No clear pmture of the first hme I saw I.ee Harvey Oswald remains in my
memory. He did not make a lasting first xmpressmn on me, for in appearance e
was practically nondescript. '

I had transferred into hi

I got to know Oswald.

When I think - of Oswald’
name in connection with those
days, I hear-it being shouted by
an officer in a voice that seems
worn thin by irritation.

And in my mind’s eye I see
a jarhead private with a swab
in hand, slopping soapy water
over the wooden plank porclt
of the operations hut.

The private has the bill of his
cap pulled down over his eyes,
apparently -so he will have to
see .as little of the unpleasant
military world around him ag
possible. Vi

Persecution Complex

With this picture, there-is a
vague feeling of sympathy that
might find expression ‘in- the
question: Why are they picking
on that poor guy?

As time went on I came to-
gather other, more vivid im-
pressions of Private Oswald
—but that imuge of him as 2
poor, persecuted soul never
entirely vanished. Oswald
kept it fresh.

When he was ordered to do
something, he would answer,
“Yes, sir,’ in a tone of voice
that showed clearly that he had
expected to be ordered to do
the job, but that he sure didn't
have to like doing it.

And if, by chance, you didnw't

see that Oswald was obviously
being picked on he would men-
tion it to you.

But as his words and tone
made clear, Oswald was willing
to be grimly amused by the
whole thing.

1 don't want to give the im-

is outfit, Marine Rir Control Squadron Nine, Sanr
Anna, California, in either the late wmter or early spnng o! 1959 It was here th

pressxon “that Oswald’s persecu-
tion - complex was a central as-
pect of::his: personahty at that
=time.” It was not.
It was instead- observed out
- of the corner of an eye while

~considering:: the: 'whole -man. -
In-my unprofessional opinion :
- he was:not paranoid. :

~But as I told. the Warren
Commissmn, ‘Y ‘did "think there

-was in_him.a-tendency ‘toward

paranoia that; in certain circum-
starnces, might become more pro=
nounced. ;

A Sloppy Guy

P certain that "in his own
eyes:Oswald was ‘the ‘most: im«

--portant man in.our Marine unit.

To him the mark of destiny was
clearly visible -on his forehead.
The fact that:some people were

- blind to it was.to him an eternal

source of aggravation.
It was' far more comforting
for himt fo know that there
were those who would gladly
kill him than it would have
been for him to think he was
just another faceless Marine
itn the ranks at morning mus-
€T,
For, deep Within he feared
that he really was that faceless
nobody -~ and the hostility of

.others, ~when: directed at him
alone, was hi ¢

AP -wq*"a & ;_,1.’—.;.:! N

- he ‘was, ; in;iéed 2y
Vsomebody.

- taller: ‘or much shorter than
- “mast other people. Nor was B

A somebodywho could pro-'f'
voke anger, and perhaps ‘a little”

’Iear, in-thosetan unjust system .

lmage of hbnself was. Iﬁs
-pearance. He was. not. mlwh

“much heavier or nuch leaner.

His bair was medium: brown.
His eyes were blue-grety' If anys-
rhmg he was:a bit smalle tha




é The 'aufhor. Kerry Thbrnley -

Thornley. who appeured before the War
ren Commission as an expert witness,
vnously knew Oswald better than anyone:
i outside the slayer’s family—and perhaps :
. even better than they.
The National Insider is proud to pre
sent, in four parts, a condensed version
¢ this important work which throws light o
the personality of Oswald and helps fo
% explain why he killed President Kennedy.

This is part one of a series. Nexi week~
Oswald and Commumsm. ' :
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(Continued from Page 4)

smost  men, - a’ bit lighter  in
welght. That was all. But con-
! sidering that he had such a poor
“foundation on which to build a
‘striking appearance, Oswald did
rpretty well, :
" First, he set’ himself off by
(mMmaijntaining a tight and angry
“little smile at all times,
" »Then, he 'managed to look a
:lttle sloppier In his dress than
any other Marine.” " .
““But beyond''that there was
nothing striking ‘about .his ‘ap-
pearance. For the most ‘part he
had to rely on his words to em-
:phasize_ his : individuality.

Anobserver who saw Oswald
in:the Marines might have con-
-€luded ‘that he was a real ‘object
I persecution; el

After all, he'wa$ most often
Involved ‘in ‘some menial job
ustially: associated with dis-

;. diplinafy actions,

AUthorTty.

. "Subversive"
: .were. other times,

miunist_cause Making bim.o
of “subversive.”

were after him and that he was i R

e

ut: apparently " the ' lieuten-

~"Born Loser"
this was Marine Private
Fam.-:. Oswald. ...“.,ro outfit's

eightball. A born loser.
%:n what did Oswald — who
was very bitter about his posi-

wald

they have the best system.”
“Why?” I wanted to know,
“Because they have a' pur-
pose. And the Communist way
of life Is more scientific than -
ours, -You don’t have to be-
lieve in a bunch of fairy tales
to accept it.” :
So much for our first conver-
sation. As I think back, he made
it ‘éven more clear in our next
few talks that he was a Marxist,
. (CONTINUED NEXT W

o ;

tion—believe to be tne reason
for his eightball status?

Certainly not the real ones,
Rather, Oswald chose the ex-
‘Planation which was most at.
‘tractive to him, :

He was “persecuted” because
of his superior intelligence and

. because he was regarded as a
"subversive,"”

It took a special kind of
mind to evade the real facts
for these fanciful ones. .
As the Warren Report later

sald concerning this period in -
Oswald’s life:
“He (Lee HMarvey Oswald)

- used his Marxist and associ-

‘ated activities as excuses for
his difficulties in getting



1

along in the world,
(difficulties) which
were usually caused
by different factors.”
But Oswald at this

time in his life, was far -

from despairing.

The Mark
of Destiny

For one thing, his
service in the Marine
Corps was about to end.

And, beyond his coms
ing day of discharge, a
whole new world await-
ed him — a world that
would somehow be dif-
ferent from what he'd
known in the past.

Perhaps he would
go to the Soviet

Union and play an im«
" portant role in the

bullding of a new

humanity.

Perhaps he would go
to Cuba and join Castro
in the fight to free the
rest of the Caribbean
from the clutch of the
imperialists.

A thousand opportus
nities awaited the man
who bore the mark of
destiny. He had only to
choose among them.

Oswald after he was shot by Jack Ruby.

President’s Commission
on the
Assassination of

President Kennedy

DEPOSITION OF
KERRY WENDELL
THORNLEY

Report of Proceediﬁgs
Held at
Washington, D. C.
 Monday, May 18, 1964

Facsimile of cover page of official transcript
of Thornley's testimony fo Commission. -

"Red,” -one of the other :

John F, Kennedy as a young Senato:

While he marked%t Y
In . the service, ;and-=
dreamed .of  his future -
greatness, I had chances

~to observe him often:

1
My first really !
vivid memory of iQs- !
wald was a brief con-:
versation we had ons
affernoon, when “we
were sitting -~ around .
the  base recreation. .
area in the afternoon.. .’

lee ‘was reading a :

-note book, possibly”
--studying Russian. Other:

troops were involved in
a religious discussion,

Atheist

Gradually, I lost In-.
terest in the book I was
reading and joined the:
bull session on religion,

~‘When one ‘of the men

asked my views, I said
I was an athefst, =
.- “So am L,” sald Os--
weald, glancing up:
from his notebook. “X"
think the best religion
is Communism,™ ="
“Yeah,  Oswald’'s *

men “said. N
#No; I'mx not: a Com-"*

‘munist, T+ just - think



