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GNE VE:R AFTER he retumed to
the-United States following his-two-
and-pne-half-year sojouwrn in the So-"
viet Union, during which he renounced
nis country and sought to affirm al-

legiance to the U.S.SR. Lee H. Oswald
applied to the Suate Department for a

passport. to visit Europe and the Soviet
Unicn. After considering the applica-

tion for one day, the departinent issued’ .

the passpori June 25. L
_Whoy_was_the State -PeSAIment so
amenabie in granting a passport to &
self<proclaimed Marxist and one-time de-
feptor to visit the Soviet Union a second
time? This is but one of two urgent
guestions raised during the last week
o conroni  bae  Warfen commission

which is investigating the assassination -

of President John F, Kennedy in Dallas’
Nov. Ji—a murder Oswald is accused of
committing.

AN FBl LINK? The other involves the
possibility that Oswald was an under-
cover informant for the ¥BI. The Phila-
delphia Inquirer reported Dec. 8 that FBI

agents attempted to recruit the alleged

assassin shorily after he moved. ta Dallas
froln New Orieans in September. Ac-
cording to the newspaper, which did
not indicate whether or not Oswald had

accepted the FEI assignment, an agent

“named Hosty" (Joseph Hosty, of the
Dallas bureau) had a lengthy discussion
with the former defector in a car out-
side the home where his family was stay-
ing in Irving, Texas.

During his stay in New Orleans and
Dallas, Oswald claimed to be the chair-
man of local Fair Play for Cuba Com-
mittees—groups that did not  exist in
those cities, according to national FPCC
—and received considerable publicity for
his pro-Castro activities. In New Orleans,
nowever, he is known to have offered his
services to a Cuban counterrevolutionary
group. :

It is an open question whether the
seven-member Warren commission will
delve into these and other questions that
involve tnatters of national security and
the prestige of the investigative agencies
on which the panel depends.

THE FBI REPORT: The commission,

headed by Chief Justice Warren received
on Dec. 10 the “much-publicized FBI

report indicating—according to leaks— -

that the former Marine Is guilty of fir-
ing three shots from the sixth floor of
the Texas Book Dzpository, two of which
sufficed to kill America’s 35th President.
The _report contains Information col-

Tected from: @éé’za‘ﬂag,gqlice force, U.S. .

Seqrct . Servies, ., Ceptral
Agency and the FPBI Hself.
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agencies may have reason fa be tircum

thelr own organization.
been granted subpena powers, : but
that is no guarantee that it will be able
to uncover information not already sup-
plied by the four police agencies.

@ If the Secret Service were lax in
protecting the President, would this ap-
pear in the official report?

@ If Jack Ruby-—the nightclub oper-
ator  who murdered Oswald Nov. 24—
was allowed in proximity of the accused
assassin because of past services render-
ed, '_y;ould the Dallas police reveal this to
the public?

@ If the FBI had enlisted Oswald as
an agent, would this appear in the of-
ficial report?

@ If Oswald had been invclved in es-
plonage activities for the U.S., would the
CTA allow this to become known?

' 'The composition of the panel f{tself is
another problem. Five of its members
are Republicans and three are South-
ermers. All but one have no investigatory
experience—and he is Allen Dulles, form-
er head of the CIA, who may be con-
sidered especlally sensitive about the pos-
sibility of Oswald’s being an American
agent. Other members include Rep. Gerald
Pord (R-Micl) .an ardent FBI support-

oy, and. conservative Jonn J. McCloy.

PRESS LEAK: Portions of the FBI re-
port condemning Oswald have been made
public since the assassination, apparent-
iy to quell rumors of a *plot” to kill the
President that are circulating around
the world. The ‘report, according to a
“leak” from “various government sourc-

es,” indicates that Oswald was “the lone .

and unaided assassin,” who was later shot
by Ruby, about whom “evidence is lack-
ing of any personal acquaintance.”

On Dec. 8 Dallas police charged that
Oswald had attempted to kill Maj. Gen.
Edwin Walker, 8 Dallas resident and ul-
tra-rightist, who was narrowly missed by
a bullet fired into his home April 10,
shortly after Oswald had purchased the
rifle allegedly used to kill Kennedy. Un-
able to prove, because of fragmentation,

.. that the bullet was fired from the same
1. 2. - - rifle,  police base their evidence on a
spect about particular - aspects: of. the -
case agalnst Oswald as they relate.to
The .panel has

'; statement said to have beéen made by
- Oswald’s Russian-born wife, Marina, and
-a reference to Walker that police said

was found in the notebook belonging to
the suspect. Neither the notebook nor the
wife, who is being' held incommunicado
by federal agents, has been produced to
substantiate the charge.

MOTHER'S BELIEF: Despite the mount-
ing circumstantial evidence against her
son, Mrs. Marguerite Oswald told a news
conference that she believes Oswald is

“innocent. She said her son probably be-

came panic-stricken after the Presldent
was shot, fearing the erime would be
attributed to him  because he was a

known defector and in the area of the ~

crime. Thus, she sald, he went home “to
get a gun to protect himself.”

Mrs, Oswald released to the press 16
of the 18 letters she received from her

son during his stay in the Soviet Union.

Two of the letters were withheld by the
FBI. In his correspondence, Oswald in-
dicated an eagerness to return to the U.S.
and dissatisfaction with Russia. “Don’t
worry, mother,” he wrote in one of the
letters.” “I will never become a. Soviet
citizen.” In none of the letters did Os-

wald express anger toward the U.S. The .
~-letters confiim .the stqtement,_‘ma.dewa )

week earlier by a Fort Worth public

‘stenographer that Oswald was bitterly

critical of the Soviet Union. The steno-
grapher typed notes for a book dealing
with the hardships Oswald sald he en-
countered in Russia.

THE RUSSIAN VIEW: The Soviet Union
is known to have distrusted Oswald dur-
ing his entire residence. According to
UPI, the Soviet consular file on the
suspected  assassin, turned over to the
State Department as a goodwiil gesture
shortly after Kennedy’s death, indicated
“the Russians judged Oswald to bz more
of a crackpot than Comnunist.”

Oswald is sald to have sought-an exit
visa from the Soviet Unlon 11 months
after writing an affidavit stating: “I
affirm that my allegiance is to the Sov-
et Socialist Republic.” Two yrars after
signing the affirmation, Oswald wrote to
Sen. John Tower of Texas, implying: that
he was being held in the Soviet Union
against his wishes (although the Soviet
Union rejected his citizenship bid). . He
retwrned to the US. five months later—
in June, 1962.

It is-not- confirmed whether Oswald
conferred with U.S. officials after his re-
tuarn, but past practice would make it
probable that he had—on his own or
the government’s initiative. Considering
the nature of the book he was writing,
and his negative reaction to life in the
Soviet Union, Oswald’s application for a
passport to revisit Russia one year later
and the State Department’s immediate
consent raises a crucial point: for what
purpose would he return?

A THEORY: Three months after receiv~
ing his passport, and either shortly be-
fore or after his alleged conversation
with the FBI agent, Oswald showed up in
Mexico City, where he sought travel visas
at the Soviet and Cuban Embassies, both
of which rejected his application. Os-
wald is reported to have become extre-
mely angry in both cases and to have
created a disturbance.

Two months later, the President was
murdered. Emerging from these puzzling
elements s the theory that Oswald. noto-
rlously ~ambivalent with. a ‘history of -






