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Reopen The Warrea Commission

&% The Warren Commission accepted the testimony of an
“ex-convict to deny the testimony of newsman Seth Kantor.
TCaptain Will Fritz wds the witness who denied the testimony
“of Deputy Sheriff Reger D. Craig. Dallas District Attorney

_Henry Wade was- called-upon to-deny the statement of fellow

lawyer, Carroll Jarnagin. - L
25 " When it. came to the testimony of Dallas Police

- Sgt. Patrick T. Dean, a Commission lawyer, Burt W. Griffin
“told Dean that he (Dean).was-not telling the truth.- When
“Pean insisted on being héard. by the Commigsion, ‘Atforney
- Griffin was not called to face Dean. = - . "~ . e
g Why should a Commission attorney take it upon imself
.to decide a witness is giving untrue testimony ? This amaz-
“ing piece of back alley legal work is printed below: ;

+Afternoon Session TESTIMONY OF PATRICK T. 7DEAN{’
:The President’s Commission reconvened at 2 pm. " g
:(Chairman Warren: presiding and Mr. Dulles présent.)

The CHAIRMAN. All right, gentlemen.
Do you have a statement? : )
: Mr. RANKIN. Sergeant Dean asked if he couldn’t ap-
pear before the Commission and testify. We took his de-
_position in Dallas, and he asked, when he signed his depos-
.ition, whether he couldn’t appear personally, so we are
.permitting him to do_this. . .
) THE CHAIRMAN. We are very happy -to have you,
~Sergeant. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn, . . 2|

Some testimony omitted here. - l

N 'RANKIN. You have given us your deposition, have you|
not, Sergeant? - E : 2
DEAN. Yes, sir. . .
. RANKIN. And is that correct and true as far-as any-
“thing you know? - LT
DEAN. Yes, sir. ) .
RANKIN. Is there any part of it that you want to
change or correct or modify? E
DEAN. No, sir; I feel the main reason I wanted to
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“.appear before the Commission was about the 20 or 25
-minutes that was off the record that 1 feel 1 would like the
_Commission to have on the record, and this is between Mr.
“Griffin and I. He was the original one who started my
" ~deposition. " - T T e T
~-~ RANKIN. Well, do you want tol tell that at this time?
.- First, is there anything about what you said en the
--yecord that was not correct? ] LAy
=" DEAN. No, sir.: .-+ -
RANKIN. And the truth?
DEAN.- No, sir. .. - : S
Well, Mr. Griffin had questioned me about.2 hours, or
maybe a little longer. There was no problems at all, no
difficulties. And "after that length of time, a. little over 2
“hours, Mr. Griffin desired to get off the record, and he
-advised the court reporter-that he would be off the record
-and he could go smoke a cigarette or get a Coke, and- he
would let him know when  he ‘wanted ‘to get back on the
record. - - RS
© Well, after the court reporter left, Mr. Griffin started
talking to me in a manner of gaining my confidence in that
“he would help me and that he felt I would probably need
““gome help in the future. . = ..~ . e w 3
- My. not: knowing ‘what he was building up to, I asked
“Mr. Griffin to go ahead and ask me what he was going to
_ask me. He: continued to advise me’ that he wanted me to
~listen to what he had to say before he asked me whatever
_question he was going-to-ask me. I finally told him that
hatever he- wanted to ask Illll,e' he could: just ask me, am}
L ik of i an

~ " He said_there were things in these statements which
swere not true and, in fact, he said both “these statements,
“he said there were particular things in there that were not:
.true, and;I asked him what portions did he - consider- not 1
“true, and then very dogmatically he said, “Jack Ruby didn’t.
_tell you that he entered the basement via the Main Street|

_ramp.” e : , : , S
“5 " "And, of course, I was shocked at this. This is what 1
. testified to, in fact, I was cross-examined on this, and he,:
~ Mr. Griffin, further said, “Jack Ruby did not tell you that
“he had thought or planned to kil Oswald two nights prior.”,
And . he said, “Your -testimony was false, and these;

“ reports t6 your chief of police are false.”
So this, of course, all' this was off the record. I told Mr.
~7'Griffin then this shocked me, and I told him it shocked me;
‘that I couldn’t imagine what he was getting at oy why he
would accuse me of this, and I asked him, and Mr, Griffin,
replied he didn’t or he wasn’t at liberty to discuss that.
particular part of it with me, and that he wasn’t trying -to.
_cross-examine me here, but that under cross-examination he-
“could préve that my testimony was false, and that is when
1 told Mr. Griffin that these are the facts and I can’t change
“them. This is what I know about it. S
“ T quoted Ruby just about verbatim, and since he didn't.
believe me, and 1 was saying they were true, we might as
:well terminate the interview. S
M. Griffin then got back on the record, or before he
“did get back on the record, he said, “Well now Sergeant.
. Dean, I-respect you as a witness, I respect you in your:
f—profes.smnz but I have offered my help and assistance, and
I again will offer yon my assistance, and that I don’t feel
you will be subjecting yourself to loss of your job,” or some
words to-that effect, “If you will go ahead and tell me the
truth about it % = = aes Lo e Rt



I 'again told Mr. Griffin that these were the facts and
I couldn’t change them, so with that we got-back on the
record.

