BEFORE WARREN COMMISSIO&

OSwald mother asks

La

By Jack A. Smith

RS. MARGUERITE OSWALD,

mother of the man-accused of assas~
sinating President John P. Kennedy, has
verained Mark Lane, civil liberties attor-
pey and author of A Defense Brief for
Oswald (NATIONAL GUARDIAN, Dec.
19, 1563», to represent her late son be-
fore un investigation being conducted by
the President’s Commission on.the As-
sassinaticn of - President Kennedy. In a
nt to this newspaper Jan. 13 and
+ general press the following day
\see box, this page), Mrs. Oswald said

she contacted the New York attorney
because “he was the only one I had
faith in."”

It is not known whether Lane will he
permit{ed to appeayr before the commis~
sion, According to panel counsel J. Lee
Rankin, two days before Mrs. Oswald’s
disclosure, the commission does not in-
tend to concern itself with the guilt or
innocence of Lee H. Oswald. “The com-
mission is not engaged in determining
the guilt of anybody,” he said. “It is a
faect-finding body.”

<Lane, spearhead of a drive bo assure
post,humous justice for the 24-year-old
ex-Marine, had previously been assured
by Rankin in an ahswer to the Defense
Brief and an accompanying letier from
Lane that “the views contained in your
letter will be given appropriate consider-
ation by the commission prier to the
preparation of any final report.”

According to Rankin, the commission
will devote three to six months inves-
tigating six specific areas relating to the
hizarre “crime of the century” in Dallas
Nov. 22. They are: (1) Oswald's activities
on the day of the assassination; (2) his
life and background; (3) his career in
the Marine Corps and temporary defec-
tion to the Soviet Union; (4) his murder
by Jack Ruby; (5) Ruby's story, and (6)
the conduct of the ¥BI, Secret Service
and Dallas police, who were supposed to
protect the President as well as right-
wing *“hate” movements whose: propa-
ganda may have created the psychologi~
cal climate for murder.

WIDOW SEQUESTERED: The coun-
sel also disclosed that Mrs. Marina
Oswald, 22-year-old widow of the slain
suspect, will testify before the commis-
sion later this month. She has been held
incommunicado by Secret Service agents
since her husband was dispatched by one
bullet from Ruby’s gun as he emerged.
under heavy guard from Dallas police
headquarters Nov. 24,

Rankin said the commission would de-

fo take up case

pend primarily on information supplied
to it by the three agencies whose activi-
ties themselves are under scrutiny-—in-
cluding, presumably, reliance on the FBI
to disclose whether ‘or not Oswald was
an. undercover operative for that agency.
The Houston Post on Jam.:1 published
a fronf-page report from a staff corres-
pondent indicating that Oswald may have
been g paid mfox'mer far the US gov-
ernment. '

Ruby’s trial, scheduled for Feb. 3, pro-
mises to be as gaudy and ﬂamboyant as
the respective reputations of the defend-
ant, a strip-club operator, and his chief
counsel, Melvin Belli, whose ten-gallon
cowboy hats have won Lim a certain local
affectfon in Texas. Dallas Dist¥ict Aftor-
ney Henry Wade announced Jan. 6 that
an intensive investigation revealed: “no
evidence whatever” of. collusion between
local pelice and Ruby, whose singular
presence at the “restricted’ sceme of Os~
wald’s
Jail remains unexplained.
COMMISSION . MEETS: 'I'h& . seven-
member commission, - headed - by . Chief
Justice ‘Earl- Warren, has not convened
since before Christmas. ' : A~ meeting’ is
planned the week of Jan. 19.. 'Explain-
Ing the lengthy interval -between meet-
ings-of a' commission charged with so
urgent a task, Rankin said Jan. 9 that
“it has ‘been difficult to get the mem-«
bers- of the. commission -to meet- right
away .. . . because -of ‘their busy, con-
flieting schedules.”

Rankin -himself will lead the inquiry
into the activities' of the FBI, Secret
Service and Dallas police, an inquiry con=
cerned  specifically with the question of
the efficiecney of these organizations in
protecting the President during his tour
of Dallas. The panel undoubtedly will
seek to learn why the ¥BI, aware that
a known defector and political maverick
was situated along the Presidential mo-
torcade route, did not include him in a
list of persons submitted to local auth-
orities and the Secret Service- for sur-
veillance that day.

The commission 1s expected to be guid-
ed in the main by an FBI report stating
that Oswald “alone and unalded” shot
and killed President Kennedy. In' view
of its announced rejection of pleas for
a defense of Oswald, it does not appear
that the commission is prepared to ven-
ture beyond the official report save for
details concerning the denial of eivil
rights to Oswald" during his twoe days in
police custody and dereliction of duty in
protecting the President. “We think it

scheduled - transfei “to another :

would be wise,” Rankin said Jan.'11, in
disclosing. what the commission intended
o accomplish, “to. reassure this coun-
try and the world. not’ only that we can
protect our President buf that accused
criminals- can:be treated fairly.”

WIFE TESTIFIES:-According to reports
released through the Secret: Service, Mrs.
Marina: Oswald’s testimony  before® the
panel will verify the ofticial version of
the assassination. . Information. that the
widow ‘would testify agsainst her husband

- was: first” Issued six week after Oswald

was~-killed, " during which time the
Russian-speaking woman was not allowed
contact: “with - other .than government
agents or persons- approved by the gov-
ernment. .

Mrs; Oswald- and her t\m young chil-
dien’” are sequestered -in-a-private house
in’ the Fort Worth-Dallas area. All state-
ments allegedly made by her are pro-
mulgated by James . Martin, a2 motel
owner who-has been named her “busi-
ness manager” by suggestion of the Se-
cret Service. The statements, obviously,
are first cleared by the federal agents.

Martin has repeatedly maintained that
Marina Oswald was “free to come and
go as -she pleases” but prefers the pro-
tection of the Secret Service. When Mrs.
Oswald's: friends or_ relatives have at-
tempted to see her, they have been told
she prefers to be alone. Officials of the

. Dallas- Civil Liberties Union were rebuf-

fed Jan. 16 in & letter said to have been
written by Mrs. Oswald herself.

“Let me thank you for the attention
you are giving me,”” the note said in
Russian.
thing to worry about. What you read-in
the newspapers—everything” is corv-ecf*
I dont object. to the Secret. Serv ?'e

“I don’t think you have any-.






