarkable document is the admission that the 

ene agreed initially that the President had been 

shot in the throat and that that wound was an en- 

eines wound, The Commission then asserts, in refer- 

ring to the autopsy, that “the doctors traced the course 

of the bullet through the body and, as information was 

received from Parkland Hospital, concluded that the 

_pullet had emerged from the front portion of the Presi~ 

pacnksmeck that had been cut away by the tracheotomy — 

at Parkland” (page 60). In other words, the doctors at 
Parkland thought the wound im the throat was an 
entrance wound, and. as.soon as information in their 
possession was presented to the doctors performing the 
autopsy, the latter concluded that the wound was an 
exit wound. 

Dr. Perry, who performed the tracheotomy on the 
President, and who was among those doctors who origi- 
nally stated that the wound in the throat was an en- 
trance wound, was then. instructed to alter his state- 
ment, The doctor evidently did~so reluctantly, as he 
explained to the Commission; - - With the facts 
which you have made available and with those essump- 
tions, I believe that it Was an exit wound.” 

TRIPLE OVERPASS: © At the outset, the authorities. 
insisted that the wound in the throat was an entrance 
wound and that the President had therefore been shot 
from the front; and therefore they insisted that the 
Presidential limousine was moving up Houston St. 
toward the Book Depository Building when’ the first 
shot was fired. When the pictures and photographs 
proved beyond any doubt that the. ident’s car had 
passed the Book Depository Buile and that the 
President's back was therefore to. that. building, the 
government hastily concluded that the wound in the 
throat had then become an: exit, wound. If the- wound 
were an entrance wound, as originally’ stated, then the 
shots might have come from a triple oyerpass or from 
behind a concrete facade high up on a grassy knoll 
between the everpass and the Book Depository Build- 
ing. The Commission, wanting desperately to believe 
thatthe. shots did notcome from that area, simply 
concluded: “The Commission's investigation has dis- 
closed no credible evidence the. shots were fired any- 
where other than from the Book Depository Building” — 
(page 71). However, the Commission admits in the 
following sentence that “. .. when the shots ‘were fired, 
many people near the Depository believed that the 
shots came from the railroad bridge over the triple 
overpass or from the area to the west of the Deposi- 
tory. In the hectic moments after the assassination, 
many spectators ran in the genefal’ direction of the 
triple overpass or the railroad yards northwest ot ae 
building. = 

The Commission therefore characterizes as “no



credible -evidence” the statements“ and actions of the 

maj of those present as eyewitnesses at the assas- 

sination of the President. f SS 

‘Three employees, only a few feet from the scene of 

the alleged shooting, all thought that the shets came _ 

from the railroad tracks. They ran to the west win- 

dows to try to see what the crowd was going to look at, 

travene an important theory, the facts are rejected by 

the Commission in order that that portion of the 

theory supporting the allegation that Oswald was the 

lone assassin may be sustained. Unlike others who 

have commented upon the case, we have sought solely 

to secure factual information and release that infor- 

mation accurately. We have not claimed to be objec- 

tive; we assert that we have been accurate and honest. 

We have refrained with almost religious fervor, over 

the objections of some, from ever entering into the _ 

area of speculation and conjecture. = 

Under these circumstances, it is with astonishment — 

that we discover our arguments, distorted and tortured 

by the Commission, assembled under the heading 

“Speculations and Rumors.” The Commission states 

that it sets forth below “False and Inaccurate Specula- 

tions Concerning the Assassination, together with brief 

summary statements of what the ‘Commission has_ 

assassination appeared on the rifle. Therefore the 

searchers who found the rifle on the 6th floor of the 

‘Texas Schoolbook Depository should have been able to 

identify it correctly by name. > 

“Commission Finding. An examination of the tifle 

does not reveal any manufacturer's name. An insorip~ 

tion on the rifle shows that it was made in Italy’ 

tpage 6453. = 

‘We, of course, never asserted that the manufacturer 

name eppeared. a 

One cannot reeall anyone ever having stated that — 

the name appeared on the rifle, The Commission, then, 

presented a total distortion of a valid point which we = 

presented, and one which the Commission understand- — 

ably preferred to avoid. F 5 

“Speculation. Mrs, Helen Markham, a witness to the 
slaying of Tippit put the time at just after 1:08 pm. 