RANKIN. Did you ask Mr. Griffin to ever put thls part
that was off the record on the record"

DEAN. No, sir; I didn't. :

RANKIN. Why didn’t you at that time?

DEAN. Well, now the discussion was, I sald “Mr.
LGriffin, I have wawed my rights for an attorney, of which
T don’t feel like I need one.” I still don’t feel like I need one.
.. THE CHAIRMAN. And you do not need one either
Sergeant. =

DEAN. True.

CHAIRMAN. You get along all nght

DEAN. Thank you. ‘

I said, “I have come over here w1th the 1dea of glvmg
you all the information that I have.” In fact, 1 had some:
‘additional information that I had gotten the mght before,
and it was a call that I had received from some man-in
Victoria, Canada, who said he had a reel of movie fxlm that
he had taken of the assassination.

I got this man’s name, where he called from, had the
_police department in Victoria check to crisscross the number,
and I gave him the name—well, all the information as to
"where the call had orxgmated from, his name; also this man’s
attorney, he had given me his name, and I told him that the
lreason the man had called, had called especially for me at’
the police department, was that he had a reel of movie film'
' that he had taken the day of the assassination and that
these—or the camera was on the President at ther time of!
'the assassination and he described to me the position as-to
‘where he was, which was across and in trajectory of the
‘[line of fire, and that he felt that in addition to the assasm
nation that he had gotten the School Book Depository. =
; I told Mr. Griffin at the time that I had told this ma.h
—I can’t remember his name, the FBI has gotten it, and at:
the time I gave it to Mr. Griffin, I told this man on the
telephone from Vietoria that night that he should send these
things, this® film, that he sald wasn’'t developed, to the»
Warren Commission.
. He said; that is when he told me that he had contacted
his attorney in Victoria and that his attorney’s name was'
Batter, and he spelled it for me, B-a-t-t-e-r, and his attomey.
had advised him not to send this information to the Warren,
Commission but to contact someone in Dallas and seng
to them..
This man told me that he had read somethmg about m
testimony and that he asked me would it be all right for him:
to send it to me, and I told him, “Yes,” and I said £ was
supposed to go back to the Warren Commission and_he could
send it to me, and I would make it available for them. :
This was just additional information that I told Mr.
Griffin that I was—this is an example—I was there to he!p
them in any way I could. :
RANKIN. Now, the differences in ‘your testimony that
Mr. Griffin was dlscussmg with you off the record, you
have gone into that in detail on the record, haven’t you,
your deposition?

. DEAN. Yes; I believe 1 have, about how Ruby entered.
the baserent or how he told me how he entered the base-
ment. Also that he had thought two nights prior when he
saw Lee ©Oswald on a showup stand with sarcastic sneer:on
his face is when he decided if he got the chance he would kilt
him. This was the thmg that I testified in court about. I
was cross-examined in court. . S e
oo -RANKIN. -And - you. hav: explamed 31! hat “in_ ye
depogition, haven’t: you" £




1y

o DEAN. Fbheliéve so; ¢ am not certai
" "RANKIN~And-did" he ask: you ab hy v
have . your—this information “about his planning
Oswald the night before or on the Friday— sl
I< d dDEAN. Now;, are you asking did Mr. Griffin ask me why
i n’t__ PR E N - ,
7+ RANKIN. Why you didn’t put it in your February—in
your statement before the February 18 one? - - -
= DEAN. Yes, sir; I believe ‘he did, and I ‘explained to
him this wasn’t the subject—the subject of that November
26 report was my assignment. I didn’t put any of the conver-
sation as to what Mr. Sorrels and I talked to-Mr. Ruby about:
I did put at the closing paragraph, I think, and ‘1 have a
copy of it here, that my main concern was how he got into
the basement and how long he had been there hecause I was
in charge of the security of the basement.
- RANKIN. So you didn’t put it in your prior reports?
= DEAN. No, sir; this was later on. Chief Curry—I. think
probably it was February 18—and I think I probably wrote:
it that day, called me to his office and asked me had I heard
all ‘the interview of Ruby and Sorrels, and I told him that’
I'did, and he asked me could I remember it pretty well, and:
I’ said, “Yes,I believe I can remember most all of it,” and
that is when Chief Curry told me that, he said, “Well, you,
are going to have to testify to it because Mr. Sorrels can’t
because he says he didn’t warn Mr. Ruby when he was
‘questioning him. ) . e
- . Well, this was fine with me. I wrote the report. This
was February 18. T e
; RANKIN. Did you tell Mr. Griffin at that time that you
thought it was unimportant or had some other reason for
not- including it? : o R
.~ DEAN. 1 believe that I told him that the investigation;
"the focal point, was as to-how he got into the basementd
There was an officer, and I knew who the officer was, I
.assigned him there myself, and ¥ felt this was more of-a
-part of the investigation in’ which it was investigated—
Officer R. E. Vaughan was investigated ‘as to whether or
ot he let Ruby into the basement or saw him in the base:
ment, and, of course, he was’cleared of this. I know of NO=
the only information I passed on about that was when Jack
Ruby told me how he entered. I told my._superiors and-then
-they carried it on from there as far as the investigation.. .
" 'RANKIN; And about his planning to shoot him prior
to the day that— ’ : : St
- DEAN. Now, this wasn’t—-the only time that I put that
in the report was February 18. . N
RANKIN. Yes; did you explain to Mr. Griffin in your
-prior testimony why you didn’t put it in? . Clink
DEAN, I believe ‘that I did; I am not sure. b

