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Reogen The Warren Commision

. On November 22 1963 this writer was lined up about
Tifty feet behind District Attorney Henry Wade as he en-
“tered the Trade Mart where we were to await the arrival
‘of President and Mrs. Kennedy. As I watched Wade amble
into the building, my mind wandered to our school days in
Texas University Law School. By expression and walk;

'Wagig'_%'seemed to. be completely bored. 1 wondered -at the:
. time ‘why a man would bother to attend the luncheon if he-
© was going to be so disinterested. As one veads the testi-
mony of Wade, one feels the boredom with the entire affair

-has continued. Wade is the only known person who has re-
the assassination and its aftermath as “the shufi

... . His. ramblin . .almost: incoherent . re “Seem strange.
~coming from the brilliant (according ‘to the Dallas news;
.papers) Distriet Attorney of Dallas County.

. Senator Coeper. Did a}lyone else tell you'thaf they had
.seen Ruby and Oswald talking together? - - - ok

Wade. No one else personally has told me this.

Cooper. You mentioned a girl. o
Wade. No, I never talked to her but we had the Dallas
“Police take an affidavit from her and so did the FBI of that
_Which is in all your files. What her name .is, I just know it
“i8 a waitress out at the B&B Cafe. She lived in Mesquite,
"Tex., and some of my peonle interviewed her and she told
them the same thing she told the FBI. :

[

The other information was in your FBI reports of
where people or somebody who claimed he had seen them}
-together in a YMCA, if I recall correctly, and another im
“a store. . S
The report indicated these, all these people were homo-
sexuals as I believe or there was an indication of that.

I have an interview, in answering your question, in
Lynn’s first, but this is the only one I have talked personally
“about it. But the rest of them I got from reading the FBI
.and police files.

i Cooper. Lynn? ' i

Wade. I believe that is his first name, and he is a
lawyer there. :
: Cooper. He is a lawyer? :
- Wade. That is the lawyer I am talking about, I am try-
,ing to think of his name while I sit here, ~

’ Cooper. Have you ever talked to anyone or has anyone
“ever talked to you or in your presence about Oswald and
named any other person, other than Ruby, who they claimed
were connected with Oswald in the .assassination of
President Kennedy? - :

Wade. Senator, I don’t believe anyone has talked to me.




1 have received, I guess 5,000 letters about there. I remems-
:ber somebody wrote me from West Virginia and said that
in West Virginia that Oswald was in a used car business and
~Ruby was across the street from him.

Well, I furnished this information to the investigative
agencies but as far as persenally, I don’t know of any. I have
“had a lot of letters that said they were connected but mnot
“based on anything.
. Cooper. But leave Ruby out now for a moment, did any-
one ever tell you that Oswald was connected with persons
_ other than Ruby in the assassination of President Kennedy?

Have you heard the names of any other persons who it
=is claimed had something to do with the assassination of
:President Kennedy? .

Wade. I don’t know of any names. Of course, like I sald

there was the head of the Fair Play for Cuba, whatever his

name was, was mentioned. Everything I know on that score

was from the police. When I went up there Friday night and

again I believe it was Saturday night or Sunday, they told

me that they just talked like he was the biggest Communist,

they had all kinds of evidence that he was a Commumst
“and that he was working with other people.

1 believe Captain Fritz told me once that he showed at
the time that Oswald bristled most was when they would-
‘talk about Castro. Apparently he was more friendly to
: Castro than he was for instance to Krushchev, I am usmg
those in broad terms,

Cooper. Of course, once QOswald was killed, then your
duties were connected with the prosecution of Ruby.

Wade. Yes, sir. =

Cooper. And there wasn’t any occasion for you then to

J'search out :

Wade. T had this, Senator.

Cooper. Other persons.

Wade. I had this, Senator, I had this, when he was klll-

. ed and they tried to give me the files, I told them no, to
give them to the FBI because we couldn’t try him, and I
went to work on Ruby and actually wouldn’t know it.

From what I picked up it appeared to me there was no

- question that he received his inspiration on this and maybe

other help from somewhere. |

Cooper.-That is what I am driving at here. You know

there have been statements made that other persons could

- have been connected with Oswald in the assassination of
President Kennedy.

Do you have any facts to give the Commission which

- would bear upon that question that any person other than

“QOswald was in any way connecied with the assassination of
President Kennedy?

~‘Wade. I have no facts that I can give.youw on it..I{ is
'one of these thmgs, and the reason I gave you what my

oplmon ‘on the thmg was, T have read what the U. S.. World
News and Report sz2id the Commission is going to say, and
also this deal out in Japan, you know, where they said that
ke was not instantenous, impulsive, I believe, killer of the
President, which sounded silly to me.

