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“Duly attested, the lie 
“was now legally true. For 
minds trained in the law, 
legal truth is the same 
thing as truth without qual- 

tion. To everyone. else, 

ie equivalence. seems very 
far} from evident,”—Aldous 

* Huxley (died. Nov, 22, 

1963). 
| The conflict over-the as- 

,Bassination of President 
° Kennedy is not new. 
‘ A civil war has been go- 
fing on among government 
; officials and within the na- 
© tional press for three years, 
* but it is more vocal and 
much more violent today. 

; Late in December, 1963, 

an article in New Republic 
bys Staughton Lynd and 
@ Jack Minnis raised some 
> basic, 
hc conflicting reports of 
the assassination: 

“ These questions were 
¢ prompted by widespread re- 
Eports of a. fourth bullet, 
1 Which went uninvestigated, 
= by the Dallas doctors’ 
statements indicating Ken- 

Smedy’s throat wound was 
Jeaused by a bullet entering 
from the front. 

© When the Warren Report 
+ was published in Septem- 
ober, 1964, it. had not an- 
S swered those original, basic 
“questions. Rather, the issues 

“were obscured as a result of 
Sthe commission’s work. 
© Basic to the commission's 
‘single assassin theory was 
ithe necessity to prove that 
= Kennedy’s wounds had been 
‘inflicted from the rear. 
‘They also had to prove that 
jKennedy and Gov, John 
» Connally were hit by the 
same bullet, since one man 
could net have fired the as- 
sassination rifle in the time ” 

“ 

Wie sees 

obvious questions 

the two men were shot. 
The manner in which the 

commission handled  evi- 
dence and witnesses to prove 
the assumptions clearly re- 

veals grave _ procedural 
faults, 

The commission solved. 
one of its problems by elic- 
iting a statement from the 
Dallas doctors that Ken- 
nedy's throat wound might 
have been made by an exit- 
ing bullet, Although the 
doctors considered the hy- 
pothesis unlikely, their test- 
imony was used to prove 

that part of the official the- 

ory- 
As proof one bullet” hit 

both Kennedy and Connal- 
ly, a series of ballistics ex- 
periments were relied on. 
These were to determine the 
history of the bullet (Ex- 
hibit #399) found on a 
stretcher at the Dallas hos- 
pital. 

After determining that 
bullet 399 had been. fired 
from the assassination rifle, 
the commission performed 
more tests. They had ex- 
perts fire identical bullets 
at cadavers . and animals 
and each time the bullets 
emerged mutilated. 

Bullet 399, however, had 

been found clean, whole and 
undistorted. 

The commission asked an 
expert on forensic medicine, 

Lt, Col. Pierre A. Finck, 

if bullet 399 could have 
caused Connally’s wrist 
wound, He, answered, “No, 
for the reason that there 
are too. many fragments de- 
scribed in the wrist.” 

The commission's defend- 
ers are calling, in effect, for 
peace without victory, but 
the dialogue must not cease 

until” the: truth i is found.’ 
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