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The 
W
a
r
r
e
n
.
 
Commission's 

stor 
witness” 

Lee 
Harvey 

Oswald 
| once. 

told 
me 

he 
found 

Marxism 
the 

only 
modern 

philos- 
ophy 

with 
a 

vitul,’ 
relevant’ 

¢ 
c
t
i
o
n
t
o
 

life 
planet. 

Through 
some 

Marx- 
ists 

lose 
all 

feeling 
for 

peopl 
eon 

thi 
s 

individuals 
and 

‘worr 
<9 aly 

‘bout 
the 

state, | 
did 

not 
happen 

to 
Oswald. 

' 
I have 

never-known 
a 
person 

more 
motivated 

by 
what 

appeared 
to 

be 
a 

genu- 
ine 

concern 
for 

the 
h
u
m
a
n
 

race 
than 

Lee 
Harvey 

Oswald. 
He 

was 
moved 

by 
what 

‘people. 
usually . call 

the 
purest 

humanitarian 
sentiments. 

Oswald 
was 

a 
philan- 

thropist. 

As 
I 

told 
you 

Jast 
week, 

I 
first 

: 
. 

t
a
t
 

m
s
.
c
o
n
c
e
r
n
 

for 
other 

peo- 
got 

to 
know 

Lee 
Harvey 

Oswald 
ple-—as 

a 
mass, 

not 
as 

individu. 
- 

In 
the 

late. 
winter 

of 
1959, 

I 
had 

als—was 
so 

real 
that 

he 
couldn't 

been 
transferred 

into 
his 

outfit, 
oncentrate 

on 
hi 

my 
affai 

Marine: 
Air 

Control::Squadron 
’ 

eSncenirate 
on 

his own 
affairs. 

. 
4 

" 
. 

- Instead, 
he 

was 
busy 

solving 
Nine, 

in 
Santa 

Ana, 
California. 

~
“
t
a
n
k
i
n
d
’
s
 

p
r
o
b
l
e
m
s
 

After 
we 

got 
t
o
.
k
n
o
w
 

eac! 
: 

; 
. 

other 
better, 

we 
had 

quite 
a 

few 
if amines, 

iagues. 
evolu 

long 
discussions. 

both: 
took 

the 
‘challenging 

to 
him 

than,. 
say, 

side 
of 

the 
atheists 

(which 
we 

. 
whether 

his 
shoes 

were 
shined 

both 
were) 

and 
argued 

with 
the 

- 
- 
before 

t
o
m
o
r
r
o
w
'
s
 

inspection. 

more 
excitable 

Christians 
in-the 

«" 
‘So 

he 
always 

stood 
inspection 

“outfit. 
with 

unshined 
shoes. 

_. 
At 

other 
times 

we 
practiced 

When 
he 

wes 
punished 

for 
it, 

‘our 
arguments 

on 
each 

other.” 
he 

said 
he 

was 
being 

picked 
on, 

The. 
result: 

w
a
s
 

.that 
w
e
 

de- 
but. 

that 
it 

didn’t 
m
a
t
t
e
r
.
 

veloped 
a 

close 
kinship 

tem- 
. He 

would 
be 

r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
e
d
 

and 
pered 

with 
sharp 

differences. 
his 

tormentors 
would 

be 
forgot- 

4
.
 

-"We 
were 

never 
close 

friends. 
~ 

ten, 
he 

said. 
. 

S
W
a
n
t
 

3 
e
 

a
r
i
n
e
 

| " : 
“Oswald 

wasn't 
the 

type 
to 

form 
As 

I 
told 

the 
Warren 

Com- 
~ 

close 
friendships. 

Yet. 
I 
came 

to 
mission, 

“He 
looked 

npon 
the 

“
1
 

2s 
enatty 

well 
because’ 

of 
- 

eyes 
of 

future 
people 

as 
s
o
m
e
 

(
k
n
o
w
 
nun 

pres} 
K
i
n
d
 

of 
tribunal, 

and 
he 

waiit- 
our. disagreements. 