I mean he planned the thing. He practiced shooting,
and he had his inspiration from somebody else. Whether he
thad a—was working with someone, I don’t know. I never dld
know, it was rumored all over town that they had an air-
plane there to carry him out of town. I am sure you all:
have checked mto that but never know whether they‘
did or not. . o o , .




thing® if there was anybody tried to ‘get it.- 1" don’t think'
fthere was anybody with him in the shooting but what you
are getfing at is if _there was anyone back of him.. -

- Talways felt that the minimum was an inspiration from
'some cause, and the maximum- was actual pay, but like you
asked for evidence, I don’t have any. L G
Cooper. Did you ever hear about any evidence tha

 thére was an airplane stationed any place there? i =
«+-: Wade, They ran it in the newspapers that an airplan

‘was supposdly to pick him up but nobody ever found the
airplane, so far as I know. You have had every kind of
ramor, this has been-a. thing that has been, that the press
‘has been most inacurate in a lot of things they have report-
ed, and it is because of the pressure from their offices to
et a Ruby story. - ) : ’ B

We have reporters down there coming down and said,
“My office said to write something on Ruby today, what
are we going to write.” : :
And it has been so very Irresponsible. :

“ Like I said, I have no'evidence and the only thing
where I get my impression is reading and hearing people:
talking but I haven’t actually figured it wasn’t any -of my
Business on Oswald, that I had a problem, a big one of try-
ing Ruby and I have concentrated all of my efforts on that
and when we had anybody of this nature we would refer
‘them to the FBI or some other agency. - =~ PR

- Cooper. Thank- you. - - ey

" Dulles. You referred, Mr. Wade, to some testimony or
'some evidence that Oswald was at one time in the Carousel
'when Ruby was: there. ™" STy
©  Was that solely from this lawyer whose testimony you
have mentioned? T ol T TR
" ‘Wade. The-only one of my personal knowledge that ¥
talked with was from the Tawyer. He told me he was there
with a certain girl, a stripper, and Ruby and Oswald were in
an adioining beoth. Thereis lots of ‘other‘people; 1 think
Your master of ceremonies, they had him on television and
‘said he had seen them there but later on said he hadn’t
‘'when they.got 1o interviewing him: But my own knowledge
‘that you are all interested in was that one man who told
me that. ' :

: Rankin. Was there anyone either from the State or
Federal Government that urged you not to state a crime
of international conspiracy if you found one was present?

Wade. No; not in that light. It is like I mentioned to you
what Mr. Carr and Mr. Sanders both inquired, said they had
‘heard on the radio about ‘this or talked with someone in
Washington about it, and I told them right off that whether
it was so or not doesn’t make any difference. It wouldn’t!
be alleged. I mean if I had known he was a Communist I’
wouldn’t have alleged it. I mean, suppose I knew he was a
Communist, and signed a statement he was a Communist.
“Phat was a time when the press blew up when they had
nothing else to talk about at the time, actually.

The answer to your gquestion is “No.” ;
. MR. RANKIN. Was any statement made by you as to|
swhether or not there was any international conspiracy,
-conspiracy with Oswald about the assassination? :
MR. WADE. No, sir; I don’t think there was, I think in




one of those interviews you will find that I said they founa
-some literature or something from the Fair Play for Cuba
.at. his home, something to that effect. If T did anything;
“that was all that was said, in one of those interviews. ;
“ - MR. RANKIN. Did anybody ask you to say anythlng
‘one-way or another about that?

"= "MR. WADE. If they did I don’t remember lt. I am]
sure they asked that, but I am talking about, I'mean in all
these interviews, ﬂ\’lt was the thing where they were try-
ling to prove a connection or something, you know, a.nd I
told them I knew nothing about it.

. MR. RANKIN. But no officials asked you to say any-
 thing about it publicly or otherwise?

MR. WADE. No, sir; not that I recall.

MR. RANKIN. Did anybody ask you at any time not
{o say that a foreign government was mvolved lf you fonnd
it was or anythmg about that?
. MR. WADE. Your FBI man may have. I don’t know. I
‘talked to him two or three times. I wish I could think of
his name because I don’t think I ever met him. He was an
inspector out of Washmgton.

