


very foundation nr our judit:lﬂl opemtian lies a cor

stone which shelters the nmnocent and guil .;ﬂke
against group hysteria, manufactured ‘evidence, over-
zealous law enforcement officials, in short, against
those factors which militate for an automated, pre-
Judged, neatly packaged verdlﬁk of gullty: It is the
sacred right of every citizen aecused of commilting a
erime to the presumption of innocence. 2

This presumption, it has been written, is a cloak
‘donmed by the accused when the initial charge s made;
and worn by him continuously. It-fs worn throush-
out the entire case presented against him, and net
taken from the defendant until after he b&simd an op-
portunity to crpss-examine hostile witnmes gresent
his own witnesses and {o testmf himself,

Oswald did not testify. Indeed, there will be no cate,
b trial, and Oswald, murdered while in police custody,
still has no lawyer. Under such circumstances the de-
welopment of a possible defense is. difficult, almost im-
possible, Under such ctrcmnxtnnces. the deveiopmenk
af such a defense is obligatory.

There will be an inv estigation. N.o iuv%ﬁgmtion how_-

s syer soundly motivated, can serve &s an ‘adequate sub=
, stitute for tviel. Law enforcement oificlals investigate

every criminal case before it Is presented to a jury. The :

mvestigation In almost 81l such cases vesults /in the

fivm conviction by the investigator that the accused is

guilty. A jury often finds the defendant, lnmm:nirnot-
withstanding.

That which intervenes between the zea!nus {nvesti-
gator and the jury is due process of law, deyeloped at
great cost In human life and liberty over the years. It
i the right to have irrelevani testimony barred. It Is

the right to have facts, not hopes or thoughts or wishu :

or prejudicial opiniofis, presented. 1t ‘is the right-to

fest by cross-examination the veraeity of every witness

and the value of his testimony. It is; perhaps above all,

the right to counsel of one’s own choice, so that all the

other rizghts may be protected. In this defense, Oswald
has forfeited all rights along with his fife.

The reader, inundated -at the outset with 48 mﬂd
“elevizsion, radio and newspaper hours devoted to prov=
ing the guilt of the accused and much. aﬂdiit!anal “eyi-
dence since then, cannot now examine this case with-
out bringing to It certain precunoetved ideas. We ask,

instead, only for a temporary 'suspension of certainty.

The case against Oswald :
g LDNG BEFORE OSWALD was shot to death in the
basement of the Dallas courthouse, the Dallas of=
!ficials had concluded that Oswald was “without any
doubt the killer.” On Saturday, the press was informed
“fhat “absolute confirmstion as to Oswald's guilt" had
~just arrived but that the “startling evidence" could not
then be released to the press.

Immediately after Oswald was siain, the Dallas. dis

“triet attorney, Henry Wade, announced that the “Os-
‘wald case was closed.” Despite the deep belief that pre-

valled throughout the U.S. as to Oswald's guilt; doubts
yaised throughout Eurcpe escalated with Oswald’s mur- -

.der into almost absolute Tejection of the proaecutmn

Zm was not closed. Wade called a press conference to
- “reopen” the case. In a radio and television statement,
‘publicized throughout the world, Wade prenam;ed me
“evidence, piece by piece, for you."

Wade is not new to the ways of law enforcement
- and prosecution. He has held the post of district attor=-
ueymnﬂhslﬂymnehnsammaﬂ.andm

l..El" HARVEY OSWALD AND J‘BE DALLAS POLIGE

'rhe Justice D-*partmenh then announced that the -

1A taxi driver, Dantyl Click, took Omaki nnme-‘_
~.where he changed his clothes, -

He was quesmned, w:thout cmms

which he had - abundantly prepar
_.;ﬁ; that l!ght we Tow e'mmme th

Here are the 15 asaerﬂonr E

1—A number of witnesses saw Oswa
of the sixth [loor of the Texas:
pository.

2—0Osweld's palm print appeared on the riffe,.  — =

‘3—Oswald’s palm print appeared on mwdhm:‘d hax

~ found at the w’imiuw. E :

s-mmm_dcmmm underhl& }

= B’m
= lli—mwald. ‘while taking a bus from the scene, la‘hgbed

“loudly as he told a woman passenger that the
' President had been shot. =







iquested thata guard be sﬁammed at ﬂ:m door of bﬁ'



in
“pelizis
weapon of any sort in her home.” (Ne

Telegram and Sun; Nov. 25).
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