dn’t
to 'shoqt{ ]

RANKIN. Do you want to add anything to that, just
anything that you wanted, to the Commission? e
: CHAIRMAN., Do you recall: whether you were asked
that specific question or not, Sergeant? May I ask, Mr.
Rankin, was he asked that question, and did he answer it?
RANKIN, I have to look at the record to be sure. -
Mr. Chief Justice, in answer to your question, he was
rasked abeut what ‘was the first time that he had given this
information and if this was the date. He was not asked for
f;nn_ny explanation as to why he didn’t give it at any earlier
ime,
: CHAIRMAN. Then we can’t blame him if he didn’t
answer why. o
RANKIN. No; I just wanted to find out if he wanted
to add anything at this time that would complete the record.
DEAN. Well, my main concern has been in some way
‘this got to the papers. The ony thing I teld the papers was
that I can’t give any statement. I said I have no comment, |
and I feel that the accusation started with my denial because
I haven’t had an opportunity to deny it. The story came out
in the papers and’it has been on the radio several timos,’i
‘and, in fact, several times since the original, some weeks or|
Esotaf_tter the paper learned of it of the so-called rift, as they .
put 1t. g e i e .




“They had the one side’ of it-that he accused me of lying.
He didn’t use the word “lie;’” he just said, “These are false -
statements, and when. you testified in court you testified
falsely.” He didn’t use the word “lying,” and a lot of papers
have since then used the word “lying.” L
. I feel like the accusation is a lot stronger than my demal
because I haven't denied it. I haven’t made any statemen
at all to press or radio or any news media. I just fold them
it will have to come from the Warren Commlssmn or some .
‘other source.
2. RANKIN. What I was asking, Sergeant, was Whether
there is anything that you would like to tell the Commission -
or add to your testimony about why it wasn’t in the earlier-:"
statement prior to February 18 that you haven’t already
told us.
- DEAN. Well, I don’t think I would like—if I could I
would like to know why Mr. Griffin had accused me of
perjury. Of course, this is something for you people to know i
but I just—he wouldn’t discuss it with me. .~
CHAIRMAN. Well, Sergeant; I want to-say’ to you “tha

of course, without knowmo' what your conversation was with
Mr. Griffin, I have never talked to Mr. Griffin about. this.
I didn’t know that you had this altercation with him, but
I want to say this: That so far as the jurisdiction of this .
1 Commission is éoncerned. and ‘its procedures; no member of =
our staff has a right to.tell.any w1tness that -he is lying or
1that he'is testifying falsely. That is not'his business. It i
the business of "this Commission to appraise the testimo
Fof all the witnesses, and, at the time-you: are-talking ah
‘and up-to the present time, this: “Commission” has

appraised your“festimony ‘or fully appraised the testimony:

‘of any othier witriess, and furtﬁermore, T'want tosay to you

“that no member of our staff has any power ‘to help or mjure

any witness. .

%280, so far as that conversatlon is concemed there 1s i

thing that will be binding upon this Commlssmn. =

“ . DEAN. Yes, sir.. . i

227 CHAIRMAN. - But, as I say, I do 't know what your

‘conversation was with Griffin, but I-am: just telling you as

F{o what the limitations of the members of our staffi are.’

< DEAN, Yes, sir; thank you. That is about all I had.”
RANKIN. That is all I have, Mr. Chief Justice. oy
CHAIRMAN. Well, thank you, Sergeant, for coming

‘and feeling as you do, I am glad you had the frankness to

come -and “talk to the Commlssum, and offer to testify - =~

'concermng it. f

- DEAN. Thank you. I appreciate the opportumty
- CHAIRMAN. All right, Sergeant
DEAN. Thank you. It is nice to have met you.

RANKIN. Waggoner, do you want to take the stand for

a minute about that comersatmn" ;
CHAIRMAN, You are going to ask the General about lt" o
Have you been sworn? =

TESTIMONY OF WAGGONER CARR

As Sergeant Dean was dismissed, the questlonmg above
indicated Waggoner Carr was to be asked about the conver-
sation of Griffin and Dean. It did not happen that way as
was seen from the testimony printed last week. ’
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