MR. DULLES. He is not our FBI man, he is the FBI
‘We are an independent commission.
. MR. WADE. I see.-But he had talked thh me some-"
.thing, I think his conversation, as I recall, largely dealt
‘with the giving out of information. He was concerned‘
about it and so was I, and where we had the longest con-
:vers'ttlon was, I will run through Sunday, and get me up.
“to’ it real fast because I talked to him Sunday night. We
jhaven’t covered one of” “my telev1smn mtemews. S lE Vs

o After I went down to the pohce station and I w1ll take
this real fast if it is all right with you all, they ‘told’ ‘me
that Oswald had been shot and"I was there in.the Chief’s 1

p-office when he died, when Oswald died and the Chief! says

'I have got to go out here and announce it.

i Qo as he went out for a press conference, I went dowm
the back: ‘door, went home and. went: to bed because 1 was
;fu:ed;wand d}sa,,pgglsnted ctually heea ; Y

F I woke up ‘about 5 o’clock” “and a natlonaI commentator
was giving the Dallas pollce hell, 'me hell, and "just’ about’
i.everybody hell, and saying that I had said that the case,:
:there would be nothing further on the case, it would be
closed, in which I had never even had a televlsmn mter-
- view, I don’t know where they got it.

Somebody might have said that. I don’t know but lt
wasn’t me because I hadn't talked to anybody.

And then I went out to dinner and got to thinking, I.
" said, well now, the Dallas police did have a breakdown in:
security here, and they are taking a beating and I am tak-_gi
ing a _beating, but they did have the right man qccordmg to.
“my thinking, so I went down to the police station and got
all the brass in there but Chief Curry and I said this stuff,
people are saying on there you had the wrong man and you
i all were the one who killed him or let him out here to have
him killed intentionally, I said somebody ought te go out.
[m television and lay out the evidence that you ~had . on,t
lOswaId and tell them everythmg._‘:? L '




4 It had been most of it laid out but not m chmmlog!ml
order.

MR. RANKIN. When was thls now? _: "‘—j e

MR. WADE. This was 8 o’clock roughly on-the" 24th,
Sunday night. I sat down with Captain Fritz and took a -
pencil and pad and listed about seven pieces of. evidence:'
“from my own knowledge and I was going to write it down.
They got hold of Chief Curry and he said no, that he had-

-told this inspector of the FBI that therq would be nothmg
:t'urther said about it. -

I asked Chxef Batchelor and Lumpkm, they .were a.ll
there, I said you all are the ones who know somethmg
about it, T said if you have at least got the right man, in
my opmlon the Amerlcan people ought to know., :

This is ev1dence you can’t use actually, because - he xs
dead. You car’t-try him. And the upshot of that was. the
police wouldn’t say a word and refused actually to furmsh
me any more of the details on this.’ : .

I mean what the seven points. I went' on' outfgthere
‘in from front of the cameras and ran them:through those
‘points. Actually my purpose in it was, good or bad was, be-
‘cause the Dallas pohce were taking a beating because they -
‘had solved the crime and had good evidence and:I told them ™
it was good but I did leave out some things and T was a lit- =
‘tle linnacurate in one or -two things but it -was because of
the communications w1th the pohce. :

£ I didn’t have the map, mcldentally. T Wanted the map
"at that time but. forgot all about it, and I ran through ,)ust
.what I knew, whlch probably was worse: than. nothmg. R

It probably would have been TBetter off ‘without gl' g
‘anything, because we dldn’t give what all 'we had. . - = :
" MR. DULLES. Do you remember. the: elements of in-"
accuracy that got into this: statement of yours? -

- MR. WADE. I think I told them about the" palmpnnt
‘on the bettom of the gun, that Lane has made a great is-:
‘sue of and I still think I was right on it but hd has made
an issue. I think ‘Oswald snapped .the pistol over there in :
- the jail or at least in the theateri where they ‘drrested him.-
:There was a.question of whether the gun “had been snap-. }
-ped or not and I was told it was, you all may have  seen
the gun; I never have seen the gun. You had—I might have -
at that stage said what bullets are supposed to hit whom.:
That mxght have been somewhat maccurate then but that
dis all I can think of.

I don’t think there is any basie thmg. But my purpose
in that, and I know the minute I got on that television, in-
‘spection called me and said please “say nothing -further
-about this case.

Well, you see, at that stage—

MR. DULLES. Who was it that called you?

MR. WADE. The inspector at FBI called me in the
:police station. He was the one the police had talked to. He
was the man from Dallas down there. It wasn’t Shanklin,
-Shanklin was m charge of the office.

0 But I told him what my purpose was but apparently
someone told him. I gathered since he had - delivered a
message, apparently -someone had told him to have me
quit talking about it. But my purpose on that was, I never
-did think that the people or the television were giving the
right facts on the thing and they were making believe
that probably they didn’t have the right one, that the Dal-
Ias police had him in there to kill him, they even had com-~.
mentators saying practically that, don’t you know.

So, I did that entirely—not anything for me. You'