‘This would have made it impossible for Oswald to have 
committed the killing since he would not have had 

time to arrive at the shooting scene by that time. 4 

“Commission Finding. The shooting of Tipit has 
been established at approximately 1:15. or 1:16 p 

‘The “Commission Finding” may wish to give the 

impression that an allegation that Markham, 

states that the shots were fired at 1:06 es 

“speculation,” but the fact remains: -uncontroverted By 

that “finding” that Mrs. Markham signed an idavit 

prepared by the Dallas police on the 22nd: day of 
November, 1963, at which time she stated specifically — 

that Tippit was shot at 1:06 p.m. We merely asserted — 

that the affidavit exists. It does; the Commission has. 

this allegation as follows: E 

“Speculation. Another witness to. the slaying 
Patrolman Tippit, an unidentified woman, was in 

viewed by the FBE but was never called as a witness” 

by the Commission. ae ees 

“Commission Finding. The only woman 
witnesses to the slaying of Tippit Enown to 

mission !s Helen Markham. The FBI never é 8 

any other woman who. claimed to have seen the shoot~ + 
ing” (page 652). sa ee teen 

Tn alleging that the FBL never interviewed the witness, 
they deal with a question never raised while refusing — 

| The 
“witnesses to the assassination insist that the shots 
they heard came from the direction of the railroad 
bridge or a grassy knoll between the bridge and the 

Book Depository Building. The Commission also con- 
cedes that all agree that many witnesses, including 

Dallas police officers, rushed toward the grassy knoll 

and the railroad bridge immediately after the shots 

were fired. Since the original medical statements in- 

dicated that the wound in the President's throat was 

gn entrance wound, which might well confirm the wit- 

nesses’ assertion that the shots came from the bridge 

or the grassy knoll, one must consider that real pos- 

ebay ‘The Commission discusses the matter as fol- 

WS: i 
“Speculation. There are witnesses who alleged that 

the shots came from the overpass. x 

“Commission Finding. The Commission does not have 

knowledge of any witness who saw shots fired from 

the overpass.” 
The Commission does concede, however, that “Mrs. 

Jean L. Hill stated that after the firing stopped, she 

saw a white man wearing a brown overcoat and a hat" 

running towatd the railroad tracks. Mrs. Hill has 

stated that tle man ran from the grassy knoll area. 

‘The Commission concedes also “a motorcycle police- 
man, Clyde A. Haygood, dismounted in the street and



Dallas police dented that 

ment 

to the Commission were quoted as 
stating long ago that the Report will answer every 

and questions. The final report of the Commission Is 
massive. It contains thousands of pages of testimony 
and was completed after more than three-quarters of 
@ year of work. 

It nevertheless does. not. present a single witness 
who can identify Oswald as the person who fired the 
shots at President Kennedy. It cannot, present. a single 
witness who saw. Oswald carry a package which might 
have contained a rifle into the Book Depository Build- 
ing. It cannot present a single witness who can iden- 
tify Oswald, in anything approaching credible testi- 
mony, as the person who fired at Officer Tippit. It 
cannot present a transcript or a single contempora- 
neous notation of Oswald's long interrogation by the 
FBI, Dallas Police and Secret Service. It cannot ex~ 
plain why Ruby was never asked whether he had 
attended a meeting with Officer Tippit and Bernard 

Weissman on Nov. 14 nor why, in the absence of that 
Commission falsely asserts that Ruby © 

testimony 
mission that the bullet that struck President Kennedy 
also struck Governor Connally, “ ie eens, 

Oswald in the basement of ‘the Dallas Courthouse, the 
they had any information _ 

comprehend. The 

three-quarters of a year c 3 

The Commission Report does not even attempt t 
ag 

Dallas police at 12:45 p.m. 
Where the testimony of witnesses differs 

testimony bla 

concedes, admitted that she made a false mat 

statement to them, the Commission 
mission considers her testimony reliable.” = 

‘When the taxi driver who allegedly drove Oswald) 
from the scene deseribes a man different in dress from) 

the clothing worn by Oswald and recalls selecting from) 

the police lineup a man other than Oswald, the Com- 

nifssion concludes that his: memory was inaccurate) 

in several respects, but insists that Oswald was: clearly) 

in the taxi driven by him, basing that statement) 

solely upon the allegations of the taxi driver, which’ 

allegations the Commission had already rejected as 

inaceurate! i = $ a} 

Sunday, Sept. 27, 1964, will be remembered as a day 

of mourning for justice in America, The Report of the 

President's Commission on the Assassination of Presk- 

dent John F. Kennedy, despite its possible e 

law and justice in our land may ze