: 
6d 

to 
be 

on 
the 

winning 
side 

O
s
w
a
l
d
'
s
 

C
o
n
c
e
r
n
 

: 
80 

that 
10,000 

years 
from 

now 
: 

: 
a
g
a
 

ople. 
would 

jook 
in 

history 
for 

Mankind 
=~ 

“books 
and 

say, ‘Well, this man 
; 

W
a
s
 

ahead 
of 

his 
time.’ 

” 
ed 

' 
or 

example, 
T_goon 

learn 
You 

see 
how 

his 
mind 

worked. 



What. could this. ‘manor. the 

future” care-if his shoes were 

“"smudged? 

Marxism ‘and his own place in 

the future world. were not. all 

that. Oswald thought about. 
He had some definite ideas 

about the U.S. and capitalism. 

He thought that the capital- 

istic nations, and especially 

the U.S., were moving toward 

dictatorship. 

And he definitely thought ‘his 

country was playing the. im- 

perialist role in the Far East. 

“l:have more to say about this 

“Jater because it had a lot to do 

with. Lee’s defecting to the So- 

“fet Union after he got out of 
- the Marines.) 

“But if freedom. was “being 
sthoked off in his own. country, 
“Oswald believed it must. exist 
Somewher e, : 

:. And the only possible place | 
for such freedom ‘had to be 

icon the: other -side: of the: Iron 

Curtain. If freedom wasn’t 
there, it was nowhere. ~ 

So despite: ‘some hesitation, 
Lee meant it. when he said his 
religion: was Communism. 

And, tragically, his religion 
was Communism: not because 
it. was superior,. but because’ 
he couldn’t: find a better .al- 
ternative in the United States. 

An Object 
Of Ridicule 

‘As I said, Lee had great ideas. 
But to execute them he needed 
power, 

And as a private in the Ma- 
rine Corps, he didn’t have too 
much of that. 

Instead, as far back as he 
could remember Oswald was an 
object of ridicule.. For instance,. 
in 1952; wherhe moved with his - 

mother to New York other chil- 
dren teased him about. his. Texas . 
accent. 

ing to the South, he found: the 
children in his: ninth - grade 
elass laughed at. him because” 
of his acquired northern. ac- 
eent. 

nie Rabbit,” after. 8 cartoon 
character, 

Like “many. men who - are. 
laughed at Lee took. refuge in. 
being a comedian. He made 
jokes at his own expense, per- 

And in 1954, apon petiien:, 

After he joined. the. Marines . 
in 1956, he got. nicknamed “Oz-* : 

JFK was to become the victim of a man whe wanted te find 
a place for himself in history. 

haps in hopes he would. beat 
others to the punch. _. 7 

He joked a lot about Com- 
munism. Once when our sec- 
tion chief told us te gather 
around him and listen, Lee® 

(Continued Next Page) 



ss, 

(cine, 
ives 

[
c
o
w
 

- 
(Continued 

from 
Page 

4): 

. 
exclaimed 

in 
a 

mock 
Russian . 

““gecent, 
“Ah, 

a 
collective 

farm 
Jecture!” 

ie 
S
o
m
e
t
i
m
e
s
 

. 
he 

referred 
to 

“himself 
. ahd” 

others 
as’ 

“comi- 
“ yade.” 

Even 
when 

his 
jokes: 

had 
' 

ny. 
direct’ 

relation 
to. 

C
o
m
m
u
-
 

nism; 
he 

still 
cracked 

‘them 
in 

“his 
Russian 

accent... 
ae 

/{ 
In 

@ 
group, 

Lee 
was 

loud 
‘and 

boisterous," 
joking 

or 
arguing: 

the: 
c
a
s
e
 

f
o
r
.
 

