vior,“a result of

7 ingly 'd over Gl. be-
havior ynd the long-range ef-

= feet !t‘“a.s havmg on Japaneso -

- good

a.& told me to be on the lookout in Iapan &y
'the behavior of American servicemen toward the natives of the ParVEast o

ior what he called ‘U.S. ,unper-

A ogigﬁt the servme-r

~More and more I came to-feel: >
that. the book I -was  planning -
should deal with this problem.
And - at last, stimulated by a

chance comment, I hit upon the

‘perfect -title: “The Idle. War-.-
riors.” '

“Defects to U;S;S.R' '

Yet I still lacked an essential

ingredient. for; a good novel. I
: needed a oentral theme totiein

‘with:-all - the mmor themes I

wanted to_handle:

. 'Then;, one’ afternoon in the B

barracks, a friend who had also
known - Oswald handed me a

-¢copy of “Stars and Stripes” and
_ said, “Look!”

There was an artxcle about a ’

“"Marine who after getting out-of
‘the service had gone to Russia "

and requested Soviet cltlzenshxp

: Ot course it: was Oswald. -

If ‘was not. until then that *







~most entirely on Oswald.
~As a matter of fact, my main :
" character’'s name ongmally was

< Lee—Lee . Shellburn. Later I.

- changed the first.name to John- :

L ny. : N
But the book was not in-

though it certainly reflects
% Lee's character ‘in many
% places. Bt

Working “on the book took
most of my off-duty hours for -

" the rest of my duty tour, during
. which time I heard nothmg
more about Oswald.

mw‘«‘:&

.. Orleans F re nch Quarter and,

~ working part-time, I finished.a. -

typewritten draft of my novel.’

‘After two- publishers rejected .-

it T decided the manuscript need-

+ ed more work..So I put itaway. =

{0 “incubate”: ‘and turned -to
+~ other things. : ;

Quits ‘Russia

In June of 1962 I received a-

“newspaper clipping from ‘my

parents, who knew .of my in-""

i

terest in Oswald. It was headed,

. “Ex-Marine Loses Love for Rus- -

=ia,” and it told of Lee’s decision

. to return to Texas with his Rus-

- sian wife and baby.
: Once again I was sm'prised
It seemed unlike Oswald to
ever admit to the world that
he was wrong.

¥

At that time I thought se-
riously about going to see him ' -

before starting the rewrite. He

could provide valuable mforma-

tion.

But after comsidering the

time and expense involved,
and that my outline for the
new draft of the book had

ecided.

and OswaId’s qmck arrest. . -
-E heard

tended as a carbon copy of Os-. "
‘ wald’s life and philosophy, al--"

After getting out - of the -
Corps, I went to live in the New ~

_strayed. away from the char-
Oswald, I de

in custody until aﬁér he was

"gunned down by Jack Ruby, X
.did not -believe he could be
guilty.. ..~
But as the facts came in I
changed ‘my  mind. I decided

..there - ‘must - have been more

violence in him than I thought.

didn’t see Lee being
-televis

: The. ;mjesf of Lee Harvey Oswald. 5
1 did not believe he cquld, be_';;guiliy.",'

of Lee just before Ruby rushed

Death A Shock

killed .- ;
on. and I’m glad I :

once: knew. bemg shot in. he
belly. ;

But on lookmg at a sequence
of photos that included a snap-

up with his pistol, I noticed that
same defiant little grir, perhaps.
a sinister smile, .that- hid such
a complemty of pam and” con--
fusion: - - = i
‘When the news: of Oswa.ld

: first began. to appear; I won~ -
- dered how any man could haye *

“ehanged 0. thoroughly i







