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Lee Iw..cow O«Sm_m once told me he found Marxism the only modern philos-
ov?w with a vital, reievaiit é cifon-to 'l e on E.&lw:«r Through some Marx-
ists lose all mno_En for people as mnm::mcu_a and worr 201 nly wc:. :.o. wwao..,*r.u
m.m:onruﬁvoznoouiuz. ,

I have never-known a vo_.uo.,. more motivated by what appeared to be a genu-
ine concern for the human race than Lee Harvey Oswald. He was moved by what
‘people usually ow= nrn wcna.» humanitarian sentiments. Oswald was a ur:n:.
thropist.

As T told you last week, I first
; ; . tnat ms. concern for other peo-
got to know Lee Harvey Oswald ple——as a mass, not as E&%Mc-
~ in the late winter of 1959, I had als—was %o real that he couldn't
been transferred into his outfit, oricentrate on hi m atfai
Marine - Air Control:Squadron ' eoncentrate on his own affairs,
g 7 - h ~Instead, he was busy solving
Nine, in Santa Ana, OmES,Ew_‘ “~thankind’s problems
After we got 1o know eac] : ’ .
other better, we had nszm a few _oﬂ Ms_“.ﬁw. L.,_.“..,E_Mmmga a.ﬁuua.
MoMWMMﬂMmMMoﬂN c.c% »ocw the challenging {o him than, say,
side of the atheists (which we . whether his choes were shined

both were) and argued with the . ;—3?3 tomorrow’s inspeetion.
more excitable Christians in.the < 'So he always stood inspection
‘outfit. : with unshined shoes.
_ - At otber times we ugnzu& , When he wis punished for it,
" .our arguments on each other. = he said he was being picked on,
The result’ was that we de- but that it didn’t matter.
veloped ‘a close kinship ter- “He would be remembered and
pered with sharp differences. his tormentors would be forgot-
-*We were never close friends. - ten, he said. .
xoms&m wasn't the type to form As 1 told the Warren Com-
.close friendships. Yet I came to mission, “He looked npon the
o 1 omatty wel] cmomcmm on - eyes of future people as some

HRNOW nun il “+ kind of tribunal, and he tvant-

our: \&mu,..m«mmamam EE : 2_,%“. vmeo: the winning side
" ] .

BGQ—.S : $0 that 10,000 years from now

iﬂ—n— 5.%9 gt eople would look in history

: goks and say, ‘Well, this man

: T ; . Was shead of his time,’”
ma }
,om.x,mxmav_m, I soon Nmﬁ,: You see how his mind worked.




What. could .this man or the
future” care il hxs shoes were
smudged
Marxism and hxs own place in
the future world were not all
that Oswald thought about.
He had some definite ideas
about-the U.S. and capitalism.
He thought that the capxtal-
istic ‘nations, and especially
the U.S., were moving toward
dictatorship.
‘And he definitely thought his
- gountry was playmo the im-
perialist role in the Far East.
" {¥l:have more to say about this
“{ater .because it had a lot to do
with. Lee's defecting to the So-
““_{fet Union after he got out of
- the Marines.)
But if freedom . was belng
:thoked off in his own. country,
‘Dzwald believed it must exist
somewhel e, :

.. And the only posblble place
fm: such freedom ‘had to be
on the other -sidé of the Iron

Curtain. If freedom wasn’t
there, it was nowhere. "

So despite."some hesitation,
Lee meant it when he said his
religion” was Communism,

And, tragically, his religion
was Communism-not bécause
it. was superior, but because’
he couldn’t find a betfer al-
ternative in the United States.

An Obleci
Of Ridicule

‘As I said, Lee had great ideas.
But to execute them he neede
power.

And as a private in the Ma-
rine Corps, he didn't have too
much of that.

Instead, as far back as he
could remember Oswald was an
_object of ridicule. For instance,.
in 1952 whemhe moved with-his: -

mother to New York other chil-
dren teased him about his: Tacaq, JFK was to become the victim of a man whe wcnfed to ﬂnd

accent. L a place for himself in history.
And In 1954, upon return-.

ing to the South, he found- the
children in his: ninth -grade

class laughed at him because ~ - haps in hopes he would bem
of his acquired northern. mc- . others to the punch. | B
cent, ek He joked & lot about Com-

After he Jomed the . Marineﬂ . munism. Once when our sec-
in 1956, he got nicknamed “Oz-": tion chief told us to gather
rie Rabbit,” after & cartoon around him and listen, Lee:
char A . s 5 3

Liﬁgte!;nany men who are . (Continued Nekt Page)

laughed at Lee took refuge in: o
being a comedian. He made -
jokes at his own expense, per-
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éxclainied in a mock Russian
accent, “Ah, a collective farm

i self and others -as’ ‘“com-
"r:de.” Even when his jokes had
1 direct. relation to Commu-
nism; he still cracked ‘them in
" hi§ Russian accent. -, :
;. In a group, Lee was loud and
boisterous, * joking or arguing
the: n.wmm mon.noBS:EmB., o’

bot M_ ; o
§ you BEE mxcmnr ,Em toud-
mouthed wit often’got him' in
trouble “when he  tried it~ o: i
Egoﬁmmm ‘officer, - L
«-#And' when ‘he ended 5 wém&.