C
o
m
m
u
n
i
s
m
,
 

or’ 

a 
you 

‘might 
expect, 

his 
joud- 

mouthed. 
wit 

often 
got 

him: 
in 

trouble-when. 
he 

tried 
it~ 

én 
‘a 

hilmorlessofficer. 
|. 

e
e
 

«-“And' 
when 

‘he 
ended 

up 
s
w
a
b
 

brig, 
“raking 

. 
or 

opicking 
up 

eigarette 
butts 

he 
would 

.com- 
plain’ 

he 
was 

eing 
picked 

‘on. 

at ‘he 
didn't 

mind 
it 

‘when 
: 

thé 
other 

troops. 
returned 

his: 
art-alec’ 

quips. 
And 

he 
‘did 

t 
seem 

to 
mird, 

sich 
nick- 

"
g
a
m
e
s
 

as 
“
C
o
m
r
a
d
e
 

Oswald- 
of 

itch”: 
as 

long 
as 

he. 
was 

the 
“enter 

of 
attention 

in 
a 

large 
etoup. 

: 
H
o
w
e
v
e
r
,
 

he 
didn't 

go 
for 

‘teasing 
on 

a 
person-to-person 

basis. 
T 

r
e
m
e
m
b
e
r
 

one 
time 

I 
an- 

s
w
e
r
e
d
 

one 
of 

his 
complaints 

about 
the 

Corps 
b
y
.
s
a
y
i
n
g
:
 

“Well, 
Lee, 

when 
the 

revolu- 
tion 

comes 
you 

can 
change 

all 
that.” 
"" 

He 
gave 

me 
a 

look: 
of 

p
a
i
n
e
d
 

surprise 
a
n
d
 
shouted, 

me 
a
 

: 
erin 

areas 
; 

n
a
c
e
 

“Not 
you 

too, 
Thornley!” 

And 
Oswald, 

a 
young 

man 
concerned 

about 
Oswald,.a 

young 
man 

who 
sought 

fame 
. 

. 

he 
walked 

awny 
without 

an- 
humanity 

problems. 
through 

assassination, 
a 



other 
word. 

“
W
h
e
n
 

he 
wasn’t. 

in 
a 

crowd, 

he 
wasn't 

so 
bad, 

especially 
in 

a 

gerious 
discussion, 

“
P
h
e
n
 

he 
didn't 

have 
a 

front 
to 

- 
keep 

up 
and, 

without 
an 

audi- 

‘énce, 
he 

w
o
u
l
d
 
m
o
r
e
 

often 
admit 

“he 
was 

wrong 
on 

a 
point. 

B
y
 

observing 
Oswald 

a
l
o
n
e
 

a
n
d
 

ih 
a 

group, 
T
-
w
a
s
 

able 
to 

“draw 
some. 

more. 
conclusions 

about 
this 

unhappy 
Marine. 

. 
"J 

Jearned 
t
h
a
t
,
 In. Oswald's 

‘own 
eyes 

he 
was. 

two 
conflict- 

On, 
one 

hand 
he 

“Oswald 
the 

Oppressed. 

he 
Great, 

the 
future 

liberator 
f' the 

h
u
m
a
n
 

race. 
Oswald. 

the 
Great 

lived 
with- 

‘Anithe 
shell 

of 
Oswald 

the 
Op- 

pressed. 
“
W
A
N
 

that 
Oswald 

the 
Oppres- 

‘
s
e
d
 

had 
to 

do 
was 

t
h
r
o
w
 

off 

“his 
chains, 

at 
which 

.time 
Os- 

wald 
the 

Great 
would 

step 
out 

lof 
the 

shell 
and 

O
s
w
a
l
d
 

the 

a
p
p
r
e
s
s
e
d
 

would 
be 

destroyed 

forever. 
; 

. tos 
4 

J s
a
w
 
Oswald 

for 
the 

last 
time 

-when 
I 

transferred 
to 

J
a
p
a
n
,
 

w
h
e
r
e
 

Lee 
had 

alteady: 
served. 

‘But 
‘instead 

of 
forgetting 

a
b
o
u
t
.
 

Lee, 
I 

became. 
m
o
r
e
 

“
a
w
a
r
e
 

of 
his 

thinking 
‘because 

“of 
conditions. 

that, 
he 

and 
I 

both 
‘observed 

in 
Japan. 

| 
O
s
w
a
l
d
,
 

the 
W
a
r
r
e
r
 
C
o
m
m
i
s
-
 

Sion 
‘reported, 

‘orice’ 
‘said, 

“The 

thing 
that 

turned 
me 

‘to 
Mar 

x: 
ism 

was 
my 

service 
in’ 

Japan.” 
> 

He 
said: 

conditions 
‘over 

‘there 

c
o
n
v
i
n
c
e
d
 

him 
s
o
m
e
t
h
i
n
g
’
 

w
a
s
 

‘
w
r
o
n
g
 

with 
the 

A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
 

sys- 

tem, 
‘and 

that 
M
a
r
x
i
s
m
 

was 
the 

= p
r
o
b
a
b
l
e
 

answer, 
2 

Jt 
was-in 

Japan, 
he 

said, 
“that 

he 
m
a
d
e
 

up-his 
m
i
n
d
 

to 

go 
to 

Russia 
and 

see 
for 

him- 
self 

how 
'2 

revolutionary 
80" 

ciety 
operates. 

' 
L.did 

:not 
fin 

conditions 
‘in 

ee! 
But 

Lee 

as 

"Imperialism 

A a 

P
o
e
t
 

very 
. disturbed 

about. _what' 
he_ 

called 
U.S. 

imperialism. 

This 
imperialism, 

. Oswald 
. said, 

was 
the 

conduct 
of 

U.S. 
servicemen 

in 
their 

dealing 
with 

the 
Japanese 

and 
other. 

Far 
E
a
s
t
e
r
n
 

peoples. 

Just 
before 

I 
shipped 

out, 
Lee 

and 
I 

had 
a. 

heated 
discussion, 

on 
the 

subject.: 

I 
challenged 

h
i
m
 

to 
back 

ub: 
Soviet. 

propaganda 
about 

| US
:
 

imperialism. 
. 

val 
At 

this 
he 

became 
very. 

ex- 
cited. 

; 
Thornley, 
mean,”: 

adding 
that 

our 
you'll 

..see. 
what. 

I 
fellow. 

“If: 
you 

ever 
go 

overseas, 

‘to 
be 

genuinely 
sickened,: 

M
a
r
i
n
e
s
 

equalled 
any 

Nazi 

storm 
trooper 

for 
brutality, 

given 
the 

opportunity 
to 

get 

away 
with 

it. Oswald 
By 

Kerry 
Thornley 

Available-in 
paperback 
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N
e
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His 
face 

became 
chalky 

as 
he 

discussed 
this 

and 
he 

appeared. 
so 

I 

did 
not 

press 
him 

for 
details. 

In 
the 

course 
of 

my 
tout’ 

!- 
saw 

perhaps 
a 

half-dozen 
inci- 

dents 
of 

brutality 
on 

the 
part. 

of 
A
m
e
r
i
c
a
n
s
 

t
o
w
a
r
d
 

natives 
6! 

the 
Far 

East. 
5 

These 
ranged 

from 
the. 

beating 
of 

taxi 
drivers 

to 
the 

" 

dropping 
of 

a 
garbage-filled . 

crate 
from 

a 
ship 

onto 
an 

old". E 
man’s 

back. 
I 

heard 
a 

dozen 
more, 

usua? 
ly 

in 
the 

f
o
r
m
 

of 
boasts. 

. 

I 
call 

this 
sort 

of 
thing 

juv- 
enile 

delinquency. 
O
s
w
a
l
d
 

called. 

it 
U.S. 

imperialism. 

(
C
o
n
t
i
n
u
e
d
 
N
e
x
t
 
W
e
e
k
)
 

ae 

As 
President 

Kennedy 
lay 

mortally 
‘wounded 

on 
hi 

wife's 
shoulder, 

Lee. 

swald 
started 

his: escape 
from 

the 
Book 

Depository. 