, E:m_ “raking .- or picking" up
\ cigarette butts he would com-
plain’ He was mEn picked on. .

But ra,&a:; mind # =~5= ,
: tli8 other troops. returned his:
art-aléd quips. And he did

t seem to ‘mind such nick-

7. siames ns “Comrade Oswald-

o itch” a8 long as he was the

«renter ‘of ::2_:.5 in a large

ghoup. - :

moémcmn. he didn't go for
tedsing on a person-to-person
basis.

I remember one time I an-
swered one of his complaints
about the Corps by saying:

“Well, Lee, when the revolu-
tion comes you can change all
that.”

" He gave me a ook of
pained surprise and” shouted, FE s : e R
“Not you too, Thornley!” And Oswald, a young man concerned about Oswald, a young man who sought fame

he walked away without an- humanity problems. through assassination,




other word.

+ When he wasn’t. in a crowd,
he wasn't so bad, especially in a

-serious discussion,

Then he didn't have a front to
meu up and, without® an audi-
\ énce, he would more often admit

"he was wrong on a point.

.-By observing Oswald alone
I.-was able .to
“fraw some more  conclusions

nd ih a group,
about this' unhappy Marine.

i 1 Jearned that In Oswald’s
“own ‘eyes he was two conflict-
Ang things. On_ one ‘hand he
as . Oswald the  Oppressed.
:,0n’ the other he was Oswald
he Great, the future liberator
f the human race.

o

?,:5 shell
Eémmmm.

%" All that Oswald the cE:.om.
sed had to do was throw off
.his chains, at which .time Os-
;wald the Great would step out
"ot the shell and Oswald the
02:.?:2_ would cm aar?iz_
».E.o;...

1

us,

# 1 saw Oswald for the last time
‘whén T transferied to Japan,
" 'where Lee had altesady’ served,
‘But ' instead of forgetting
w?:;, Lee, 1 became. more’
“aware of his thinking because
“of conditions that he and I
. both “observed .in-Japan.
1 “Oswald,: the Warren Commis-
wwos reported, ‘once “said;: ‘“The
thing that turned me to Mar X
fsm was my service in’ Japan.”
i He said: conditions ‘over there
convincéd him chm:.::: was
‘wrong with the American sys-
tem, m:m that Marxism was 25
- probable answer.
o Xt was:in Japan, he z.:._
“that he made up his mind to
go to Russix and sée for him-
self how 2 2:2:::?:4 80~
353 operates,
1 -did -not fin nc:EScsm i
) s Bu Lee

s

"Imperialism

Oswald the Great :<3 ,SE_.
of Oswald :E,Oc.

remreremr

very disturbed mwoﬁ "what' he
called U.S. imperialism.

This imperialism, . Oswald
. said, was the conduct of U.S.
servicemen - in their .dealing
with the Japanese and c:_o_.,
Far Eastern peoples.

Just before I shipped out, Lee
and I had a heated &mocmmmoz,
on the subject.’ :

I challenged him to back :n._w_
Soviet propaganda .about T Us. .

imperialism. . S
At this he became very exs
cited..
Thornley, . you'll ..see what I
mean,”: ma&:m that “our »ocoi,

“If-you ever go OVerseas,

to be mm,:E:aww sickened,:

Marines equalled any Nazi
storm trooper for brutality,
given the opportunity to get

away with it.
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His face became chalky as he
discussed this and he appeared
so I

did not press him for details.

In the course of my tour I.
saw perhaps a half-dozen inci-
dents of brutality on the part.
of Americans toward natives ¢
the Far East. L

These ranged from the

beating of taxi drivers to the *
dropping of & garbage-filled .
crate from a ship .53 an cS L

man’s back,

T heard a dozen more, usua’
1y in the form of boasts.

I call this sort of thing _E.
enile delinquency. Oswald nwzm
it U.S. imperjalism.

{Continuned Next ««&,..‘5
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>m —...ou_ma.:. Kennedy lay 3016:< ‘wounded on _. txau shoulder, roo :
swald started: his- »unnvo from the Book Depository.




